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PREFAB, 



^T'O with for information concerning fuch 
benefaftors as have greatly contributed to 
our inftruftion or amufeinent, is a natural curio- 
fity, which has gratitude for its balls. And the 
lovers of Italian Poetry, as well as vocal Mufic, 
(if I may judge of the feelings of others by my 
own) regard Metaftafio as the primary fourcc of 
their mod exquifite delight in the union of thofe 
arts. But this poet has ftill higher claims on 
our reverence and affeftion, from his innoxious 
life and moral charaQer, which give a kind of 
dignity to innocent pleafures, and to humanity. 

The life and writings of Metaftafio have been 
fo much connefled with that art, upon the ftudy 
and hiftory of which, fo great a portion of my 
own life has been fpent, that his Letters feemed 
to furnilh neceflary materials to the completion 
of my mufical annals. Indeed, if thefe letters 
had come to my hands previous to the publica- 
tion of my General Hiftory, feveral points rela- 
tive to the progrefs of the mufical drama would 
have been illuftrated from them. But, befides 
their intimate connexion with mufic and its 
profefiors, I found in them fo many plcaflng^ 
beautiful, and new fentiments, on other fub- 
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jc£ls, written in a ftyle fo fuperior in elegance, 
grace, and facility, to any other Italian profe 
with which I am acquainted, that I wiflied to 
recommend them to the ftudents and lovers of 
Italian literature in general, as models of fami- 
liar letters, and of eafy and clpgant profe. 

The admirers of a foreign dramatic poet, o£ 
whofe productions none have been well tran- 
sited, except a few by my worthy friend, Mr. 
Hoole, cannot be very numerous, nor is it likely 
that a general curiofity concerning his life and 
writings will now be excited. However, as a 
Poet of refined tafte and fentiments, and a Man 
poflefled of every moral and focial virtue that 
embellilhes fociety, and exalts human nature, 
his condu£! and opinions deferve difplay, as 
much as his literary abilities admiration. 

The pofthumous publication of his private 
letters, which during rttany years of his life had 
been copied previous to their departure for the 
place of their dellinatidn, bv a young Italian 
fettled at Vienna, as an exercife in his own 
language, will enable me in the courfe of thefe 
Memoirs to let the poet fpeak for himfelf on 
many fubjetts, concerning which it is natural 
for a curious reader to with to know his genuine 
fentiments. 

The incidents in his life, anterior to his arrival 
at the capital of Germany, will be given from 
authentic a .counts, publiflied by his countrymen 
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in Italy fince his deceafe, and which, from their . 
Angularity, and the myftery in which they were 
long involved, feerncd in want of indifputable 
vouchers to render them credible. 

There are few circumftances relative to his 
fubfequent life and writings, but what may be 
gathered from his works theinfelves, particularly 
his epiftolary correfpondence, which from a few 
of his private letters, that, in defiance of all his 
folicitude to keep from the prefs, the vanity of 
his friends had made public, w*ere long wifhed 
for by his countrymen (a). 

The hiftory of a hero, is to be found in his 
public tranfa&ions ; and that of a man of letters, 
in his private correfpondence. The moft authen- 
tic and fatisfaftorv hiftory of Cicero, is to be 
gathered from his Fpijlbl <e Familiares, or private 

(a) It is faid in his Eloge by Andrea Rubei, of the 
Academy of Sciences at Mantua, written two months after 
the Poet’s deceafe, and printed at Venice, that, “ in his let- 
ters to his friends he difleminated that fweet urbanity which 
his heart never failed to furnifli. Oh, what a precious gift it 
would be to the world, if fotne benefactor to mankind would 
publifh them ! Whatever is now faid of his heart, would be 
then demonftrated. From the few that have been feen, we 
may imagine the reft to be replete with morality, friemlfliip, 
gratitude, found criticifm, fage counfcl, and religious fenti- 
ments. Where can we find in Italy a feries of modern letters 
which would furnifli fuch u ft till, fuch delightful leffons to 
inexperienced youth ? We look towards them with eager 
expectation, and hope they will foon be in our pol'eihon.” 

Eltgj Italian ! , 7 onto I me. 
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letters, not intended for publication ; the letters 
of Erafmus compofe the bed part of Dr. Jortin’s 
Life of that honed and learned divine; as the let- 
ters of Petrarch do of his Memoirs by the Abbe 
de Sade ; and above all, the letters of Gray,ingeni- 
oufly incorporated by his friend Mr. Mafon in his 
Memoirs, which have always appeared to me the 
mod agreeable fpecies of biography that has 
ever been publiihed. Dr. Johnfon, in his admi- 
rable Lives of our Poets, though his opinions 
concerning the merit of fome of them are dis- 
puted, and have never fatisfied my own mind,, 
has manifeded fuch powers of intellect, and 
profound critical knowledge, as will probably 
fettle the national opinion on many fubje£ts of 
literature upon an immoveable foundation. In- 
deed his biographical {ketches are more confined 
to difcriminative criticifm on the works of our 
poets, than their manners and private life ; but- 
of Metadafio, whofe writings are well known 
l to breathe the mod noble fentiments, and pureft 
morality, we wiflied to know how his private 
life corrcfponded with his public principles. 
And how could this be better ^Jifcovered by a* 
foreigner, at the didance of London from Vienna, 
than by his Letters ? His countrymen, the Ita^ 
lians, almod equally didant from his refidence 
during more than fifty years of his exidence, feem. 
to know as little concerning his private life, as 
we dq in England, except from bis letters ; few 

of 




of which were publilhed, when moll of his bio- 
graphers went to work. 

The lives of the poet, that have been attempted, 
and the public orations and eulogies that were 
compofed and pronounced upon him in the lite- 
rary academics of Italy, by men of the firft 
eminence for learning and fcience, before and 
after his decOafe, are innumerable. His coun- 
trymen, in polfelTion of thefe, may have their 
curiolity fufficiently gratified ; but as the prefen t 
Work is intended to convey to Englilh readers 
fome idea of the genius and moral worth of this 
extraordinary man, I lhall give them, from his 
bell biographers and eulogills that I have been 
able to procure, the moll prominent features of 
his character, as far as they agree with what I 
faw and heard at Vienna, in my vifits to the 
Imperial Laureat, and enquiries concerning him, 
of hh friends and molt intimate Acquaintance. 

The Fj'rft biographical effay that appeared after 
the poet’s deceafe, was A Compendium of the Life of 
the celebrated Imperial Laureat , Pietro Meta- 
stasio, written in German, for the ufe of bis 
future Biographers, by Joseph Rezer. This was 
publilhed at Vienna, in 1782, in an 8vo pam- 
phlet of only 53 pages. It was foon after tran- 
flated into Italian, and publilhed likewife in 
Vienna : a different tranllation, in Italian, appear- 
ed at Rome in 1783 ; and from this fmall trafl, 
the principal traits of his perfon and charafler 
a 4 feem 
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Teem to have been drawn, by his fubfequent 
panegyrics and biographers. 

II. Elogio di Pietro Metastasio, written 
by Andrea Rub^i, 1782, two months after the 
Poet’s death, and publifhed at Venice in the 
tft. vol. of Elogj Italians, in 12 vols. 8vo. Thi* 
is a continued rhapfody of praife and admira- 
tion, which required all the intrinlic merit, 
worth, and fame of Metaftafio, to render palat- 
able. The biographical information is tradi- 
tional, and the annotations are fo injudicioufly 
fele&ed, as, if authentic, to confute the chief 
part of his perfonal praife. But this writer, who 
repeats fuch wild and incredible goffipping 
Cories concerning the poet’s prejudices, is the 
greateft enthufiaft for his virtues and benignity 
of heart, of all his panegyrifts. 

III. Elogio dell' Abate Pietro Metasta- 
sio, read at a general meeting of the Arcadian 
Academy at Rome, in Auguft, 1781, by the 
Abate Taruffi. None of the panegyrifts or 
biographers of the poet were fo well acquainted 
with his public works and private life as this 
eulogift, who had rcfided many years at Vienna, 
as Auditor and Secretary of Legation to the 
Pope’s Nuncio, and who enjoyed the friendfliip of 
Metaftafio in the moft intimate and confidential 
manner. A man of found learning, and uner- 
ring judgment and tafte in literature and the fine 
arts. 



IV. Storia, 



preface. 



Lt 



IV. Storia, or Hiftory of the dramatic Poet, 
PietroTrapassi AbateMtTASTASio,ilIuflrated 
with notes, and many of his letters ; written by 
Captain Marc Antonio Aluigi. In Afifi, 

1783, 8 vo. 170 pages. 

' This is one of the moll considerable, in length, of 
any of the lives that have been written of our bard. 
The author has taken great pains in coliefiling all 
the information which he could procure from the 
poet's works, and from tradition ; but having 
had no perfonal knowledge of him, nor ever been 
in the lift of his correfpondents, his information 
is neither new nor well authenticated. 

V. Elogio di Pietro Metastasio, publilhed 
in a work entitled Elogj d'alcuni illujlri ltaliani . 
Eulogies, or chara filers of illuftrious Italians, by 
Monfignor Ancelo Fabbroni, Bilhop of Pifa, 

1784, 8vo. 98 pages. 

This learned prelate was long in correfpond- 
ence with Metaftafio, and folicited his permiifion 
to write his life, and afliftance in furnilhing ma- 
terials, previous to his deceafe ; to which requeft 
the poet’s negative will be found in the courfe 
of his Letters. 

There are many juft reflefilions and critical 
remarks in this Eloge, but the biographical part 
is chiefly copied from Rezer. 

VI. Vita 0 fta Jloria , The Life or Iliftory of the 
Abate Peter Metaftafio, Caefarean Poet. Venice, 
printed by Zatta, 1784, and prefixed to the 

edition 
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edition of the Poet’s works, copied from that of 
Paris. Anonymous. It has, however, been faid 
by the editor of the Nice edition, to have been 
written by the late Abate Giovan Francesco 
Altanesi, in his latter days, of which he gives 
the following fevere, but juft, chara£ler. “This 
work is rendered infufferable by a heap of ftrange 
and inapplicable quotations, by pedantry, and 
by the blunders with which it abounds, copied 
from another life which was publilhed by 
Aluigi, in 1783. 

VII. Memcrie per fervire alia vita — Memoirs to- 
wards a Life of Metaftafio, collected by Saverio 
Mattei, 8vo. Naples, 1785. 

Thefe Memoirs were publilhed with an Eloge 
on Jomelli, or an Efl'ay on the progrefs of The- 
atrical Poetry and Mufic, by the fame author. 
Sig. Sav. Mattei is not only poflefled of deep 
and extenfive learning, but abilities as a poet, 
and great knowledge and good taftc in mulic ; 
concerning which he feems to have heard, read, 
and meditated, more than any man of letters 
in Italy. He rather points out in this tra£t, in a 
loofe and irregular way, juft as recollection dic- 
tates, materials for other biographers, than at- 
tempts a regular life of his friend and correfpon- 
dent Metaftafio himfelf. However, his dis- 
jointed materials are all ufeful, and many of 
them fuch as are no where elfe to be found. 

VIII. Raggionamcnio, or a Difcourfe by John 

3 Baptift 
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Baptift Morefchi, in praife of Peter Metaftafio, 
read at a meeting of the Academy degi’t Fervidi 
in Bologna, 1786. This difcourfe, prefixed to 
the firft volume of Metaftafio’s Letters, is a florid 
analyfis of his dramas, abounding in enthufiafti* 
encomiums, but contains no anecdotes or bio* 
graphical information concerning the poet’s lifo 
and manners. It is, however, not devoid of 
eloquence. 

IX. Vita del? Abate Pietro Me t ast a s 10, feritt* 
ieW Avocato Carlo Cristini. In this life, written 
by the Editor of the complete edition of all Meta- 
ftafio’s Works, in twenty vols. i2mo. with two 
volumes of Remarks andObfervations on his dra- 
matic produ&ions, publifhed at Nice, in 1785 
and 1786, the author feems judicioufly to have 
availed himfelf of the labours of all his predecef- 
fors; having compiled a life from the information 
obtained by the refearches of others, not from a 
perfonal acquaintance or correfpondence with 
the poet, nor any new fources of information, 
except what he procured at Naples from Signor 
Mattei. This is doubtlefs the moft ample and 
fatisfafctory life of Metaftafio which I have feen, 
occupying 214 pages of the firft volume of the 
edition to which it is prefixed. 

The author of this life has done me the 
honour to refer feveral times td my German Four : 
once, indeed, to point out a miftake, which I 
ihali here moft readily acknowledge and correct. 
' At 
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At the time of my vifiting Vienna, ten year* 
before the deceafe of Metadafio, the hidory of 
the early part of his life was very imperfeftJy 
known ; and the bequejt of a friend had been tra- 
ditionally handed about, indead of that of the 
Romanina, which is now univerfally known and 
allowed. The dory had been told me by a per- 
fon of high rank, whofe information, in other 
refpefls, has flood the ted of the drifted exa- 
mination ; but at this time, even the Abate 
Tarudi, Metadafio’s countryman and intimate 
friend, was unacquainted with the Will of the 
Romanina, and fecmed to credit the dory which 
was then in circulation concerning Mctadafio’s 
generofity to the relations. of a deceafed friend. 

At the time of Metadafio’s deceafe, there 
were fix capital editions of his works in the 
prefs, and innumerable have been the editions 
fince, to mod of which a life of the author is 
prefixed, which has been confulted, though 
unprofitably, in hopes of new information. In- 
deed my bed refourccs of information have 
flowed from the podhumous publication of the five 
volumes of his letters, which fird appeared with 
the complete edition of his poetical works at 
Nice, 1786, but without the lead attention to 
chronology. The principal of thefe, however, 
1 have arranged, tranflated, and interwoven in 
the Memoirs : making the poet, as often as 
2 poffible. 
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poflible, fpeak for himfelf, and relate his own 
ftory. 

I might add, as an advantage to myfelf, at 
lead, if not to my enterprize, that I had a per- 
fonal acquaintance with feveral of the Poet’s 
correfpondents : fuch as Padre Martini, Hade, 
Jomelli, and Farinelli j that I am in pofleflion 
of the works of mod of his literary friends, to 
whom his letters are preferved $ and was a 
llranger to the perfon or talents of but few of 
the opera compofers or fingers that are occafiqm 
ally mentioned in his correfpondence. 

But ftill hoping for farther information, and 
unwilling to (brink from any pains, or leave 
untried any poflible means of procuring it, I 
ventured to addrefs a letter to his eleve and 
executrix, the accomplilhed Mademoifelle Mar- 
lines, at Vienna, telling her of my defign, and 
fpecifying all the materials which I had been 
able to colleft for its accompli/bment. At the 
fame time entreating her to inform me whether 
it would be poflible to augment them by public 
books or private anecdotes ? And had the fatif- 
fa£lion of being allured by this lady (the perfon 
beft qualified to anfwer my quellion) after pe-* 
rufing the lift of books which I had procured 
previous to writing the life of Metaftafio, that 
“ (he cpuld recollctt no others ; nor could thofe 
*f of whom (lie had enquired.” 

“ They 
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“ They have been printing here *, (Hie adds,) 
“ ever fince the month of June, 1794, the ge- 
** nuine letters of Mctaftafio to his friends, and 
“ other particular pieces, of which I fend you a 
“ catalogue, and which I have ceded to a young 
“ phyfician, Dr. Lewis Careno by name, an Ita- 
“ lian, fettled here with great reputation in 
“ medicine and literature ; he intends to make 
“ three editions at the fame time, two in the 
“ form of that of Paris, 1780, and one in that 
of Venice of 1781. 

" The firft volume has left the prefs ever fince 
“ Oftober, 1794, and the fecond is near finifh- 
“ ed ; fo that towards the month of April next 
(Mademoifelle Martines’s letter is dated Janu- 
ary 25th 1795), “ all the three volumes will 
“ appear under the title of “ Opere pcjlume Jell* 
“ Abate Pietro Metastasio, Vienna, 1 79 5.** 
** In the firft will be found a manufeript well 
w worthy of the author : OJJervaxioni da me fatte 
“Julie Lr age die e Commedie Grecbe, which takes up 
** a third part of that volume ; then begin the 
“ fele&ed letters. In the next volume, the let- 
“ ters are continued ; and the third will contain 
“ letters and billets written by the late emprefs 
“Maria Teresa, and little poetical pieces 
“ collefled from his writings. The impreflion 
“ will be executed with the utmoft elegance and 
“ neatnefs. For your further information, I have 

* At Vienna. 

“ inclofed 
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.** inclofed a copy of the Printer’s advert ife- 
f* ment. 

“ I would be more circumflantial to you with 
f* regard to the Bard ; but that 1 fee you are 
furnilhed with the bell books concerning him, 

“ and may draw thence a deal of information. 
f* If in any thing elfe I may be of fervice to 
f‘ you, it will give me a true fatisfaflion, as it 
“ does to affure you of that real efteem with 
/* which I am, Sir, 

“ Your mod humble fervant, 

“ Marianne Martines." 

This extra£l, literally copied from the original 
letter with which I have been favoured, I could 
pot refill inferting in my Preface ; not only for 
the information it will afford the admirers of 
Metafiafio concerning the three additional 
volumes of his works, printed in 4 to, 8vo, and 
i 2 mo, to fuit any edition of his former writ- 
ings of which they may be in poffeflion, but as 
a fpecimcn of the marvellous accuracy with 
.which this ingenious lady is able to write in a 
language, which Ihe has acquired at the diltance 
pf a thoufand miles from our Ifland ! 
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PIETRO ME T A ST AS I O. 



SECTION I. 

P ietro Trapasso, the fecond Ton of Fe- 
lice Trapaffoof Afifi, and Francefca Galafti 
of Bologna, was born at Rome, Jan. 6th, 
1698, in the parifh of Santi Lorenzo & Da- 
rtiafo, where he was baptifed the 19th of the 
fame month, by Card. Ottoboni. 

His father, though defcended from a family 
in Afifi which had long enjoyed the privileges 
of free-citizensj but which, by a gradual de- 
cline, was reduced to poverty, not being able 
vol. 1. B to 
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to fubfift in the place of his birth, lifted for 
a loldier in the regiment of Corli, and loon 
after married Francelca Galafti, by whom 
he had many children befides the Poet. 

While he was in garrilon, to the fmall pay 
of a foldier, he added fomething towards 
the maintenance of his family, by becom- 
ing an Amantrenfis. And at length, having 
ferved the ufual time, and by extreme in- 
duftry and (economy faved a little money, 
he entered into partnerlhip with a (hop-keeper 
at Rome, for the fale of goods which be- 
long to what the Romans call l' arte bianca , 
confifting of oil, flower, paftry, and other 
culinary materials. 

And having been fomewhat profperous in 
this kind of merchandise, he placed his two 
eldcft fons, I.eopoldo, and Pietro, at a Gram- 
mar-fchooL The latter difcovered an extra- 
ordinary quicknefs and difpofition for litera- 
ture, and a violent paftion for poetry, with a 
power of making verfes, extempore, on any 
given fubjedt, before he was ten years 
old.(tf). 

This 

(a) This fpccies of infpiration, allowed to the improvi- 
Jatori of Italy, was long doubted in England by thofe 
who had never eroded the Alps, till the arrival of the 
celebrated T alassi in our country about ten years ago ; 

when 
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Tiiis faculty he was habituated to exer- 
cife, after fchool hours, at his father’s fhop, 
where great crowds ul'ed to afiemble in the 
flreet of an evening to hear the young Tra- 
pafli fing, all' improvijia ; who, befides the 
harmony of his numbers, was gifted -with 
the melody of a fine voice. During one 
of thefe tuneful Jits,- the learned civilian 
Gravina having accidentally palled that 
way, was {truck with the fweetnefs of the 
child’s voice, and ftill more with his verfes, 
which he foon found were extempore, and 
either upon perfons who flood near him, or 
on playful fubjedls of their fuggefting. 

Gravina was fo aflonifhed and pleafed at 
the precocity of the little bard’s talents, 
that he ftopt to carefs, and converfe with 
him, offering him money for his perform- 
ance, which however the child modeftly de- 
clined to accept. This fo much increafed the 
civilian’s admiration, that he inflantly con- 
ceived awifh to adopt him, for the pleafureof 
cultivating a foil which nature had rendered 
fo fertile, that even the fpontaneous flowers 
and fruits it produced were of a fuperior 

when the moft ob ft irate infidels were converted to the 
faith, and obliged to confefs the reality of the art. 
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kind. Without hefitation he therefore ap- 
plied to his parents, loliciting them to trans- 
fer to him the care of their Ion’s education, 
promifmg to become not only his preceptor, 
■but father. 

As the child Was flill to remain at Rome, 
and no cruel preliminary was mentioned, by 
which his natural parents were prohibited 
from feeing him and cherifhipg reciprocal 
affeflion, Felix was too wife, and zealous for 
the welfare of his foh, to refule the proffer- 
ed patronage ; and the next morning Pietro 
was conducted by his father and mother to 
the houfe of Gravina, and w'holly configned 
to his care and protection. 

Our young bard was now, from the le- 
gitimate child of a fhop-keeper, become 
the adopted foil of a man of letters. And 
as his learned patron was partial to Greek 
literature, and wifhed to implant in the 
mind of the young Roman a refpeCt and 
reverence for ancient lore, he tranflated his 
name into Greek : calling him Metas- 
tasio, inftead of FrapaJJi ; as MeTzs-ctri?, 
Mutatio, leemed at once to exprefs his 
former name of Trapafo, and his new litua- 
tion as an adopted child. 
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And having changed his name, he un- 
dertook the more difficult talk of changing, 
or at leaft, enlarging, his mental faculties, 
and at the fame time that he was ftudying 
the learned languages, and imbuing his 
mind with the fciences, he wiffied to make 
him an orator rather than a poet, and deter- 
mined that he ffiould ftudy the Law as a pro- 
feffion ; that, and Divinity, being the only 
two roads by which a man of learning could 
arrive at honours and dignity in Rome. 
Poets, indeed, were rewarded with barren 
praife and acclamation, but wealth and afflu- 
ence were Grangers to their doors. 

Yet while he was obliged to read the dry 
books of the Law, and to hear the wran- 
gling and jargon of the bar, his natural 
paffion never quitted him, but 

T rue as the needle to the Polar ftar 
Which nightly guides the advent’rous mariner, 

Its glowing influence pointed out the way 
Through flow’ry paths of poetry to ftray. 

And however he was oftenlibly occupied 
by other ftudies, he found time, by Health, 
to read the great models of the art, of 
which fays an Italian writer, “ he lucked 
the fweet, and devoured the fubftance.” 
Jpdeed he was as much in dilguife in the 
b 3 • robes 




robes of the Forum, as Achilles in thofe of 
a female. At the names of Homer and 
Ariofto, which were his favourite poets, 
he was unable to contain himfelf ; and 
Gravina difcovering, in fpite of his pupil’s 
determination to conform implicitly to his 
will, that this exclufive patfion for poetry 
was infuperable, at length permitted him 
to read thofe poets which he himfelf thought 
not only the belt, but the only models of 
perfection. At the age of fourteen, during 
the early period of this indulgence, Metaftafio 
produced his Tragedy of Giujiino , conform- 
able to the rigour of all the rules of the 
ancient Greek dramatic writers, with which 
his learned preceptor had fupplicd him. 
But he lifpcd the numbers of the drv and 
formal fcenes of this Coup d'EJfai in a 
manner which he afterwards difliked in 
proportion to the pains he had taken to 
walk the ftage in Greek bufkins. We have 
his own opinion of this production in a 
letter written to Signor Calfabigi, in which 
he fays : “ I fhould have wifhed that none 
of my early productions, which favour too 
much of adolcfcence, might have appeared 
in the Paris edition, particularly the Tra- 
gedy of Giujiino , written at fourteen years of 
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age : when the authority of my illuftrious 
mailer did not fuller me to move a/ftep from 
.the moft religious imitation of the Greeks ; 
and when my inexperience and want of dif- 
cernment were unable to diflinguilh gold 
from lead, even in thole mines themielves, 
of which he then began to dilplay to me 
the trealures.” Atto II. Sc. 4. of this 
Tragedy is finely written, and abounding in 
profound lentiments. There are chorules 
a la Grec, and airs all'Italienne , at the end 
of each ad ; but of which (as there are 
five ads) thefe airs and chorufes only could 
have been lung (b). Cleone, the looth-fayer, 
pleads his caule very ably for an advocate 
at fourteen, to the fair widow Afleria, 
Atto III. Sc. 5. The three firft ads are 
mild and unimpallioned ; but the fourth, is 
all diftrefs and agitation. An incident 
occurs in this ad limilar to that in Shak- 
fpeare’s Romeo and Juliet, where Romeo, 
fuppoling Juliet dead, drinks poilon, which 
he has fcarcely fwallowed when Ihe revives : 
Thus Sophia, fuppoling Juftin to have been 

(b) It does not appear that this Tragedy was ever per- 
formed as an Opera. The drama of the fame name, fet 
by Handel and brought out in 1737, is founded on a very 
different hiftorical fa£t. 

b 4 irrecover- 
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irrecoverably drowned, takes a fatal draught ; 
but is foon after informed that he is reco- 
vered. 

It l'eems fomewhat inconfiftent, that Gra- 
vina, whofe firft impreflions in favour of his 
young pupil were the effedts of his prema-r 
ture genius for poetry, fhould check his 
progrefs in that art, in favour of another 
ftudy for which he had no paflion or uncom- 
mon difpofition ; but thinking more of his 
future fortune than fame, he chained him to 
legiflation, pandedls, edicts, decrees, codes, 
rolls, and every fpecies of advocation* that 
was likely to contribute to his profeffional 
knowledge and advancement. ■ 

But after producing the Tragedy of Giul- 
tino upon Gravina’s favourite Greek model, 
the learned civilian l'eems not only to have 
tolerated, but encouraged his pupil’s adora- 
tion of the mufes ; and at eighteen carried 
him to Naples exprefsly to afford him an 
opportunity of finging extempore with the 
moll celebrated Improvifatori of Italy at that 
time. Metaftafio, in a letter to Alggrotti 



* Alas ! my thrice gentle Caflio; 

My advocation is not now in tune. 

Shaksp. Othello. 

Written 
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written in 1 757, gives the following account 
of this poetical contention. “ It is your 
wilh to have fpeejmens of the verfes which 
I made extempore, during my childhood ; 
but how can 1 pofiibly gratify this wifh ? I 
do not deny but that a natural talent for 
harmony and the mufes, was dilcovered in 
me, that was thought fomewhat uncommon, 
and more early than ufual, that is, at ten or 
eleven years old; that this phenomenon lb 
dazzled my great mailer Gravina, that he 
Nvas partial to it, and cherifhed me as a foil 
worthy of his cultivation : and that fo late 
as the year 1716, he exhibited me to Ipeak 
verfes, God knows how, for the benefit of 
Georgio Lorentino, upon all kinds of fub- 
jedls, at which time I had for competitors the 
illulhious Rolli, Vagnini, and the Cavalier 
Perfetti, men who were then arrived at full 
maturity, and veterans in Pindaric battles.” 
And it is related by his biographers, that 
in this very year of his age, he fung, a/i’ 
improvi/ia, at Naples, forty o< 51 ave llanzas 
on a fubjeft propofed to him by one of the 
audience, which was the magnificence of 
princes , and he was heard with wonder and 
rapture by all the learned prefent. They 
admired the fecundity of his ideas, the fu- 

blimity 
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blimity of his conceptions, the flights of his 
fancy, and the facility and neatneis of his 
exprefiion. Indeed he became in that city, 
the general and favourite fubj eft of literary 
academies and aflemblies of good tafte and 
polite converfation ; where nothing was re- 
peated but the favourite verfes which he had 
lung extempore, and which were remem- 
bered by thofe who had heard them from 
his own mouth : on thefe occasions, the 
order, clearnefs, and learning, with which 
he treated the fubjetds, as well as the beauty 
of his verfes, the l'weetnefs of his voice, the 
grace of his aftion, his modeft deportment, 
and the expreflion of his countenance, were 
univerfally extolled. By thefe excellencies, 
joined to his line features and great natural 
dignity, he became the idol of all w'ho heard 
and faw him ; and the love of his preceptor, 
Gravina, encreaied with his years, as the 
genius and gratitude of his pupil rendered 
him every day more and more fatisfied with 
his own difeernment in felc&ing and adopt- > 
ing him. 

With his poetical fludies Mctaflafio ftill 
continued to puriue thofe of the law, ‘ and 
in order to obtain a paflport through the two 
moil promiting roads to preferment at Rome, 



Digitized by Google 



( « ) 

he cherilhed alfo a hope of rifing in fhe 
church; affumed the clerical habit, and took 
the minor orders of priefthood ; not indeed, 
lay the Italian writers of his life, from any 
partiality for that profelfion, but by the advice 
of his affectionate mailer, as the mod likely 
means of obtaining honour and emoluments. 

At twenty years of age he bad the mif- 
fortune to lofe his learned preceptor and 
patron, Gravina, who died in 1718, aged 
fifty-four. It has been doubted whether 
this event, which his heart inclined him to 
regard as the greatefl calamity, was not a 
fortunate circumftance for his fame. Meta- 
ftafio, whole writings evince him to have 
been all tendernefs, gratitude and difintereft- 
cd fenfibility, bewailed this misfortune with 
the deepeft affliction ; and in the Elegy called 
La Strada della Gloria, written on this occa- 
fion, and read at a full afiemblv of the 
members of the arcadian academy founded 
by Gravina^ he gave a public teftimony of 
his forrow and gratitude, expreffive of thole 
noble fentiments, which he chefilhed and 
praftifed to the end of his life. Nor did the 
beneficent will of his mailer, diminifh his 
grief or dry his tears, though when opened it 

was 
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was found to have been made in 1717, and 
that he had appointed him his heir. 

By this liberal aft, he verified his pro- 
mife to the parents of Mctaftafio, of treat- 
ing him as his own child. The advantage 
to his talents and to the lovers of poetry, 
which is fuppofed to have been derived from 
this early lots of his learned tutor, was the 
opportunity it afforded his genius, to free 
itfelf from the trammels of Grecian rules and 
fervile imitation. But though in his dramas 
he has more pat nos, poetry, nature, and 
facility, than we are now able -to find in the 
ancient Greek tragedians, yet his early ftudy 
of them certainly elevated his ideas and 
ftvle, and taught him how to fhun the 
vulgarity and ablurdities with which the 
early popular dramatics of moft countries 
abound. He may be laid to write with 
claflic elegance, though he had liberated 
himfelf from claflic chains. 

Gravina rendered his name more cele- 
brated by educating and forming the tafte 
of Mctaftafio, than bv all the produftions 
of his own pen. This learned civilian was 
bprn in the diocefe of Cofenza, in the Pon- 
tificate of Innocent XI. and was called to 

Rome 



Digitized by Google 



( *3 ) • 

Rome and honoured with a profeffional 
chair, as a doctor of laws, at the Univerfity 
della Sapienza. He had many friends by 
whom he was fincerely loved and refpedt- 
ed; but he had likewile many enemies, who 
tried to deprefs and mortify him in then- 
writings. The celebrated fatires of Quintus 
Settanus were all written againft him, under 
the feigned name of Filodemo. They are 
extremely bitter; but it is imagined that 
Gravina brought leverity upon himfelf, by 
his rough treatment of others in his critical 
writings, where he neither fpared the inge- 
nious nor the learned, any more than the 
dull and the ignorant. His works confiil of 
his Poetics , or la Region Poetica ; a treat ife 
on tragedy publilhcd by Metaftafio, and four 
tragedies, entitled Palamedes, Andromeda, Ap- 
pius Claudius , and Servius Tullius , which 
could not have been written by Sophocles 
himfelf in a more Grecian ftyle. Rut the 
moft celebrated of all his profellional pro- 
duftions, is entitled Originum Juris, I'tbri 
tres, the mod learned work which has ap- 
peared on that l'ubjeft, and which is ftill 
much read and ftudied by proficients in the 
law. He left behind him the character of 
but a moderate poet and orator, though 

poflefl'ed 
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poftefled of great learning and claflical know- 
ledge. Gravina’s bequeft to Metaftafio con- 
lifted of 1 5,000 Roman crowns, between 
three and four thoufand pounds fterling in 
money, a fum, fays his anonymous biogra- 
pher, not contemptible, if he had known as 
well how to keep as deferve it. But the 
mufes are no great friends to oeconomy: and 
poet and parfimony in the vocabulary of 
Apollo have a very oppofite lignification. 
Belides the fpecie, he left him an excellent 
library, and a great quantity of rich furniture, 
with three fmall places, of which he had put 
him in pofleflion before his deceafe, and a 
little eftate in the kingdom of Naples. 

Metaftafio’ s refpebt and gratitude for his 
preceptor and benefabtor, will appear in 
lb many of the letters which will be inferted 
in the courfe of thefe Memoirs, that we 
lhall only here cite from a letter to his bro- 
ther I^eopold, a paftage in which the good 
fenfe and found judgment, as well as affec- 
tion for his mental mafter, appear in a ftrong 
light. 

“ The Abate Molinari informs me, that 
a pious ecclefiaftic has written the life of 
our excellent Gravina, which he intends to 
publilh. And I undcrftand, that - it is his 

inten- 
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intention particularly to exculpate him from 
the charge of irreligion, falfely aferibed to 
him bv fome of his enemies. 1 am ex- 

J 

tremely grateful to any one ' who manifelts 
partiality ‘for a man to whom I owe fo 
much. But, between ourfelves, I fear this 
zeal is now out of feafon. All rivalry is at an 
ertd ; and the republic of letters now only 
remembers the fame which his learned 1 hours 
have merited. So that an apology at this 
time would only inform the world of what 
at prefent it is wholly ignorant : that fome 
doubts were once entertained concerning 
the orthodoxy of this great man. Try to 
get acquainted with the good eccleliaftic, 
and if polfible to fee his work. And after 
due praife and acknowledgements for his in- 
tentions, communicate to him, with all pol- 
fible humility, my doubts of the expediency 
of fuch a publication. But do it gently : 
for if the author expefts much applaufe or 
profit from his work, he will not eafily be 
prevailed on to relinquilh it.” 

Our poet is now become a free agent, 
mailer of himfelf, and a defpotic prince 
over no inconiiderable fortune. His con- 
. verfation and verfes had too much excel- 
lence to want admirers. And his table w'as 

too 
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too well ferved to be in want of guefts. He 
now wholly quitted the dry ftudy of the 
law, and devoted himfelf and his fortune to 
the mules and his friends. There was no 
poetical aflembly in which he did not read i 
lome new production : as our Garrick in the 
early part of his life was found wherever 
lovers of theatrical amufements were aflem- 
bled. Stimulated by the applaul'e which 
every piece univerfally received, Metaftafio 
thought of nothing: but how to have it re- 
newed by another compolition. The love of 
praiie is an infirmity to which the belt minds 
are perhaps the moll fubjett. During this 
intoxication, not a thought feems to have 
been bellowed on his prelent finances or fu- 
ture fortune. If he reflected at all during 
thefe times of diflipation, it was on the 
number of his friends and admirers, and the 
certainty of patronage whenever he lhould 
want it. What his predecelTor Petrarca has 
laid of the temple of love, was Hill more ap- 
plicable to that of fortune, by Metaftafio. 




Error fogni, ed tmmagini fmorte 
Eran d ’ intorno all'arco trionfale, 
E falfc oginioni in fu lc portc , 

E lubrict fftrar fu pr le fealc *. 

* Purar. trionf. d’Amore. 
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Errors and Dreams and Thoughts half form’d abound, 
-And crowd the bafelefs fabric all around } 

While at the threfhold falfe Opinions (land, 

And on the fteps, vain Hope, with magic wand. 

Thofe whom the poet’s young imagina- 
tion had dignified with the title of friends, 
Were only indulging their love of poetry 
«nd good cheer, at his expence. Among 
all the leffons of literature and fciencc, 
which his learned and liberal patron had 
taught him, he feems to have forgotten 
thofe of worldly wildom. And in pointing 
out to his genius and diligence the mean3 
of meriting the property he left him, he 
wholly neglefted to tell him how to pre- 
ferve it, and that the flattery of the p oor 
and the rich is alike felfifh : the one for 
profit, and the other for pleafure. And 
indeed it is faid, that during this time, 
among his moll ardent admirers at Rome, 
befides thofe who profited from his bounty, 
there were many perlons of the higheft 
rank and authority, who feemed proud of 
being thought his patrons and protestors. 
But the zeal of thefe cooled in proportion 
as he became likely to want their protec- 
tion ; and what Pliny has faid of the Cin- 
namon tree, feems applicable to the great 
vol. i. c in 
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in general, corticis, in quo fumma gratia , 
nothing but the bark, the mere outjide, is 
of any value. For want of thefe inftruc- 
tions, his patson’s legacy was foon diflipat- 
ed ; not in the fupport of vice, but moflly 
in munificence and good cheer. Many of 
his fugitive pieces were produced during 
this period, particularly his fonnet on 
the celebrated Gafparini, in 1719, (the 
year after his patron’s death) when that 
elegant and pleating compofer was in the 
height of his favour at Rome. Many of 
his cantatas, canzonets, and fonnets were 
produced even at a more early period (c). 

Finding himfelf in two years time 
wholly reduced to his two fmall Roman 
places, his little Neapolitan pofleffions, and 
his library, he went to Naples with the 
firm refolution of ferioufly refuming the 
fludy of the law. Being arrived in that 
city 1720, he placed himfelf under the 
guidance of ail advocate of the name of 
Pag/ietti, earneflly entreating his alliftance 
in the fludy of jurifprudence, and pro- 
mifing on his own part, to fecond the in- 

(c) See Hift. Muf. vol. iv. 
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flru&ions which he Ihould receive with all 
poffible diligence and docility (d). Faglie:ti 
was one of the mod eminent lawyers at that 
time in the city of Naples ; but fo rigorous 
a dilciplinarian, and fo totally devoted to his 
profeffion, that he not only delpiled but ab- 
solutely hated every fpecies of ornamental 
knowledge or literature. Poetry was there- 
fore ranked by him among the mod deadly 
fins of which an advocate could pofiibly be 
guilty. Indeed it was to him an object of 
fuch horror, that he trembled at the mere 
mention of it. It is natural therefore to fup- 
pofe that Paglietti, devoid of all talte for the 
arts of elegance, which help to humanize 
and polifh our favage nature, was rough, 
four, and forbidding in his addrefs and man- 
ners : he was all law, and of that lever e and 
mercilefs fort, which knows not how to par- 
don the fmalleft imprudence or deviation 
from worldly wifdom. 

(d) Though moft of the biographers of Metaftafio agree 
in this account of his placing himfelf under a celebrated 
advocate at Naples, in order to purfue the ftudy of the 
law after the deceafe of Gravina ; the Poet himfelf, in his 
letters to Saverio Mattei, calls him the celebrated advocate, 
and afterwards counfel Cajiagnola. 

C 2 Metaftafio 
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Metaftafio was not ignorant of his feverity 
and invincible hatred for poetry; but in- 
ftead of looking upon it as an evil, he was 
the more eager to place him/elf under his 
moft rigid difcipline, in order to prevent a 
relapfe into poetry, which had hitherto been 
to him fo unprofitable a ftudy. The recep- 
tion of Metaftafio by this Lycurgus, and his 
firft lecture, were perhaps rendered more 
auftere and acrid by the fame of his poetical 
talents, with which not only Naples but all 
Italy was already filled ; but Metaftafio 
hearing it with heroic patience, renewed 
his promife of unwearied application, and 
kept it fo well during his firft refidence un- 
der the advocate’s roof, that he began to 
entertain great hopes of his becoming an ex- 
cellent lawyer, and treated him with as 
•much fweetnefs as his bitter nature would 
allow. He knew that the ftudies of his 
young difciple were frequently impeded by 
the vifits of perfons of learning and diftinc- 
tion, to whom his poetical abilities were well 
known, and who remembered him when he 
was brought to Naples, as an imprcvifatore y 
■ by Gravina. But now their expectations were 
transferred to his legal abilities, upott which, 

from 
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from his learning and application, they had 
formed the higheft hopes. It is certain that 
Metaftafio at this time, exercifmg the greateft 
tyranny over his natural inclination, refrained 
entirely, not only fromwriting verfes, but from 
fpeaking them extempore, in lpite of all fo- 
licitation. The firft breach of contra# with 
the rugged advocate, and firft feduCtion of 
the mufe during his refidence at Naples, was - 
in the beginning of 1721, at the inftigation 
of the countefs of Althan, who prevailed on 
him to write an Epithalamium for the nup- 
tials of her relation the marquis Pigna- 
telli with a lady of the Pinelli family ; it 
confifts of near one hundred oCtave ftanzas, 
is full of elegance, and in the higheft clafs of 
poetry. The drama of Endymion, the firft 
that he produced exprefsly for mufic, is faid 
to have been written on the fame occafion, 
of which the following dedicatory epiftle to 
the countefs d’ Althan, dated May 30, 1721, 
is printed at the head of his letters. “ If it 
js natural, moft illuftrious and excellent Lady, 
for tender fathers to regard their children 
with affeCtion, as a part of themfclves, and 
a continuation of their own exiftence, 
with how much greater reafon ought intel- 
lectual parents to love the productions of 

9 3 their 
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their minds, and to cultivate that celeftial 
{park which ditlinguiffies us from brutes, 
and renders us fuperior to all other terreftial 
beings.” 

The reft is common flattery — declaring 
that if he durft, he would fay the very fine 
things which he does lay, of the lady’s high 
rank and illuftrious progenitors. 

Metaftafio’s next infringement of the 
laws laid down by the advocate Paglielti 
againfl: the wicked practice of poetry, was 
cccafioned by an application from the Vice- 
roy of Naples himfelf, that he would write 
a drama for mufic, to be performed on the 
birth-day of the emprefs Elizabeth, confort 
of the emperor Charles VI. who was then 
in pofleffion of that kingdom. It is faid 
that he was with difficulty prevailed upon 
to enter on this talk, and only complied upon 
a promife that it ffiould be kept a profound 
fecret. Our bard in perpetual fear of the 
inexorable lawyer, was obliged to facrifice 
his hours of fleep to this contraband com- 
merce with the mufes. The piece was en- 
titled The Gardens of the Hesperides, 
and is one of the moft beautiful of his early 
produ&ions. The viceroy on receiving it 
I pre- 
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preferred him with two hundred ducats, and 
is laid by the anonymous author of his life 
to have received his promife of fecrecy, 
which he kept fo religioufly, that neither the 
compofer, the lingers, nor the printer him- 
felf had the lealt fulpicion who was the 
author. That the young Bard may have 
wilhed to lie concealed during the rehearfal 
and firft performance of his dramatic at- 
tempt, is probable; but that he continued 
longer to make a myftery of the parentage 
of this poetical child, when it had received 
luch unequivocal marks of public favour, is 
fully confuted by the firft edition of this 
drama, which now lies before me, and to 
the dedication of which his name is fubferibed 
at full length (e). It has been truly laid, 
that when a falfehood has gained admillion 
into a book, it is more likely to be copied 

( e ) As the firft Edition is become very fcarce, and 
fettles feveral difputed points in the Life of the Lyric 
Bard, 1 fhall infert the title here, ent ire. 

Gli Orti Esperidi componimento dramatic o da ean- 
tarjt , in occafione del felicijfimo giorno natalizio delta fac. 
Cef. Catt. Real Maejld di Elifabetta Augufla Imperatriec 
regnante, per commando dell ’ illujl*\ cd Ecceh'y Sig. D. 
Afarc' Antonio Borgheji , Principe di Sulmone , Vicere, Idc, 
del Regno di Napoli . In Napoli, 1721, 4to. per Francefco 
Ricciardo. 

c 4 than 
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than confuted. And this ftory of Metaftafia 
wiihing to lie concealed during the perform- 
ance and fuccefs of hisfirft drama at Naples, 
after being hazarded by one biographer, has 
been taken upon truft by all fubfequent wri- 
ters of his life •, and I Ihould have been of 
the number had I not luckily met With the 
original printed copy. The dedication of 
this drama to the Vice-Queen, dated Naples, 
28th of Auguft 1721, is elegantly written, 
but abounds not with uncommon ideas. 

“ If, fays he, -the choice of a grand and 
fublime fubjedt were fufficient to fecure the 
fuccefs of a literary production, I fhould 
have no reafon to dread the fate of this. But - 
if it is true, that the more vaft and majeltic 
the edifice, the more folid fhould be the 
foundation, and the workmanship the more 
exquifite, I have the greater realbn to fear 
that the enterprize prel'cribed to me, is too 
high for my abilities. Deign therefore, moft 
illurtrious lady, to fuffer me to avail myfelf ' 
of the fplendor of your name, to make 
amends for the defedls of my pen. Already 
the care of the Gardens of the Hefperffles y 
whence my work has its name, is taken 
from the fabulous dragon and affigned to q 
defeendant of the glorious family of Bor- 

ghefe. 
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ghefe (f). And if every other reafon thou 14 
fail to induce your acceptance of this humble 
offering, it is hoped that your excellency will v _ * 
be propitious to my prayer, in confederation 
of the grandeur of the fubjedd and the com- 
mands which emboldened the mule to fo 
daring a flight. I might now launch out 
in the praifes of your excellence, and of your 
moll worthy confort, but befides my injunc- 
tions to the contrary, I fhould neither be 
able to fay lo much as is univerfally known, 
jior fo little, but that your modefty would be 
offended \vith it. Therefore, without length- 
ening this addrefs unneceffarilv, imploring 
for this produdlion that patronage and par- 
tiality with which the author has been hoi 
poured by your excellency from his mod 
early youth, I prefume with the mod pro- 
found refpedl and reverence, to fubferibe 
myfelf your excellency’s mod humble, mold 
devoted, and mod obliged fervant, 

papiu.Aug.xs, Pietro Metastasio.” 

1721. 

Porpora had the honour of fetting to 
mufic this firft Lyric effufion of our Bard. It 

m J 

on / confifts of two adds. The principal 

(f) “’Let us, for once, (fays the /lb. CriJIiani, the moil 
exait and judicious of Metaftafio’s biographers) forgive 
the Poet the ufe of fo infipid an argument.” 

4 female 
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female linger was theRoMANiNA, of whom 
we fhall have frequent occafion to fpeak 
hereafter. Thofe of the other four fingers 
' ' employed, were in England during Handel’s 

Opera Regency : Pinacci, Pa/i, and La 
Merighi. The feenes and decorations, of 
which/ three or four plates are given in this 
4to coition, were extremely fplendid, but 
not in the ufual good tafte of Italy in fubfe- 
quent times. 

The next drama that was written at the 
expence of his legal ftudies, or his moments 
of reft and recreation, was Angelica. This 
was printed at Naples, 1722, and fet by 
Porpora, for the Emprefs’s birth-day (g). 
The preface to this piece is printed in the 
firft volume of the author’s letters, in which 
he fays : “ The learned and excellent men, in 
every faculty, that abound in Naples, at pre- 
fent, more than in any other city in Europe, 
are not accuftomed to demean themfelves fo 
1 far as to judge of works fo much below their 
notice as this ; yet as every produtlion of art, 
which neceflity or choice brings into the 
world, fiiould be fubmitted to their deciik>n, 



(g) It has been laid in fomc accounts of Metaftafio’s 
early productions, that Fariiulli’s firft performance was 
in this Serenata, &c. 

as 



Digitized by Google 



( 27 ) 

as worthy arbiters of its merit, the author 
is anxious to excufe, not to defend, the 
defefts of the prefent drama. And in- 
deed it would, perhaps, have been better 
able to defend itfelf, both as to the conduft 
of the fable and the elegance of the dialogue, 
had the author been allowed more time to 
correft and polifh it, previous to its being fet 
to mufic ; but the producing poetry different 
from that in common ufe ; the adopting 
each part to the particular talents and abili- 
ties of the performers ; and many other re- 
ftraints, which are difficult to explain to A <- J 
thofe who are unaccuftomed to luch labours, 
ought in juftice to exempt the author from 
the cenfurc of negligence. Thofe, however, 
who generally fet up for the moll: unerring 
judges of the works of others, leek for 
nothing but defedls ; and the inftant a work 
appears, fit in judgment over it, boldly pro- 
nouncing fentence, and exercilingthe wretch- 
ed employment of begging praife for them- 
felves, for denouncing the faults of others. 

As the author did not undertake the prefent 
work in order to acquire reputation, but in 
obedience to thofe who honoured him with 
their commands ; and as he luckily lucceeded 

in 
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in pleafing them, he readily renounces all 
other claims to favour. 

“ The plot is taken from Ariofto, as every 
one rnuft know ; but for the convenience of 
reprefentation, it has been altered in fome 
parts.” 

The poems which he produced at Naples, 
Were the admiration of all perfons poflefTed 
of a love and tafte for poetry, particularly 
the Gardens of the Hefpcrides ; but none felt its 
beauties fo forcibly as the Bulgarella 
detta Romani na, the great eft female finger 
and adtrefs of her -time ; who having per- 
formed the part of V enus in that occafional 
drama, was fo enchanted with the uncom- 
mon beauty of the poetry, that Ihe could not 
reft till (he had been introduced to the ac- 
quaintance of the author. Indeed, tradition 
fays, that this drama had an effect upon the 
audience in general, which Naples had never 
before experienced. The recitative was 
hardly begun, when the. fpedtators formed a 
more curious lpectacle than the adtors them- 
felves: fo great was the change in their be- 
haviour and mode of liftening that was in- 
ftantly produced. Violent noife and un- 
bridled clamour, ufed to reign in every part 

Pf 
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of that theatre, and could never be fubdued 
but with great difficulty, even when fome 
capital linger had a favourite air to perform ; 
and it was no fooner over, than the din was 
renewed with luch vehemence, that even 
the orcheftra could not be heard. But now, 
every one delighted by the new and decorous 
arrangement of the feenes, original beauty 
and fweetnefs of the verfe, the force of the 
• fentiments, the texture of the parts, and all the 
wonders of Metaftalio’s dramatic poetry, was 
forced, almofl infcnfibly, into profound filence 
and attention. The companions of Dido 
while Eneas was relating; the tragical events 
which happened at the liege of T roy, could 
not have liftened with more eagernets than 
the Neapolitan audience did at this repre- 
sentation. Univerfal curiolity was excited, 
and enquiries made, after the author, who, 
though a poet and fond of praife, is laid to 
have wifhed to lie concealed. But the Bui - 
garini who was not only plealed in common 
with the lovers of poetry, but imprelled 
with the mod lively gratitude to the author 
of the Hejperides , for the flattering reception 
and unbounded applaufe which this piece 
had procured her, both as an adrefs and 
finger, was impatient to be perfonally ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with him. And having difcovered 
that /he knew one of his intimate friends, 
lhe prevailed upon him to try to bring the 
poet to her houfe. He at firll refilled the 
folicitation ; but, at length, ceafing to be in- 
exorable, he was induced to make her a 
vifit. The Romanina (as lhe was generally 
called from being a native of that city,) had 
no fooner feen him, than lhe felt an uncom- 
mon regard for him. His poetical abilities, 
elegance of manners, and fine countenance, 
together with the circumltance of his being 
her countryman, or rather townfman, all 
joined to increafe her regard ; while Metaf- 
tafio on his part felt equally unable, with all 
the ftoicifm he could mufter, to refill the 
defire of improving the acquaintance; and 
frequently returned to enjoy the pleafure of 
her converfation. 

He had foon reafon to believe, from the 
countenance and behaviour of Paglietti, that 
neither his theatrical produdlion, nor the 
new llage acquaintance which he had made, 
was unknown to him. The praifes he re- 
ceived from the Romanina, and all thole 
to whom the fecret had been divulged, and 
their prelfing inllances that he would con- 
tinue to write, awakened his palfion for 

poetry, 
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poetry, which he had flattered himlelf was 
wholly fubdued. He now began to feel, that by 
the narrow and contracted Itudyof the law, his 
genius could never expand in his own original 
ideas, but would be conftantly tied down to • 
thofe of others. His reflections upon the 
fordidnefs of iacrificing his whole life to a 
diftafteful bufinefs, for the mere hope of ac- 
quiring wealth, (as he afterwards confeffed 
to his confidential friends), joined to the 
harfh treatment of the old advocate, whicli 
became more intolerable in proportion as the 
afliduity of Metaftafio diminifhed, entirely 
determined him to quit both him and his 
profeflion. 

His female friend perceived the conflict 
and internal war; and in order to ftimulate 
his courage and refolution, the and her huf- 
band invited him in the moft prefiing man- 
ner to rcfide under the lame roof, and allured 
him that they would contribute every thing 
in their power, to render his life as eafv and 
comfortable as poffible. He remained feveral 
months in a Itate of uncertainty; but at 
length, determined to accept their offer, to 
return to poetry, and to enjoy the pleafures 
of lociety in full liberty. Yet he did not 
l'eem inlenfible of the apparent indecorum 

and 
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and want of Fortitude which he manifefled 
in quitting, with fuch feeming levity, the 
purliiit of ftudies which had been recom- 
mended to him by his deceafed patron ; nor 
was he quite at his eai'e on the fide of deli- 
cacy, as to appearances ; the obligations to 
the Bulgarini , under which he was loading 
himfelf, frequently opprefled his mind. And 
yet fo limited is our power of penetrating into 
future events, that the meafures which he now 
purfued, far from impeding either his fame 
or fortune, were the foundations of all his 
fubfequent celebrity* An Italian poet has 
well deferibed the fhortnefs of mental vifion. 

Sclben fembra talor ebe torvo e in: jut 
Ji volto verfo noi valga la forte ; 

Ella feguendo fuo coftumc antiqut 
A inafpettata gioja apre Ic portc : 

F. afeonde fpc/Jo fotto calk obbliquo 
Della felieita le vie piu corte : 

Onde non fappia i n mezzo at tori':, e ai guai 
L'uom cbe temcr, nc ebe fperar giammai. 

“ Blind to the future,” while he fojourns here 
Man knows not what to hope or what to fear ; 

Amidft misfortune, forrow, and difmay, 

Fate oft, in frowns, points out the fhorteft way 
To fortune, fame, and uncxpe&cd joy, 

By means which prudence trembles to employ. 

« 

Sig. Saverio Mattci relates a curious 
anecdote which he had from the princefs 

Belmonte, 

i 
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Belmonte, concerning the power of our 
young author’s extemporaneous poetry, 
during his refidence at Naples, after the 
dcceafe of Gravina. The poet having a 
law-fuit on his hands, for part of the pof- 
feffions bequeathed to him in that kingdom 
by the Civilian, applied to this princefs for 
her intereft with the judge, (an iniquitous 
praftice in almoft every country, but Eng- 
land,) and fhe told him, if he would firft 
make her miftrefs of the fubjcft, by pleading 
his own caufe himfelf, aU’improviJla , and con- 
vince her that juftice was on his fide, (he 
would ufe her utmoft influence in his favour. 
He at firft excufed himfelf, on account of 
want of practice, in a faculty which he had 
difcontinued for many years. But the 
princefs perfifting in her wifh, as the only 
condition on which fhe fhould intereft her- 
felf in the bufinefs, he at length begun : and 
pleaded his caufe in a fong, with fuch lively 
and infinuating expreflions, that he foon 
drew tears from his patronefs. And while 
he was in the aft of incantation , other com- 
pany came in, who were equally aflefted by 
his enchantments. The next day, princefs 
Belmonte applied to the judge|, begged, 
prayed, and related, not only the merits of 
vol. i. d the 
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the caufe, but the extraordinary talents of 
her client j intreating him to be prefent at a 
fimilar exhibition. A day being fixed, and 
Metaftafio defired to repeat his pleadings to a 
new audience in the priucefs’s palace, he 
confented ; and without repeating a fingle 
verfe of what he had fung before, fuch were 
the fire, elegance,' and touching enthufiafirt 
of his numbers, as left not a dry eye in the 
room. The caufe was foon after juridically 
determined in his favour. 

We will fuppofe from the innate probity 
and honour of Metaftafio, that he had juftice 
as well as poetry on his fide ; but when elo- 
quence, or a firen voice is employed to 
confound right and wrong, facts, which, 
lhould alone determine legal right, are lo 
concealed, difguifed, and perverted, that 
juftice, which lhould be not only blind but 
deaf to all but fa£ls, is totally banilhed the 
court. 

The Bulgarini was engaged to fing in the 
theatre of Naples, during the carnival of 
1724; and being very ambitious of appearing 
to as much advantage in the next opera as 
the had done in that for the birth-day of the^ 
cmprefs, Ihe preffed the poet to write a 
drama, in which, as firft woman, fuch a 

chara&er 
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character might fall to her (hare, as would 
give her an opportunity of difplaying all her 
powers, both as an aftrefs and finger. It 
is ealy to imagine with what zeal the Abate 
went to work, in order to gratify her wifh. 
After many heroines had palled in review, 
Dido was at length chofen, and the drama 
entitled Didqne Abbandonata produced; 
in which he chofc the period of the hero, 
./Eneas, quitting the Carthaginian queen : as 
it furnilhed lcenes of the greateft force and 
pallion, as well as mere expreffion for his 
pen, and more abundant opportunities for 
the dilplay of the Romanina’s abilities, than, 
any other. This was the firft perfect mufical 
drama, perhaps, that ever graced the Italian 
Rage. The applaufc it obtained, was equal 
to that of the Orti Efperidi ; and though the 
ftory was lo well known, that no effeds could 
be produced by furprife, yet the plealure of 
the audience was exceliive (h). The dif- 
ferent editions circulated in a Ihort time, 
were innumerable ; and the Italians, proud 
of the refurrcftion of their drama, began to 
challenge all the reft of Europe, where their 
theatrical produftions were thought fuperior, 

(h) This opera was fet by Serro, and the part^of /Eneas 
performed by Nicclini. 
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to fhew any one, originally written for 
mufic, equally perfcdl. The learned Saverio 
Mattei, who is a very judicious mutical 
critic, in his eulogium on lomelli, in which 
he has inferted a fhort account of the pro- 
grefs of theatrical poetry and mufic, fays, 
that “ the Romanina was a great aftrels, 
and that Metafiafio himfclf was obliged to 
her for fuggefting to him the fined: fitua- 
tions in his Op. of Didone-, fuch as the 1 4th 
and 15th fcenes of the fecond a£l, which 
were entirely of her invention, as the 
princcfs Belmonte had frequently told him.” 
Opera annals, perhaps, can furnifh no other 
inftance of a female finger, qualified to in- 
firu£t a poet, except the Mingotti ; who had 
fludied ftage effects as welL as harmony, 
fufficiently to enlighten the author of the 
words Ihe lung, as well as the compofer of 
the mufic. 

From the great and fudden celebrity of 
Didone, which immediately after its firft 
appearance at Naples, was fet by the beft 
compofers of the time for the other principal 
theatres of Italy; the Venetian minifter at 
Rome, where it had been performed to 
Sarro’s mufic, was inftigated to apply to 
IMetaftafio to write the opera of Siroe, 

which 
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which he Tent to Venice, where it met with 
a fuccefs equal to that of Dido, to the great 
emolument of the author, who was magni- 
ficently rewarded for the fuperior excellence 
of his poetry. This drama was fet by 
Vinci at Venice, and performed and 
printed in 1726. 

It appears from the original libretti , or 
printed books of the words, all which I 
have been fo lucky as to procure, that the 
Romanina not only performed the principal 
female part in Metaftafio’s four firft dramas 
at Naples, but that fhe performed with the 
celebrated Nicolini in Didone , and Siroe, at 
Venice, when they were firft reprefented 
there in 172 5, and 1726; and according to 
Quadrio, (ij Metaftafio was himfelf in that 
city at this time ; as, prefixed to the Venetian 
edition of Didone in 1 725, there is a lonnet 
figned by the poet, and addrefled to the 
ladies of Venice. It was during this period, 
that he altered, for the fame performers, 
the old opera of Sifacj$, at the requeft of 
Porpora. 

The Romanina, probably, was not very 
young at this time, as in 1709, and 1712, 

(1) Storia d'cgn] potfia. . 
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(he had arrived at the fummit of her pro- 
fcHion at Genoa, where, according to the 
printed books of the words, (he performed 
the firft woman’s part ; and it does not ap- 
pear, that (he ever fung on the ftage after 
(he quitted Venice, in 1726. 

Didone, which had produced our poet, 
at Naples, another fum of two hundred 
ducats, was thought a much lefs confiderable 
advantage to him, than the conftant en- 
creafe of the regard and afFe&ion of the Ro- 
manina : who is faid to have exulted ex- 
tremely, as well as her hufband, in the 
fagacity with which they had made choice 
of fo dear and valuable a gueft. 

In the carnival of 1 726, while Metaftafio’s 
dramas received fuch unbounded applaufe at 
Venice, Didone , as fet by Vinci, was re- 
ceived at Rome with acclamation. The 
famous ex-jefuit Cordara , who was there at 
that time, in his eloge of Metaftafio, recited 
at Alexandria in 1782, deferibes its recep- 
tion in the following manner: 

“ Every feene produced one continued 
applaufe. But who can deferibe the rapture 
of the pit, when the queen of Carthage dis- 
dainfully rifing from the throne, reprefies 
the infolent pretenfions of the king of Mau- 
4 ritania 






Digitized by Google .! 



( 39 ) 

ritania, with the dignity of an independent 
princefs, by the fpirited air. Son Regina, &c? 
The noife feemed to fhake the theatre to its 
foundation. I was not there myfelf, as my 
habit did not allow me to be prelcnt at fuch 
Ipeftacles ; but I almoft heard the rumour 
in my cell, fo full was all Rome with the 
fame of this produ&ion.” 

In 1727, the Romanina having fulfilled 
all her theatrical engagements at Naples and 
elfewhere, prepared to return to Rome, yet 
declared at the fame time, that fhe would 
never fee her native city again, unlefs in 
the company of her dear friend. He re- 
mained for a while irrefolute ; but, at length, 
the warm affe&ion he retained for the place 
of his nativity, in fpite' of the negledl and 
difappointment which had driven him thence, 
heightened perhaps by his regard for the 
Bulgarini, and fortified by the defire of fee- , 
iug his father, and the reft of his family, 
determined him to quit Naples, in company 
with his benefa&rice but not before he had 
obtained a promife from her, that, in return • 
for the hofpitality which he had received 
under her roof at Naples, fhe and her family 
fhould become his guefts, at Rome. To this 
propofition all parties having acceded, he 
n 4 wrote 
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wrote to his agents, to provide a houfe fuf- 
ficient for the two families of 'Trapajji and 
Bulgnrini. And from the time of his arrival 
in that city, till his departure for Germany, 
they all lived under the fame roof, and con- 
flituted one family. The Romanina, as 
more rich and accuftomed to the manage- 
ment of a family, was inverted with the 
fuperintendance of all houfehold concerns ; 
the rell had nothing to do, but to attend their 
own purluits ; while Metartafio received 
vifits, wrote verfes, improved his circum- 
rtances, and encrcafed his celebrity. 

The firft drama which he produced, ex- 
prcfsly for Rome, was Catone in Utica, 
which was fet by Vinci and performed in 
that city, 1728, and in 1729, at Venice, to 
the mufic ofLEO. He chofe the fubjeft pur- 
pofely to pleafe the Romans, fuppofing that 
he rtiould gain both applaufe and gratitude, 
bv dilplaying the virtue of one of their own 
Heroes. But as it feldom happens that a 
prophet or a poet (which in ancient times 
were united in the fame perfon) receives due 
honour in his own country, particularly -at 
Rome, which is proverbially called the rc- 
fidence of rtrangers; in fpite of the excel- 
lence of this drama, which abounds with 
3 l'ublime, 
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Sublime, as well as tender fentiments and 
delineations, of the paifions of glory, ambi- 
tion, anger, and love ; and in which the con- 
duft was natural, and cataftrophe happy, it 
was inftantly attacked by the Satirical genius 
of the Romans, and the performance fuf- 
pended. The frivolous fcenes, and feeble 
poetry to which they had been long accus- 
tomed, had corrupted the tafte of the Roman 
public in general ; and except a few learned 
men, lets invidious than the reft, who if 
they knew of no modern Cato, had read, at 
leaft, about the ancient, this piece was at 
firft very coldly received; though after- 
wards, when their minds and taftes were 
enlightened and refined by other original 
and beautiful works of our author, this 
drama was treated with more juftice. 

The next opera which our author pro- 
duced, was Ezio, let by Porpora, in 
1728, and Semiramide riconosciuta, 
fet by the lame compofer, 1729 ; but though 
both thefe dramas were received in the moft 
favorable manner, and the praifes bellowed 
upon the poet were unbounded, his fortune 
w r as not greatly improved by their fuccels. 
Poetry has more frequently enriched the 
bookleller, than the author, in every country; 

but 
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but at Rome, it is a drug of lefs value, even 
to the bookfeller, than elfewhere; and Me- 
taftafio’s mufe, however chafte, was but lit- 
tle better treated for not being meretricious. 
If Metaftafio had been a mere pfalmodift, or 
hymnologift, his monkifh rhymes might 
have obtained him fome ecclefiaftical pre- 
ferment ; but the poetry which he produced 
on pagan andfecular fubjects, precluded him 
from every avenue to the church. He was, 
however, far from neceflitous, and with the 
affiftance of the Romanina, whofe purfe was 
always at his fervice, his fortune and fitua- 
tion were tolerably eafy. But the being 
l'ometimes obliged to avail himfelf of the li- 
berality of his generous friend, was a cir- 
cumftancc which humbled and mortified him 
bevond anv other. He could not bear to 

J J 

refleft on being a burthen to her for whom 
chiefly he wilhed to be rich, not only to ex- 
empt her from the expences which fire in- 
curred on his account, but to manifefi: his 
gratitude for the benefits flie had already 
Conferred on him. 

His amiable friend tried every means in 
her power, to fet his mind at eafe, concerning 
his obligations to her : alluring him that he 
had contributed much more to her profeffion- 

a! 
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al fame than it had been in her power to do 
to his fortune ; that the was in fuch circum- 
ftances as rendered the fmall friendly offices 
which fhe had been able to perform, more a 
pleafure than an inconvenience ; and prefled 
him, in the mod; urgent manner, to tranquil-? 
ize his mind on that account, and to believe 
(which die allured him was the truth) that 
he was doing her the greated favour, when 
he afforded her an opportunity of dividing 
with him her polfedions. 

The afflidted poet drew fome comfort 
from thefe declarations, but it was of lhort 
duration. He was perpetually convinced of 
the ingratitude of his pretended Roman 
friends, and the duplicity of his protedlorsj 
and having nourilhed in his foul an ardent 
paffion for general edeem, refpedl, and ad- 
miration, his narrow circumdances threw 
him into fo profound a fit of melancholy, 
that he became incapable of receiving con- 
folation. 

Such was his date of defpondency, when, 
to his great adonifhment, he received the 
following Letter from prince Pio of Savoy, 
Infpedtor of the Imperial Theatre at Vi- 
enna. 



LETTER 
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LETTER I. 

Your dramas and other poetical compo- 
sitions, which have acquired you fuch uni- 
verfal applaufe, have been fo far approved 
by his Imperial Majerty, that he ii defirous 
to engage you in his l'ervice, on I'uch con- 
ditions, as fhall feem mod worthy of vour 
acceptance. It will be therefore neceflary 
for you to mention, in your anfwer, l’ome 
fpecific annual appointment, which will be 
fixed and invariable. Sig. Apoftolo Zeno 
defires no other colleague than yourfelf, not 
knowing at prel'ent, any one fo fit to ferve 
fuch an enlightened monarch. Upon your 
anfwer and requifition, will depend the re- 
mitting a fum of money neceflary to defray 
the expences of your journey. I am happy 
in this opportunity of manifefting, with how 
much efteem and zeal, I am your fincere 
and affedlionate fervant, 

Luigi Principe Pio di Savoja. 

Vienna, Aug. 31, 1729. 

Metaftafio was infinitely more furprifed 
and flattered, by this unlolicited and fplendid 
offer, from finding himfelf recommended to 
the Emperor’s notice, by the celebrated and 
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learned Apojlolo Zeno , who was himfelf at 
this time laureate to the emperor Charles VI. 
a prince, who had long fupported his Lyric 
Theatre with the greateft magnificence. 
Zeno had enjoyed his office in this court, 
from the year 1718, where his chief em- 
ployment confifted in furniffiing dramas for 
mufic, which had long been juftly thought, 
the belt of which the Italian language could 
boaft. 

And yet the offer of this employment to 
Metaftafio, however dazzling, was not long 
produflive of joy without dedu&ion. The 
quitting Rome, for which he had always a 
filial fondnefs, as well as leaving his family, 
friends, and, perhaps, more than all, the 
Romanina, impreffed his mind with a lorrow- 
ful allay to his happinefs. But he was too 
well read in his friend Horace not to know 
that. 

Nihil eft ab omni 
Parte beatum. 

Upon confulting with his family, they 
inftantly conceived fuch magnificent hopes 
of his future aggrandizement, as contributed 
much to their conlolation at lofing him; and 
the Romanina was fo generous and difinte- 
refted, in fpite of fecret affiidlion, as to ufe 

her 
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her utmoft eloquence in removing his doubts, 
and diminilhing the caufes of his repugnance, 
at quitting Rome and his friends. 

After many confultations, and difcuffions, 
of the feveral arguments amical and inimi- 
cal to the acceptance of the unexpected pro- 
portion from Vienna, the following is the 
anfwcr which he fent, and which contains 
fo many charaCieriftic traits of modefty, pro- 
priety, and delicacy, that it deferves to be 
preferved, as a model of conduCt under 
Similar circumftances. 



LETTER II. 

to PRINCE PIO OF SAVOY. 

The hafte with which I am obliged (o 
anfwer the letter, that Your Excellence has 
deigned to write to me, will not allow time 
fufficient for my recovery from the furprife 
which the unexpected honour of his Imperial 
Majefly’scommandsmuftneceflarilyhave pro- 
duced ; an honour to which I had never dared 
afpire, even in my vaineft moments. The 
doubt of my (lender abilities, would make me 
accept with extreme timidity the gkpy of ferv- ' 
ing Ids majefty, if his own moll animating and 
augurf approbation, had not deprived me of 

the • 
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the liberty of felf-diffidence. I {hall there- 
fore only wait for Your Excellency’s orders, 
which will be executed as (bon as received. 
Your Excellence has repeatedly prcfcribed 
to me in your letter, to mention my wilh, a* 
to an annual appointment. This law weak- 
ens my repugnance, and will be an excule 
for my prefumption. It is faid, that the ufual 
allowance to the poets who have been in the 
fervice of the court of Vienna, and that 
which Sig. Apoft. Zeno receives at prefent, 
is four thoufand florins per annum: fo that, 
.regulating my expe&ations by former ufage, 
I {hall confine them within the fame limits ; 
humbly requefting it may be remembered, 
that in quitting my country, I am obliged to 
leave a fufficiency, for the maintenance of 
an aged and hclplefs father, and for others- 
of my numerous relations, who have no fiup- 
port, but the fruits arifing, in Italy, from my 
feeble talents; I mud live in the moft fplen- 
did court of Europe, in fuch a manner, as 
will not dilgrace the monarch whom I {hall 
have the honour to lerve ; and laftly, weigh- 
ing the poflibility, that my abilities may fall 
fhort of expedition, and be inferior to the 
talk with which I {hall be honoured, I lhall 
live in perpetual terrors of impending pover- 
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ty and paternal wants. I have thus ventured 
to comply with Your Excellency’s injunc- 
tions ; but beg that my franknefs may be 
regarded as an a£t of obedience; and what- 
ever my circumftances may be, 1 (hall, with 
the utmoft alacrity, execute thofe orders 
which it fhall pleafe my auguft patron 
to enjoin me. I am fully fenfible how much 
is due to the incomparable fignor Ap. Zeno ; 
who, not content with having hitherto pro- 
tected my writings, thus generoufly honours 
me with his beneficent recommendation, for 
which I fhall retain the mod lively gratitude, 
to the end of my exiftence. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

. Rome, Sept. 19, 1729. 

The prince replied to this letter, October 
28 th, of the fame year. 



LETTER III. 

PRINCE PIO OF SAVOY, TO METASTASIO. 

It was not poffible to anfwer your fatis- 
faCtory letter iboner, as I was abfent from 
Vienna, on a hunting party, with the Em- 
peror ; but upon communicating your fen- 
timents to His Majefty, I have the pleafurc to 
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allure you, that he was well plealed with 
the propriety, prudence, and good lenle, 
manifefted in your letter, concerning your 
future eftablilhment. It is true fignor Apoft. 
Zeno had a penfion of four thoufand florins 
per annum ; but this high falary was granted 
to him in confequence of his being Imperial 
Hijioriogr apher, as well as poet. But I have 
no doubt that in procefs of time, you will 
arrive at the fame appointment. I allure you 
that the Abate Pariati had but two thoufand 
florins per annum. However, in confequence 
of your luperior merit, his Majefty has grant- 
ed you three thoufand florins annually, and 
one hundred ungberi to defray the expences 
of your journey ; for which an order is lent 
to the Imperial banker at Rome. I truft, 
therefore, that you will not difappoint the 
hopes I have conceived of feeing you foon 
at Vienna, and of alluring you in perfon, how 
much my heart inclines me to ferve you 
with zeal and affedlion. 

LUIGI PRINCE OF SAVOY. 

Metaftafio, his family, and friends, thought 
it right, implicitly to fubmit to the terms 
propoled in this letter, of which the only 
part that occafloned them any uneafinefs, 

vol. i. e • was 
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was the folicitude exprefTed by Prince Pio, for 
his fpeedy arrival in Vienna ; which could 
not take place without leaving his affairs in 
great confufion, and failing in his engagement 
to furnifh the Roman theatre with two new 
dramas for the enfuing carnival. He faw 
no better means of folving thofe difficulties, 
than by fpeaking the truth, and explaining 
to his illuflrious correfpondent the real If ate 
of his circumflances. 



LETTER IV. 

METASTASIO TO PRINCE PIO OF SAVOY. 

The three thoufand florins, agreeable to 
the oracular decree of my auguft patron, 
need <10 reiterated acceptance, as I have 
already had the honour to affure your Excel- 
lence, that whatever fhould be the conditions 
which I was to hope for from my ffudies, I 
fhould not be fo much my own enemy as 
not eagerly to embrace them. For however 
difficult it is to acquire felf-knowledge, I am 
not fo devoid of it as to be ignorant, that 
what is now granted me, fprings from the 
pure eff"c£i of Imperial munificence ; ac- 
cuftomed to make its effimates bv its own 

dignity 
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dignity more than by the ment of others. 

I therefore already regard myfclf as the fer- 
Vant of His Majefly. 

No time being fixed for my departure, I 
Iikewife confider that omifiion as another 
proof of Caelarian clemency and fore-fight, 
in benignly confidering, that in confequence 
of fuch a removal from my ufual abode, 
all my plans, engagements, and fchemes of 
life, mud be changed, and it cannot there- 
fore take place with a rapidity equal to 
my zeal. Indeed my journey would ne- 
cefiarily meet with fome delay in arranging 
my family concerns, if I had no other to 
tranfafl ; as I have two fillers already grown 
up, for whom an affylum mufl be found ; 
and I have Iikewife to difpofe of fome fmall 
places which have been bellowed «n me, 
one of which requires perfonal attendance. 
I have alfo fome engagements to fulfill with 
the managers of the Roman theatre, to whom 
I had promifed two new dramas before I was 
encouraged to hope for the honour of fuch 
auguft commands. However, I flatter my- 
felf, that all my arrangements will be com- 
pleted before Lent ; but if my attendance 
fhould be required fooner, there is no facri- 
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fice which I would not make, to manifeft 
with how much zeal and duty I have the 
honour to be, &c. 

Nov. 3, 1729. 

This letter had all the effect he wifhed, and 
obtained him permiffion to remain at Rome, 
till he had finilhed the two dramas which 
he had engaged to write. But neither the 
mufe, nor the arrangement of his affairs, 
banifhed from his- thoughts the obligations 
which he thought himfelf under to Apoflolo 
Zeno, to whom he addreffed the following 
letter, two days after he had written to 
Prince Pio. 



.. LETTER V. 

METASTASIO TO SIG. APOSTOLO ZENO. 

I did not think it pofhble that your name 
lhould be intitled to a greater degree of re- 
ipe£t and veneration, than that with which 
I have been impreffed for it, in common 
with all Italy, from the time of my earlieft 
ftudies ; but at prefent, my peculiar obliga- 
tions to you are of fuch a nature, as would 
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render filence unpardonable. Indeed it is 
impoflible for me to conceal, without ingra- 
titude, the owing to your generality my 
whole fuccefs in the world. The admiration 
which you have excited in me, and my cager- 
nefs for imitating your works, together with 
the weight of your approbation, have elevat- 
ed me to the honour of ferving his Imperial 
Majefty : hence I have the preemption to 
hope, that, regarding me as the work of your 
own hands, you will continue to proteft me, 
as a kind of defence of your own judgment of 
my feeble abilities, as well as to honour me 
with your advice, how to avoid the rocks 
which 1 may have to encounter, in entering 
into the fervice of the greateft monarch in 
the world. My obligations to you, as well as 
the hopes of your wife and benevolent coun- 
fel, I have declared aloud to my whole coun- 
try, and lhall continue to declare them as 
Jong as I live ; being the only indications 
which I am able to give, of my unprofitable 
gratitude. 

No particular time having been fixed for 
my departure, I have ventured to fuppole, 
that it may be deferred till after Lent ; and 
J have fully explained to his Excellence, 

e 3 Prince 
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Prince Pio, my motives for fuch delay. I 
muft likewife beg your concurrence and 
fupport in this procrahination, to prevent any 
unfavourable impreffions; and your beft en- 
deavours, that all things may be fettled en- 
tirely to the fatisfa&ion of my auguft Patron. 

Rome, 5th Nov. 1739. 

It may, perhaps, be neceflary here to give 
fome account of our poet’s worthy prede- 
ceflor, the Imperial Laureate, to whom the 
foregoing letter was addrefled, and of whom 
but little is known in England. 

The learned poet, critic, and antiquary, 
Apostolo Zeno, born 1669, and defend- 
ed from an illuftrious Venetian family, which 
had been long fettled in the ifland of Can- 
dia, early applied himfelf to literature, and 
the ftudy of Italian hiftory and antiquities, 
In 1696, he inftituted at Venice, the acada- 
my Degli Animoji, and was the editor of the 
Giornale dc Letterati d’ Italia, of which he 
published thirty volumes, between the year 
1710 and 1719. His firft muf cal drama, U 
Inganni Felici, was fet by Carlo Fran. Pola - 
rolo, and performed at Venice, 1695, And 
between that time and his quitting Vienna, 
^hither he was invited by the Emperor 
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Charles VI. in 1718, he produced forty-fix 
Operas, and feventeen Oratorios, befides 
eighteen dramas, which he wrote jointly with 
Pariati (k). His dramatic works were collect- 
ed and published at Venice, 1744, in ten 
volumes o&avo, by Count Gozzi. And in 
1752, his letters were printed in three 
volumes, by Forcellini, in which much 
found learning and criticilm, are manifefted 
on various fubjeCts. But one of the mod 
uleful of his critical labours feems to have 
been, his commentary on the Bibl. del T E/o- 
quenza Italiana di Fontanini , which was 
publilhed in 1753; with a preface by his 
friend Forcellini, chiefly dictated, however, 
by Zeno himfelf, juft before his death, 1750, 
in the 8 2d year of his age. 

After he was engaged as Imperial Laureate,, 
he let out from Venice for Vienna, in July 
1718; but having been overturned in a 
chaife, the fourth day pf his journey, he 
had the misfortune to break his leg, and 
was confined at an inn in the little town of 
Ponticaba, near Trevifa, till September. 
He arrived at Vienna, the 14th of that 

(i) See Bill. ofMuf. vel. iv. p. ill. 231. 298. 533. 
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month, falvo, he fays, if not fano e gue- 
rito ( l ), after twelve days of exceffive fuf- 
fering on the road. 

Mod of the dramas, facred and fecular, 
which he wrote for the Imperial court, were 
fet by Caldara , a grave compoler and found 
harmonifl, to whole ftyle Zeno feems to 
have been partial. But this excellent anti- 
quary and critic, feems never to have been 
•fatisfied with his own poetical abilities. So 
early as the year 1722, in writing to his 
brother from Vienna, he lays : “ I find more 
and more every day, that 1 grow old, not 
only in body, but in mind : and that the 
bufinefs of writing verfes, is no longer a fit 
employment for me fmj." And, afterwards, 
modeftly fenfible of the fterility of his pofi- 
felfions in Parnalfus, which though they fur- 
nilhed ufeful productions, were not of a foil 
fufficiently rich to generate fuch gay, de- 
licate, and beautiful flowers, as are requilite 
to embellilh the Lyric feene, he exprefled a 
wifh that he might be allowed a partner in 
his labours; and was fojuft and liberal as to 
mention the young Metaftafio, as a poet 

(l) Safe, if not found and cured. 

(m) Laura 133. tomo ii. p. 263. 
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worthy to be honoured with the notice of 
his Imperial Patron (n). 

If the mufical dramas of Apoftolo Zeno 
are compared with thole of his predecelfors 
and cotemporaries, they will be found in- 
finitely iuperior to them in condudt, re- 
gularity, character, fentiment, and force. 
But Metaftafio’s refined lentiments, fclec- 
tion of words, and varied and mejifluous 
meafures, loon obfeured the theatric glory 
of Zeno ; who, after the arrival of his youno- 
colleague, feems to have attempted nothing 
but oratorios. In 1731, he returned to 



(n) Saverio Mattei aferibes to the Prince/s di Bel~ 
monte, D. Anna Francefca Pinelli de Sangro, Metaftalio’s 
invitation to Vienna. This princefe, who had been the 
patronefs of the young poet at the time he was fent into 
Calabria, by Gravina, to purfue his ftudies, preferved 
his life, by attentions to his health, which was then fo 
delicate, that he was thought in a confumption; and 
aferibing the diforder to his too frequently and violently 
fatiguing his chert, in the exercife of his talent as an lm- 
provijatore , obliged him to difeontinue the pra&ice. One 
of his firft dramas, was written for the marriage of this 
princefs at Naples, And her fifter, thecountefs d' Alt ban, 
in high favour at the court of the Emperor Charles VI. 
at Vienna, at the inftigation of the princefs di Belmonte, 
recommended him to that prince, as afuccefl'or to Apoftolo 
Zeno, and honoured him with her friend£hip to the end 
of her life. 
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Venice, where he ended his days, after pro- 
ducing many learned and valuable works, 
on fubje&s of hiftory, antiquities, and cri- 
ticifm. 

Metaftafio completed his two dramas of 
Artaferfe & Alejfandro nell Indie , for the 
carnival of i 730, which were both let by 
Leonardo Vinci, and performed at Rome 
before the poet’s departure, with univerfal 
applaufe. The firft of thefe dramas is de- 
dicated by Cavatina, the manager of the 
opera, to the perlonage then ftiled at Rome, 
Giacomo III. Re della gran Brettagna, and 
the fecond, to Clementina, his titular 
queen. The principal fingers in both, were 
Carejlini, and Fontana, detto Farfallino, or 
the little Butterfly. 

Upon quitting Rome, Metaftafio confign- 
ed into the hands of his zealous and affec- 
tionate friend, the Romanina, all his effefts, 
interefts, and concerns; together with the 
management of his family affairs. She moft 
willingly fubmitting to thefe feveral talks, 
as well as to the care of the produce of the 
little places, and fums of money, which he 
left behind him. 

At length, he departed with a heavy heart, 
and a moft fovereign contempt for the friend- 
3 Mp 
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(Kip and flattering promifes of the great, by 
whofe delufions he had fo long entertained 
hopes of preferment in his native city; 
whence, at laft, he was driven into a kind of 
fplendid banilhment, for the reft of his life. 
Thefe early dilappointments, from being ex- 
tremely credulous, rendered him incurably 
fceptical, as to all future prclages of good 
fortune ; and the effefts of hoping too much 
in early life, and too little after, produced, 
perhaps, the principal defefts in his charafler. 



END OF THE FIRST SECTION. 
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SECTION II. 

IVIetastasio arrived at Vienna, in July 
ij$o. Of his reception there by Prince Pio, 
and at court, by his Imperial Patron, we 
have a curious account, in a letter written 
by himfclf, to a friend at Rome, the day 
after he had been prefented. 



LETTER I. 

METASTASIO TO A FRIEND. 

I returned on Tuefday, by my Imperial 
mailer’s commands to Laxemburg ; I favv 
him at table, I dined with Prince Pio, and 
afterwards, at half an hour paft three in the 
afternoon, I was admitted to an audience in 
form. The mafter of the ceremonies, by 
whom I was introduced, left me at the 
door of the Rate room, in which his Majefty 
was leaning againft a table, with his hat 
on, and feemed to be very thoughtful and 
ferious. I mull confefs to you, that though 
I waS prepared for this ceremony, I loft my 
courage, when I began to reflefr, that I was 
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in the prefence of the greateft perfonage 
upon earth, to whom it was my bufinefs to 
fpeak firft : a circumftance which did not 
augment my fortitude. I made the three 
obeilances which had been previoufly pre- 
fcribed to me: one in entering the room, one 
in the middle, and the laft near his Majefty'. 
After this, I knelt on one knee; but my gra- 
cious mafter immediately ordered me to 
ftand up, faying, rife , rife. Here I uttered 
with a voice, I believe, not very firm, the 
following fentiments : “ I know not whether 
my joy or confulion is the greateft, in throw- 
ing mvfelf at the feet of your Imperial 
Majefty. It is an honour for which I have 
fighed from my earlieft youth ; and at pre- 
fent, I not only find myfelf in fight of the 
greateft monarch in the world, but inverted 
with the honourable title of one of his adtual 
fervants. I am fenfible of the duties of my 
office, and know my own infufficiency to 
fulfill them to my wifh ; but if, with the 
lofs of mv eves I could become a Homer, I 
fhould not hefitate to l'ubmit to immediate 
blindnefs. I fhall indcfatigably try every 
means in my power to fupply natural de- 
feats, by labour and ftudy. I know, that 
however I may want abilities, your Majefty’s 
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clemency will operate in favour of one who 
fo ardently wifhes himfelf more worthy of 
fiich patronage ; but I am not without hopes, 
that there is a latent virtue in the title of 
Poet to your Imperial Majefty, that will 
have an influence upon my exertions.” 

In proportion as I advanced in my fpeech, 
I perceived the countenance of my great pa- 
tron brighten up ; and when I had done, he 
faid : “ I was already well convinced of vour 
worth; but now I am flill better informed 
of your good difpofition, and I doubt not but 
you will acquit yourfelf in the office, to 
which you are appointed, in fuch a manner 
as muff enfure my being pleafed with you.” 
Here he ftopt to hear whether l had any 
other petition to make ; at which time, ac- 
cording to the inftru&ions I had received, 
I entreated permiflion to kifs his hand ; he 
held it out to me, fmiling, and condelcend- 
ingly prefled mine. Encouraged by this 
demonftration of kindnefs, I then feized his 
Majefty’s hand with both mine, and fqueez- 
ing it, with tranfport, gave it fo hearty a 
kifs, that my moll benign mafter muff: eafily 
dilcover that it came from the heart. 

Vienna, July 25, 1730. 
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Metaftafio’s firft letter to his friend the 
Romanina, that has been preferved, was 
written fome months after the above ; the 
opening of the correlpondence feems to hive 
been loft or fupprelled. This begins in a 
formal manner, but is full of pleafantry, on 
the humours of the Carnival at Rome. 



LETTER II. 

TO SIGNORA MARIANNA BENTI BULGARINI, 
DETTA LA ROMANINA. 

MADAM, 

I received this morning, not only the 
letters of the prefent week, but of the laft, 
which have relieved my mind from the ap- 
prehenfions and fears with which I was af« 
failed, that Ibme pious foul had been before- 
hand with me at the poft-office, in order to 
fave me the trouble of reading them. I am 
much obliged to you for the ample accounts 
you have given me of the operas and plays, 
and rejoice that our C lulls (clown) has done 
himfelf honour. I hope that the poll in 
which his Holinefs has engaged him, will 
not be unprofitable. Tell me what you think 
of it, and give him my beft wilhes. 
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This is precifely the firft day of mafks 
with you, while I am freezing here. But I 
entertain mvfelf in imagining how you are 
employed and diverted. Ah ! this moment, 
which, according to the Romans, will be the 
2 1 ft hour, the hurlyburly will begin in the 
Corfo. See ! the Canon Magjiris opens his 
ftreet-door. There goes the Abate Spinola, 
and here Stanefio and Cavanna. See ! too, 
the muficians of the Aliberti theatre. Who 
is that malk that looks fo hard at our win- 
dow. See ! he is throwing about his fugar 
plumbs, and cannot ftand ftill. It is cer- 
tainly the little Abate Bizzaccari. And he, 
with the long cane, who can he be, exa- 
mining all the coaches, but the dainty Pif- 
citeili ? Ay, ay, ’tis certainly he. Look 
yonder ! there’s Count Mazziotti fpeaking 
Latin. There go the Courtiers too, affeft- 
edly drefted in coloured paper and cards. 
But who, in the name of wonder, is that 
ftrange woman ? Almoft all the coaches 
turn towards San Carlo. What have we 
here ? A fignal. Quick, quick ! here comes 
Bargello and the Genoa refident. No mat- 
ter ; only will there be room for us all ? Can 
you fee? Extrcmelv well. But you feem 
crouded. I beg your pardon ; I am perfectly 

at 
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at my eafe. Look at ’em ! Look at ’em ! 
What is their number ? Seven. Who goes 
firft ? Gabrielli on his forrel horfe ; but Co- 
hnna has got before him. For God’s fake ! 
what have we here ? A ftrange creature on 
a Barbary horfe. He’ll be kill’d, certainly, 
poor D — 1 ! are they driving him away ? 
No, no, it was a dog, I was miftaken. 

Well, you may fay what you will, but a 
ftrong imagination is a fine thing. And thus 
I have feen the Corlo at Rome, from the 
Jefuits’ Square in Vienna: and now, to have 
done wfith the ridiculous and burlefque, I am 
plagued, as ulual, by my cough, without 
the leaft hope of being free from it, till we 
have fine weather. I have finifhed my Ora- 
torio, which you will foon fee at Rome, 
printed in fome way or other foj. I have 
fpoken to the Venetian Ambaftador about a 
certain Toilette, and he was much aftonifhed 
that it had not been received, as he had had 
advice of its being delivered. We fhall fee 
what effedt this new requifition will have. 
From the fnow and cold at Rome you may 

(o) This was Sant’ Eiena al Calvario, the firft 
(acred drama which he produced after his arrival at Vienna. 
It was fet by Caldara, and performed in the Imperial Cha- 
pel in Pa/lion week, 1731. 
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judge what we fuffer here. Not a week 
palles that we do not hear of fome poor 
countryman or other being frozen to death. 
In the city, we walk upon ice nine inches 
thick, bliftered harder than ftone. And the 
fnow which is continually falling, is (hivered 
and powdered lb fine by the wind, that it 
flies like the duft in Auguft ; and yet there 
are ftupid people going about in Traineaux 
all night. For my own fecurity in walking, 
I have the lbles of my Ihoes covered with 
felt, having already had a fall in the indif- 
penl'able paflage from my door to the coach ; 
but in this clumly lalutation of my parent 
earth, the machine received no great mif- 
chief. In Ihort, having been apprifed of 
the lubricity of the ftreets, I was prepared 
for it. You alk my opinion of a Sonnet 
by Ignatius di Boms, which I have never 
feen, and of which I am ignorant of the 
lubjed, confequently, &c. Make my reve- 
rences to the Genoa refident, with thanks, 
for his remembrance by the l'ecretary of his 
republic. Addio, happuieis attend you. 

N. M. 

Vienna, Jan. 27, 1731, 

LET- 
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LETTER III. 

■tO TKtE ROMANINA. 

MADAM, 

You continue to doubt of my repofe, and 
you would not doubt without reafon, if your 
agreeable letters had not calmed my mind 
fo much, that, at prefent, little of my agita- 
tion remains ; but my obligations to you are 
increai'ed, in proportion to the intereft which 
I perceive you take in my happinefs. My 
health, though not bad, is far from good ; 
nor can it be otherwife ; for though we are 
now in the middle of May, it is colder than 
it was two months ago. But mind ! and 
be well yourfelf. Monlignor Pafiionei, the 
Apoftolic Nunzio to this Court, arrived on 
Tuefday evening, the 9th inftant. He was 
met two miles from the city gates, by his 
eminence Cardinal Grimani. He is much 
relpefted here. Prince Eugene immediately 
vifited him, and yefterday his Imperial Ma- 
jefty gave him audience at Laxembourg. 
The Abate Pierfanti, Auditor of the Nun- 
ciate, a polite man, and of excellent morals, 
whom I have met with much pleafure, came 
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with him ; we were fellow ftudents and cro- 
nies, and attached to literature, at the lame 
time. 

I received, four days ago, by a courier 
from Rome, called Dionilio, the executorial 
letters againft Cardinal Cofcia, which you 
fent. I am much obliged to you for them, 
and beg of you to continue to avail yourfelf 
of all luch favourable opportunities, without 
the fear of my having duplicates of what you 
fend ; as couriers feldom come hither from 
Rome. You will find, perhaps, by my let- 
ter, which is now on the road, that we 
think exactly alike, concerning the fate of 
the unfortunate Romoni and Sardini, which 
is a true applaufe to juftice, though I fhudder 
for the tragedy. Y ou will find our thoughts 
ever the fame, according to our old cuftom. 

I am extremely glad, that the poor Abate 
Falconi is acquitted of the falfe accufations 
laid to his charge ; and fincerely hope that 
the confequences of his innocence, will be as 
favourable to his interefts as you have pre- 
dicted. Embrace and falute for me Bulea. 
Leopold, and all friends, and do me the 
juftice to believe me, at all times, and oil 
all occafions, your faithful N. 

Vienna, May 12, 1731. 

L E T- 
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LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

MADAM, 

You do me more honour than I delerve, 
in thinking my letters artfully obfcure. 
However, your fufpicions have fet me upon 
confidering what could poffibly give rile to 
them, or be conllrued into myftery, in what 
I have faid of the feftival for which I am com- 
manded to prepare a drama. I have frequently 
told you, that this time is appropriated to the 
celebration of the birth-day of my Imperial 
Miftrefs ; and even if 1 had never mentioned 
it, there was no poflibility of preparing for 
it in fecret, as you know this is the firft 
feftival in the year, or if you did not know 
it, all Rome could inform you of the regu- 
larity of this Court, lo that concealment 
would be ufelefs and impoftible fpj. I did 

(p) It feems as if the Romanina, wifhing to go to 
Vienna as a finger at this feftival, had fufpedtcd Metaf- 
tafio of not fpcaking openly on the fubje<5t ; and perhaps 
he was fearful of the effect which her arrival might have 
had upon his own reputation: as the Emperor Charles VI. 
was a religious prince, who greatly difcouragcd every ap- 
pearance of indecorum. 

f 3 not 
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not therefore imagine, that the fubjeft of the 
piece, without the whole of the compofition, 
could afford you any amufement. The title 
is /Eneas in the Eh ft an Fields, or The Temple 
of Eternity. It was fet by Fouchs. The 
principal action is, the accomplifhment of 
the tender and pious wifh of the hero to fee 
his father. The fpeeches of thofe perfon- 
ages, whom JEneas met with in the Elyfiaii 
Fields on this occafion, are applicable to the 
praifes of Augufta, Cadar, and Germany. 
The interlocutors are /Eneas, Deiphobe , or 
the Cumean Sybil, Eternity, Virtue, Glory , 
Time, and the Shade of Anchifes. In the 
chorufes are Linus and Orpheus, with their 
followers. Such is the fummary of my 
plan ; of the execution, you will be informed 
by others hereafter. Is it poffibie, that you 
fhould injure me fo far, as to think it nccef: 
fary to draw out a formal account of your 
money tranfa&ions ? I believe you have 
fpent more of your own, than of mine ; and 
it afionilhes me, that you are not in want of 
a fupply; but it is -a fure iign that your head 
is at home ; and you want to convince me, 
I fuppofe, that your judgment is now good 
enough to make amends for former dcfedls. 
1[ fhall fay no more on this, except, that 
* when 
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when there is any fault to find, I (hall be at 
your fervice, and you know I am not cere- 
monious. 1 want to know whether the 
room in the Corfo is furnifhed, and with 
what materials, and of what colour. I am 
lorry for the failure of Cieomene, and hope 
that Artaferfe will be more profitable to our 
dear Cavanna ; but for the accomplishment 
of this hope, I mud rely on the partiality of 
my great country. N. M. addio (q). 

Vienna, June 23, 1731. 



LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME. 

N. M. 

The feal of a cover of a letter, which I 
fent you fome time ago, is that of the Chan- 
cellor of the Slate, the Sanction of which 
was not ufed by chance. I am unable to 
define what you thought of it ; but know 
very well, that I have -no reafon to repent 

(q) N. M. are initials of fome cabaliftical words in the 
Poet’s correfpondcncc with his female friend: perhaps 
No/ira Madona ; but he fometimes calls himfelf, »7 vof- 
ira N. 

F 4 
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the having ufed it. I was in the utmofl: 
anxiety for the fate of Artaferfe , not hav- 
ing found a lyllable about it, in your let- 
ter by the laft poft. But to-day I hear of 
its fuccefs, not only from yourfelf, but 
Bulga, Leopold, and Peroni. And am ex- 
tremely happy, well knowing the pleafure 
it will afford you all, on my account. You 
can anfwer for the patriotic gratitude which I 
muft feel to a city like Rome, when it thus 
deigns to intereft itfelf in my labours. May 
my productions, fome time or other, juftify, 
in the opinion of the world, its partiality ! 

I am allured from all quarters of the zeal 
and accuracy of the performers. I beg you 
will thank them in my name, particularly 
the incomparable Sca/zi, and Farfallino , 
whom I falute and embrace frj. Poor 
Vinci ! Now that merit will be known, 
which during his life, was blafted by his 
enemies (s). 

* 

(r) This muft have been the revival of the opera of 
Artaferfe at Rome, where it was firft performed in 1730, 
as the date of the printed copy of the words, now before 
me, teftifics; unlefs it was printed previous to its per- 
formance. 

(sj I his original and admirable compofer, the compe- 
titor of Porpora and Haffc, feems to have died during the 
long run of Artaferfe. 

4 : What 
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What a miferable being is man! He thinks 
fame the only good that can render him 
happy; but alas! He mull die ere he is al- 
lowed to enjoy it; and if he does not die, 
envy will make him wretched for attempt- 
ing to acquire it *. But let us have done 
with moralizing. I am doubly happy now, 
in my own health, and in that which you 
enjoy. Study to preferve it, as you value 
mine. 

I now dilcover the worth of my dear 
Marianne; who in her letters, and her prudent 
conduit, not only pleafes me at prefent, but 
gives a different face to part times. You 
have furpafled all my expectations. It is 
the fear of tripling the expence of poftage, 
that prevents my writing to Leopold (t), 
and my dear Bulgarini fuj. Thank the 
latter heartily, in my name, and take that 
care of him which he merits. Tell Leopold 
that I lhall alwavs love him, if he aits in 

* For fuch the frailty is of human kind, 

Men toil for fame, which no man lives to find; 
Long rip’ning under ground this China lies: 

Fame leaves no fruit, till the vain planter dies ! 

Earl of Mulgrave . 

( t) MetaJlafio’s brother, (u) The hulband of the Ro- 
manina, 

fuch 
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fuch a maimer as to merit your efleem. To 
the raoft polite auditor, Mercnda, prefcnt 
a thoufaud compliments. I am not dil- 
pleafed that he confides forac of his lecrcts 
to you, but 1 fhould have wiihed him lels 
communicative to others. And now repeats 
ing the lame ardent wifhes which you have 
made for me, I remain your N. Adieu. 

Vienna, July 7, 17 31. 



The firft regular opera which Metaftafio 
produced for the theatre of his Imperial 
patron, was Adriano in Siria, let by 
Caldara. 

Of its fuccefs, we have no account in his 
letters ; but by the general favour of this 
drama in the reft of Europe, immediately 
after its performance at V ienna, there can 
be no doubt of the applaufe it received on 
its firft appearance, Nov. 4, 1731. It was 
brought on the ftage at Naples 1 732, and 
performed at Venice 1733, to the mufic of 
Jacomelli. Metaftafio’s friend, fignor Riva, 
the minifter from the duke of Modena to 
the Imperial court, pointed out lbme fmall 
inaccuracies in this drama ; but the author 
cither corrcdled, or explained them off, in 
anfvvering his letter, Sept. 20, 1732. 

Of 



Digitized by Google 




( 75 ) 

Of the reception of Demethio, his 
fecond opera for Vienna, we have an am- 
ple account written by the author himlelf, 
in the following letter to his friend, the Ro- 
tnanina. 



LETTER VI. 

N. M. I did not think I Ihould have luch 
good tidings to fend you to-day as I am now 
able to do ; indeed I was entirely prepared for 
the contrary. Laft Sunday, my opera of De - 
metno was perform' d, for the Hrft time, 
with fuch applaufe, that the oldelh people in 
the country allure me, they never remember 
approbation fo univerlal. The audience 
>vept at the parting Icene; to which my 
moll auguft patron was not infenfible. And 
notwithstanding the great rejpedt for the 
Sovereign, in many of the recitatives, the 
applaufe of the theatre was not reftrained 
by his prefence. Thole who were before 
my enemies, are now become my apoftles. 
I am unable to exprels to you my furprife at 
this fuccefs, as it is a gentle and delicate 
opera, w ithout thofe bold ftrokes which pro- 
duce great effe&s ; nor did I believe it 

adapted 
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adapted to the national tafte. But I was 
miftaken. Every thing demonftrated, that 
it was well underftood by the audience, and 
they repeat parts of it in converlation, as if 
it were written in German. My mafter be- 
gan to fhew his fatisfadion, from the end of 
the firft ad, and afterwards fpoke it openly 
to all around him. The mufic is of the moft 
modern kind that Caldara has compofed; but 
all the difeontented world is not to be fatif- 
fied. The feenes were beautiful. Minelli 
has both aded and lung better than ufual, 
and pleafes almoft univerfally in* the part of 
Alcejle . Dominichino, acquitted himlelf in 
the part of Cleonice , with general approba- 
tion. Cafati has exalted the part of O/into , 
as Borghi has that of Fenicio. The Olzau- 
ferin lung, as lhe Hill looks, beautifully. 
Brown, the bafe, did not do half fo well in 
the public performance, as at the rehearfals, 
in which, however, he did but little. And 
here is my whole hiftorv, which I would not 
have written to any one but you, as others 
would pronounce me to be a vain coxcomb. 

Vienna, Nov. 10, 1731. 



This opera was brought out at Rome, the 
beginning of the next year, under the di- 

redion 
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region of his female friend, to whom he 
fent inltruCtions for the performance; in 
which, though (he was not allowed to fing 
on the Itage, fhe afTumed the poet’s part at 
the rehearfal. 

In a letter to the Romanina on the fub- 
jeCt, he lays : “You are now in the middle 
of your theatrical diverlions, while I am at 
the dry work of writing an Oratorio. Amufe 
yourfelf for me, and be allured that your 
pleafure contributes greatly to mine. It was 
mv full intention to fend a Iheet of directions 

J 

for the performance of Demetrio ; but, in 
examining the opera, I find l"o little intricacy 
in it, that it would be affronting both you 
and myfclf, if I attempted to inftruCt you.” 

— He however gives in this letter twopages 
of directions for the reprelentation of the 
opera of Demetrio , which would be very 
ufeful to the compofer, performers, and di- 
rector, in bringing that drama on the Itage. 

When he has finilhed his inltruCtions, he 
fays : “ Thefe were the arrangements, and 
I have feen the inhabitants of thole northern 
regions weep. Do you produce the fame 
effeCts. 

“His Eminence thearchbilhopof Colonitz, 
in order to afeertain my exigence, will fee 

me 



Googl 



( 78 ) 

me himfelf, and I fhall not be able to fend to 
him till next week. There is nothin? new 
or unexpected in the illnefs of the Emprets’s 
mother, fo that IJJipile will be performed. 
There is a precious part in it of a pirate, 
which runs through the whole opera; it will 
be admirably performed by our dear Be- 
renftadt, who^ together with our friend 
Rondinella, (plump friend ) I embrace moll 
cordially. Say the fame to Bulga, to 
Leopold, and to yourfelf. By recommend- 
ing to you the care of your health, I mean 
to recommend to you, your V. N. Adieu.” 

Vienna, Jan. 12, 1731. 



LETTER VII. 

TO THE ROMANINA. 

MADAM, 

N. M. You reproach me, I know not 
with what confcience, for the very fame 
brevity which you yourfelf praflice in your 
r letters. We are either both to blame, or 

neither. But enough of this ; for I dare not 
pretend that a month will pafs in which I 
fhall be exempt from reproof ; I look on it 
as a neceflary evil, like the return of a fever 
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to thofe who have a quartan ague. I am 
extremely concerned for the ill fate of 
Didone, as much on account of fignor Ca- 
vanna, as on my own. Thel'e are the 

n. 

abominable viciflitudes incident to theatres, 
a trifle can fave, and a trifle can ruin 
them ( xj . I hope Demetrio will be more 
fortunate. But to confefs the truth, it runs 
a great rilk of a fimilar fate, as it depends 
more on good performance, than decorations 
or ftage effect : and the prejudice of Rome 
a gam ft our finders, is not a favourable cir- 
cumftance. However, the fame iudden 
turns which render theatrical fuccefs infe- 
cure, are equal renfons for our not giving 
way to defpair. 

Vienna, Jan. 19, 1732. 



His opera of IJfipik, was fir ft performed 
in January 1732; and during its run, he 

I 

(x ) This opera, after its fuccefsful firft reprefentation 
at Naples, in J724, was performed at Venice, 1725, to 
the mufic of Tommafo Albinoni. In 1726, at Crema, to 
the fame mufic, and at Rome to the original mufic of 
Sarro. It was likewife performed to this mufic at Turin, 
1727, and at Venice, 1730. It is not recorded who was 
the unfortunate coinpofcr of the mufic, which was fo ill 
received at Rome, in 1732, at the time of which Mctaflafio 
fpcaks in this letter. 

fent 
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fent a copy of it to his friend, the Roma- 
nina for the Roman theatre, with an account 
of the fcenes, and inftru&ions for the (cene- 
ry (y ). He fays, this opera was rehearfed 
in a great hurry. And adds, “ I have be- 
gun the Oratorio; 1 corre£t the prefs; aflift 
in bringing out a play at court ; curfe the 
cold; and figh every quarter of an hour; I 
am however very well.” 

In a fubfequcnt letter, we have a further 
account of the fuccels of IJJipile , and of the 
theatrical tranfa&ions at the Imperial court 
during; this time. 

O , 



LETTER VIII. 

TO THE ROMANINA. 

N. M. 

On Tuefday evening, my opera of Issipile 
was performed at court, for the laft time, to 
fuch a croud, as. had not been feen there on 

( y ) It is probable, that Iflipile was performed at Rome 
this year, to the original mufic, 'to which it had been fet 
for Vienna, by Francefco Conti; but it was new fet the 
lame year, for Venice, by Giovanni Porta. 

any 
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any former occalion. My mod clement 
patrons were unwilling to difpleafe a troop 
of gentlemen, who are a£ling, very imper- 
fectly, the difconfolate Cicijbeo of Fagioli ; a 
comedy performed at Naples, and which we 
faw rehearled at the houfe of the Abate Bel- 
vedere. By having one performance lels of 
this piece, there might have been another* of 
Iffipile, as all the court, city, and they them- 
felves, wilhed ; but {laves to their grandeur, 
they thought 'that this would have been con- 
ftrued into a clear difapprobation of the dUet- 
ianti comedians; and therefore have obliged 
themfelves to hear it performed three times, 
like the opera, and another comedy in prole, 
afted by muficians. Retaining the diilinc- 
tion, of four reprefentations, to that piece 
alone, which was performed by the Arch- 
duchelfes. When the laft reprelentation of 
tfiipile was over, the Emperor, in defend- 
ing from his box, came up to me, and, in 
the prefence of the whole court, had the 
benevolence to exprefs the pleafure he had 
received from my labours, and to tell me 
that The Opera was very fine ; that it had 
fiucceeded wonderfully, and that he was per- 
fectly fiatisfied with me. A diftinclion the 
vox., l g more 
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more honourable, as it is difficult to obtain 
any notice from our patron, who is fo re- 
ferved in public, that when he xl'eigns to 
beftow it, we are fure that it is not by ac- 
cident, but defign. I tell you all this, be- 
caufe in fpite of your affefted indifference 
for my perfon, I hope, nay believe, that 
you interefl yourfelf extremely in all that 
concerns me. 

There is an Abbey vacant in Sicily, called 
St. Lucia , by the death of a certain Abate 
Barbara : but my misfortune is, that I know 
not in what diocefe it is fituated, or whether 
it is requilite that the candidate fhould be 
a regular ecclefiaftic. 

Vienna, Feb. 23, 1733. 



Part of this letter is loft; but it appears 
from other letters, that though he wifhed 
for lecular preferment in the church, he had 
no intention to be an ecclefiaftic in facris. 
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LETTER IX. 

TO THE ROMANINA. 

I am arrived at the middle of the third 
aft of my opera (zj, lo that next Sunday I 
hope to be able to tell you that it is finilhed. 
But when lhall I come to the end of the next, 
which is like wife in meditation ? It mu ft, 
however, be ready by the end of Auguft. 
Do you but wilh me health and patience, 
and every thing will go well. With all my 
intenle application, and the unfavourable 
lcalon, I am almoft exhaufted. I lay almoft, 
becaufe my head, from time to time, is 
unequal to its labour ; probably from the 
pores being too much doled by the long 
continuance of the damp, and the chillnefs of 
the air in this place ; lo that in proportion 
as I futtered from the heat in Italy, I am 

(%) He means the firft opera for the next Carnival. 
Metaftafio, befidcs occafional operas, cantatas, Sic. ufually 
furnifhed one drama for thcOkrnival, one for the Emperor’s 
birth-day, and a third, or tome other poem for mufic, for 
the Emprcfs’s birth-day. In the Carnival of 1731, after 
three performances of Adrian^ Jan. 4, 6, and 8th, his fe- 
cund opera of Demttr '.o was brought cn„the llage, the 10.I1 
of the fame month. 
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tormented by the cold in Germany. S« 
much does the variation of climate change 
our natufe. But I have not felt it in this 
particular only ; my abilities to combat its 
effects, continually, are not natural. I knpw 
that the fluggifhnefs of the air is communi- 
cated to the fpirits, and diminifhes then- 
promptitude at exertion. 

I inclofe you a moral fonnet, which I 
compofed in the midft of a pathetic fcenc 
that I was writing, and with which I was 
much affe&ed ; fo that the laughing at myfelf, 
on finding my eyes ftreaming with tears for 
' a diftrefs of my own making, produced if! 
my mind the thoughts which you will read 
in my fonnetj and which, if it appears to- 
lerable, let others read alfo. 

s o N e t T o. 

Sogni, e favolc io fingc ,• eppure in carte, 

Mcntrc favolc , c fogni orno, e difegno. 

In lor ( folk che fan ! ) prendo tal parte , 

Che del mal, che inventai , piango , c mi fdegnti 
Aid forfe allor che nOn nCinganna Parte 
Piii faggio fond, e P agitato ingegno 
pars' e allor piu tranquil!) ? 0 forfe parte 
Da piu falda cagion Pamor , lo fdegno ? 
dh che non fol quelle j ch'io canto, o ferivo 
Favole fon ; ma quanto temo, o fpero 

Tutt'e menfogna , t delirando io vivo : 

, Sogttt 
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flogno della mia vita e il corfe inter). 

Deh tu , Signor, quando a dejlarmi arrive , 

Fa, cb’io trovi repofo in fen del ttero Co). 

SONNET. 

The dreams and fables which I often feign. 

Fool that I am ! a real grief impart; 

And evils, I myfelf have forg’d, give pain 
Which gen’rafes tears and penetrates my heart. 

Perhaps the illufion is not all a dream. 

Perhaps while agitated thus, we find 
Ourfelves more wife, and truth and reafon beam 
UnufuaJ radiance on the ardent mind. 

Oh 1 that not only what I fing and write 
Were fabulous, but ev’ry hope and fear 
Which occupies my mind from mom to night, 

Like phantoms Qf the brain, would dilappear ! 

This life is nothing but a dream throughout. 

Oh grant, great God ! whene’er it is refign’d. 

That I may wake exempt from fear and doubt. 

And in the arms of Truth, repofe may find. 

fa) The eleventh verfe, the author fays, may run 
thus. 

Segucndo 1’ ombre, in cui ravvolto io vivo. 

It was in writing the ninth feene of the fecond a£l of 
the Olimpiade , that Metaftafio found himfelf in tears, an 
fffedt which afterward* proved very contagious. 
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After I had written this Ibnnet, there 
came into my head, as ufual, a fqruple ; 
which is, that the iith verfe and the ioth 
explain a proportion which may perhaps be 
thought too general, when I fay Ma quanto 
temo , o fpero tutto emenzogna: “ But what- 
ever I fear or hope is falle.” I would not 
have any dry and fevere critic fay to me, 
“ What ! don’t you fear hell ? don’t you 
hope in God ? ” For, according to this, the 
hope in God and fear of hell are falfe. It 
is true, that in anfwer I might lay, mod fa- 
gacious Sir ! I have known from my infancy, 
as well as you, that God and hell are indif- 
putable truths ; and if this was not my be- 
lief, I fhould not have recommended myfelf 
to God, at the clofe, in the manner I have 
done. The hopes and fears of which I fpeak 
in the fonnet, are thofe that proceed from 
mere terreftial objects. You fee that the 
defence is liifficiently folid, and the counter- 
poifon is found in the fonnet itielf. Read it, 
and give me your opinion fincertly, without 
concealing from me that of Monfignor Ni- 
colini, which will have great weight with 
me. I falute the whole houfe, and to your- 
felf I heartily recommend your V. N. V. N. 
N, M. addio. Vienna, June 6, 1732, 

' ' LET- 



( «7 ) 



' LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

1 begin my letter Avith a dreadful piece 
of news, juft arrived from Prague by the 
poft, which has extremely afflicted me, as 
well as all Vienna. The following is the 
copy of a letter which I have juft received. 

Prague, nth June. , 

“ The Emperor being upon a fhooting- 
“ party, in the wood of Branchais, and 
“ having fired at a flag, the ball, after pafT- 
** .ing through the animal, wounded his 
“ Highnefs, the Prince of Schwaifemberg, 
** Mafter of the horfe, in the left fide, in 
fo fatal a manner 9s was immediately 
“ pronounced to be mortal ; and this morn- 
“ ing, between three and four o’clock, he 
“ died. This dreadful calamity has thrown 
“ the Emperor into the deepeft affiidfion. 
** It was with the utmoft difficulty that he 
“ was prevented from going to fee the dying 
** Prince, in order to afk his pardon ; but 
“ he was at laft prevailed on to fend Count 
“ St. Julian to perform this melancholy 
** office.” 

G 4 This 



Digitized by Google 




( 88 ) 

This news has thrown the whole city 
into the greateft confternation, many for the 
love they bore the Prince, and all for the 
fuffering of our moft auguft Mafter, whole 
humanity and tendernefs are known to be 
1 luch, as mud have difordered his whole 
frame, as well as wounded his mind ; yet it 
W'as impoffible to prevail on him to be 
blooded, which was thought by the faculty 
to be abfolutely neceflary to his fafety. And 
the worft of all is, that the Emprefs, whole 
circumfpeft and prudent advice would have 
had moft weight, in prevailing on his Ma- 
jefty to fubmit to his phylicians, was unfor- 
tunately not in Prague, having begun the 
ufe of the waters at Carlefiad. In confe- 
quence of this accident, the feftival of Au- 
guft will not be celebrated in the city of 
Cromau, as 1 wrote you word ; for being a , 
place that belonged to the deceafed Prince, 
it would be very ill calculated for joy and 
feftivity. I lhall wait for new orders ; but 
the general opinion is, that the Emperor 
will loon return to Vienna. 

I have nothing to fay at prefent to Sig, \ 
Ant. Tommafo Lazzaretti. The inform- 
ation which you have procured, concerning . 
the vacancy in Sicily, arrives too late ; we 
4 V muft 
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muft now look forward to other things. 

Your attention, however, convinces me of 

your kind concern and zeal for my fervice ; 

which I lhall always try to preferve, and of 

which I am both pleafed and proud. 

You cannot imagine how much I am af: 

fli&ed with the difgrace of the theatre delle 

Dame. The worft part of the ftory is, that 

in whatever way the poor Cavanna may try 

to recover the public favour, his lols mull: be 

very great. My brother has written me the 

pews of the town. His information is now 

a little ftale, but I am, neverthelefs, obliged 

' to him. I embrace, thank, and beg of him 

the continuance of his intelligence. 

How can I fufficiently thank you for the 

affc&ionate anxiety you exprefs about my 

health ; it is already mended by your letter ; 

think then what it would be -by yourfelf. 

Many compliments to Bulga* and other 

friends ; and accept yourfelf of a thoufand 
£ 

proteftations of the immutability of your N, 
Adieu, N. M, 

. Viej^na, June 14, 1732. 



TET- 
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LETTER XI. • 

TO THE SAME. 

Was there ever fuch a diflocation of the 
things of this world, both fmall and great 1 
Can a more unhappy accident he imagined, 
than that which 1 related in my laft letter ? 
And of another kind, can greater delegation 
be reprefented to the mind, than that which 
you have lb well defcribed in your letter 
which I received this morning ? It is terri- 
ble, that a great city Ihould be obliged to 
fuffer for the caprice of an individual, and 
that, for fuch frivolous motives, he fhould 
have no repugnance to injuring numbers, 
and difpleafing all. 

I pity thofe who feel the lofs ; and even 
without this motive, it is impoffible to be 
indifferent. 

The Emperor, after the unhappy accident, 
returned to Prague, where, according to all 
accounts, he fhut himfelf up in his room, 
without feeing a human creature, during a 
whole day and night. Prince Eugene was 
\ the firft, who, with relpe&ful violence, 

j forced himfelf into his prefence, and, inter - 

' rupted 

*1 
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rupted the folitude and profound afflidiion ia 
which he was immerfed. It is univerlally 
believed, to have been wholly from the .care 
and importunity of the Prince, that he al- 
lowed himlelf, at length, to be blooded, and 
conveyed to Carhjhad, where he frill re- 
mains, and will try the effedl of the waters. 

The youngeft Archduchels, Marianne, 
has been fix days ill with the fmall-pox ; 
news that will increafe the agitation of our 
royal Maftcr, at being lo far from her. 
There are, however, no dangerous fymp- 
tons, and the phyficians prognofricate v 
a happy recovery. In the mean time, the 
eldeft Archduchefs, Terela, is feparated from 
her filler, to efcape infection. The Emprefs 
dowager, Amelia, widow of Jofeph, has 
quitted the convent, where Ihe lived retired, 
in order to refide with the Archduchels Te- 
refa, in the Imperial palace, Favorita, till the 
fillers can fafely be again united. 

I am well in health, but ill in fpirits. All 
thefe events make me miferable ; and the 
public melancholy inlenfibly communicates 
itfelf, even to the indifferent. At prefent, 
the return of their Imperial Majefties is not 
known. The accident which happened, 
and the illnffs of the Archduchefs, it is be- 
lieved, 
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licved, will haften them ; but all is conjecture. 
In the mean time, I have nothing to cheer 
me* hut your good health ; preferve it care- 
fully, and believe me your N. 

Addio, N. M. 

Vienna, June 21, 1732. 



LETTER XII. 

* £ 

TO THE SAME. 

I plainly perceive, that I am an animal 
of a diftindt genus from the common race 
of men. Nobody has the Influenza more 
than once ; but I am honoured with it 
twice. Though I fuffered, and recovered, 
like other people, laft week ; yet, this week, 
comes the fecond volume, with ja cough, 
hcad-ach, and other complaints : however, 
I am again perfectly well. I hear that you 
are attacked by this diforder in the fame 
manner ; I am fosfv it has reached you ; I 
hope it will not be very obflinatej indeed if 
its quality is not more malignant at Rome, 
than in Germany, you have no occafion to 
be greatly alarmed. 

Ia^ 

* * 
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I am glad that my AJilo d' Amor e * cuts a 
figure in Italy, even with a compofition of 
Cardinal Polignac, though with fome dis- 
advantage. I perfectly agree with the pub* 
lie, in their approbation of the latter ; and it 
appears to me, that in this produdtion of the 
Cardinal, the human heart is laid open with 
great fagacity, and the morality interfperfed, 
does not favour of pedantry; a common de- 
fied! with all thofe who wifh to inftrudl, but 
* • ’ 
difdain to pleafe. It is very tiue, that this 

fpecies of poetry is much lefs difficult than 
the other, I mean than that in which any 
one is highly praifed. Praife offends the 
felf-lovc of thofe who hear it, and our ma- 
lignant nature makes us imagine, that what 
is given to others, is taken froqj? ourfelves. 
So that panegyrics feldom pleafe, though 
good ; whereas, fatire is welcome, however 
coarfe and unjuft. This may account for 
the difficulty of gilding the pill of praife, in 
fuch a manner, as to make us forget our- 
felves. But I fhall not mount the pulpit, or 
aflume the part of a Seneca ; and yet I know 

* This was a little Feftal Drama of one act, written 
for the Emprefs’s birth-day, and performed to the mufic cf 
Caldara, in the Imperial Palace at Lintz, in Upper Auftria, 
Auguft 1732. 

not' 
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not how it is, but whenever I write to you, 
I feel a difpofition to philofophife, and what 
is more extraordinary, without the fear of 
tiring you. - Vienna, Dec. 6, 1732. 



The following Letter, to the fame corref- 
pondent, feems of the firft clafs in the col- 
lection. 



LETTER XIII. 

Will you fuggeft to me a fubjeCt for an 
opera, or no ? 1 am plunged into an abyfs 
of doubt. Nay, don’t laugh, and tell me I 
am mad. The fubjeCt of an opera is of the 
greateft confequence. Luckily, it is my 
good fortune to be abfolutely obliged to de- 
cide immediately ; otherwife, I fhould re- 
main undetermined till the day of judgment, 
and even then. Da Capo. Read the 3d 
feene, aCt iii. of my sldriano. Obferve the 
character which the Emperor gives of him- 
felf, and you will there fee that of your 
friend. He knew his infirmity, and fo 
do 1 mine, but without correcting it *. 

Ah ! tu non fai 
Ppual guer ra di pen/ieri 

* Though the Poet does not in his letter quote himfclfi 
yet in order to fave the reader the trouble of turning to the 
reflexion to which he alludes, wc infert it, with a tranlla- 
tiftn. < 

Agita 
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Agrta l'alma mia. Roma , il Senate, 

Emirena, Sabina, 

La mia gloria, il mio amor, tutto ho prefetUt : 

Hutto accordar vorrei: trovo per, tutto , 

SOualche fcoglio a temer. Scelgo, mi pento ; 

Poi d'cjjcrmi pentito 
Mi ritorno a pentir. Mi Jlanco intanlQ 
Nel lungo dubitar, tal che dal male 
Il ben piu non dijlinguo. Alfin mi veggia 
Stretto dal tempo, e mi rifolvo al peggio. 

Ah 1 thou knoweft not 
What warring fentiments diftradl my foul. 

Rome, the Senate, Emirena, Sabina, 

My fame, my love, all are prefent ; and I 
Would fain accord them all. Yet find, where’er 
I turn my eyes, fome rock to fear. 1 chufe, 

Repent, and then, adamvartk, repenting of repentance. 
Return again to the firft thought, and thus - 
Give birth to new contrition ; till at length. 

Quite wearied and perplex’d with cndlefs doubt, 

I can no lutyir - diitinguiik-’ejtfXT right 
P ir Awl wrong. And laftly, having no more leifurc 
F or felf-debate, I choofe the worft. 

This obftinate vice of indecifion torments 
me, without affording the fmallcft pleafure 
in return ; I feel it without the leaff: power 
of refinance ; it is the tyranny of body over 
mind ; and I am convinced, that thefe ex- 
cefles of doubt and irrefolution, the great ene- 
mies of affion, are occafioned by the me- 
chanifm of our foul’s habitation, which makes 
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is fee things through a falfe medium : as the 
rays of the fun are diverged, difcoloured, 
and rendered yellow, green, or red, accord- 
ing to the body or medium through which 
they fhine. Hence it is, that man feems not 
to aft by reafon, but mechanical impulfe j 
adapting reafon to his feelings, and not hiS 
feelings to reafon. If this were not the cafe; 
all thofe who think well, would aft well; 
but we fee the contrary. Who ever ex- 
amined nature and virtue better than Arif- 
totle ? And who has ever been more un- 
grateful to both ? Who has ever taught us 
better than Seneca, to defpife death, and who 
ever feared it more than himfelf? Who 
has ever uttered finer maxims of oeconomy' 
than our Paul Doria , and who ever fquan- 
dered his patrimony more miferably ? Iri 
fhort, the doftrine is true* and radically 
found j but we do not examine it in all its 
ramifications; becaufe that would carry us 
too far. 

You are not tired when 1 play the philo- 
fopher with you. Indeed I do it with no 
one elfe ; and I have not forgotten the vari- 
ous converfations of this kind, which we en- 
joyed when we happily paffcd many hours of 
each day together. But how materials for 

fuch 
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fuch difcuffions are increased fmce, by ex- 
perience ! We may fpeak further on thef'e 
matters fometime of other, if the freaks of 
fortune do not entangle the thread of my 

honourable and fatiguing web. The 

reft of this letter has been fuppreffed. 

Vienna, July 4, r 7 33* 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

May years unnumbered be added to the 
life of mv moft auguft Patron ! who yerter- 
day publilhed in my favour, a truly Cselarean 
decree, in the fupreme council of Spain, by 
which I am inverted with the office of Trea- 
furer to the province of Colenza in the 
kingdoip of Naples : a port for life, of ho- 
nour, authority, and if I were to perform 
the bufinefs myfelf in perlon, of confiderable 
profit ; but even after paying a deputy, the 
clear falary will amount to 1500 florins a 
year. You fee that the appointment is not 
inconfiderable in point of pecuniary advan- 
tage ; but be afiured, that the honour done 
me by the folicitude, affection, and con- 
vol., r. h defeenfion 
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defcenfion, with which the Emperor has 
deigned to confer this benefit upon me, in- 
finitely furpafles all lucrative confiderations. 
It was publicly declared, at the Imperial 
table, to one of the members of the council, 
as a reward for my pad; and prefent labours ; 
and his Imperial Majefty was pleafed to add, 
that he had, unfolicitcd, mentioned this ap- 
pointment in council, as my juft due. This 
public paitiality of His Majefty in my favour, 
has made fuch an impreffion, that yefter- 
day, contrary to cuftom, when the decree 
was mentioned, there was no one of the 
counfellors who ventured to utter a fyllable 
againft it ; but part of them faid coldly, that 
the order fhould be executed, w'hile the reft 
applauded the juftice and propriety of the 
appointment. The beft part of the ftory is, 
that this favour has been granted without 
the leaft recommendation of any kind; fo 
that I owe it entirely to the beneficent 
heart of CaTar, to whom may God grant a 
long, fortunate, and glorious life ! I fhall 
probably be put to fome difficulty in paying 
the fees of office, which I believe will be 
conliderable'; but I fhall be foon reim- 
burfed. 



Yefterday, 



Digitized by Google 



( 99 ) 

Yefterday, after dinner, to moderate my 
joy for this my good fortune, I met with an 
Occident which might have been ferious, 
but was of no great confequence. In mount- 
ing the ftair-cafe of the theatre, at the 
palace called the Favourita, in order to re- 
connoitre the ftage, one of the fteps gave 
way under nle, and I went head foremoft to 
the next ftairs, as if fhot out of a cannon. 
However, except two flight contufions, I 
clcaped very well. This I may regard as a 
fecond piece of good fortune, equal to the 
fir ft. I am now going to demand an audience, 
in order to thank my Imperial Patron. 

By the next poft, you (hall be informed of 
all that he fays to me. Addio N. M. 

Vienna, July 28, 1733. 



This was the laft letter to the Romanina, 
that has been prelerved. That zealous 
friend of his head, as well as heart, dying 
about the middle of February 1734, ma- 
nifefted the fincerity of her attachment to 
the poet, by bequeathing to him all her 
pofleffions, after the deceafe of her hufband, 
to the amount of twenty-five thoufand 
crowns. But Metaftafio, always confiftent, 
With his ufual re&itude and propriety, to- 

h 2 tally 
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totally declined accepting of her intended 
kindnefs, and transferred the whole bequeft 
to her hufband, whofe real property, accord- 
ing to our Englifh ideas of jurifprudence, it 
feems legally to have been. The teftamen- 
tary law* of Italy, may be different from 
thofe of our country. Some Italian writers 
fay, that the Romanina left Metaftafio erede 
dituttoil fuo patrimonio. “Heir to all 
her patrimony.” If by patrimony was 
meant an eftate pofTefTed by inheritance, and 
independantly fettled upon her at the time 
of her marriage, her teftamentary difpofi- 
tions are reconcileable to Englifh ideas of 
law in fuch cafes ; though prefering the 
friend to the hufband, deviates fomewhat 
from the general cuflom of our country. 
That the bequeft was legal, has never been 
doubted by Metaftafio’s biographers, who all 
fpeak of his renunciation in the higheft terms 
of panegyric, as uncommonly difinterefted, 
generous, and heroic. And the poet him- 
ielf, as well as all Italy, regarded it as a 
noble facrifice. 

Whether Metaftafio’s connexion with the 
Romanina, was purely platonic, or of a lcfs 
l'eraphic kind, I lhall not pretend to deter- 
mine. But the hufband refiding in the fame 

houfe 
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houfe with them, both at Naples and Rome, 
and the friendly manner in which the Poet 
always mentioned him in his letters to the 
wife, with the open manner in which he 
expreffed his affliftion in writing to him 
after her death, would, in England, be 
thought indications favourable to conjugal 
fidelity. But a chafte aftrefs and opera 
finger, is a ftill more uncommon pheno- 
menon in Italy, than in Great Britain. 

Yet though it is not thought abfolutely 
neceffary for the female fingers of Italy to 
be veftals, while Angle, or Lucretia’s when 
married, they find it convenient to have a no- 
minal hufband, who will fight their battles, 
contend with the firft man, and Imprefarip 
of an opera ; and, occafionally, ftand in the 
gap, as circumftances may require. 

But whether the Poet’s friendfhip for 
Bulgarini, the hufband, was pure and undif- 
fembled or not, his affiidlion for the death of 
his wife, feems to have been unfeignedly 
deep and fincere. The following pathetic 
letter, written immediately after he had re- 
ceived the news of her deccafe, and of her 
teftament in his favour, feems a faithful de- 
lineation of the ftate of his mind at this 
time, and to correfpond with that goodnefs 

h 3 of 
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of heart, as well as thole tender feelings' 
and lofty ideas of redtitude, which appear in 
all his other writings, and which have eno- 
bled the general tenor of his life, 



LETTER XV. 

TO SIGNOR DOMENICO BULGARINI, 

Oppressed by the afflidling news of the 
death of our poor Marianna, I know not how 
to begin this letter. The tidings are into- 
lerable to me on fo many accounts, that I 
can devife no means to diminilh the qcjute- 
nefs of my lufferings; and therefore, I trull 
you will not accufe me of want of feeling, 
if I am unable to fuggell to you any confo- 
lation for your lofs, as I have hitherto been 
utterly unequal to finding any for myfelf. 

The laft difpofition of the poor deceafed in 
my favour, aggravates the caufeof my for row, 
and obliges me to give a public and incon- 
teftable proof of the difinterellednefs of that 
friendlhip, which I profefled to herwhile living, 
and which I lhall prefcrve for her honoured 
memory, to the laffc moment of my exill- 
ence. Knowing therefore, how much af- 
fedtion, kindnefs, and zeal, for the welfare 
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of the poor Marianna, you have always ma- 
nifeded, I fhall bed fhew my gratitude to 
her, by entirely renouncing, in your favour, 
all claim to her effedts ; not through pride, 
God preferve me from fuch ingratitude ! but 
becaufe it appears to be my duty, as an honed 
man and a Chridian. The advantage which 
I fhall dill derive from this inheritance, even 
after renouncing it, will not be inconfidera- 
ble : as the knowing what was intended for 
me by the generous tedatrix, will be a lading 
proof of her friendfhip ; and the relinquifh- 
ing it in your favour, will be a proof of my 
difinteredednefs with refpect to her, and of 
my equity towards yourfelf. I am at pre- 
fent, thank God, in no need of fuch aflid- 
ance, as I am rewarded beyond my merit ; 
fo that I fhall not fufter by the facrifice I 
make to you. Though I entangle you with 
no conditions in the renunciation which I 
incla>fe, yet I have fome requeds to make, 
and counfels to fugged; to you. 

My firft requeft is, that the relinquilh- 
ing this claim, may in no wife dilfolve 
our friendfhip; but that, according to 
the wifh of the poor Marianna, our cor- 
refpondence may continue as entire as if 
fhe were dill living; fubdituting you at 
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all times, and in all places, for her repre- 
fentative. • 

My fecond requeft is, that you will un- 
dertake the trouble of receiving the falaries 
of my three offices in Rome, and the tranf- 
afting of my Neapolitan concerns, exa&ly 
in the fame manner as was done by our in- 
comparable Marianne ; for which purpofe, 
I fend you proper powers. I write likewife 
to Signor Tenerelli, at Naples, who will 
treat you in the fame manner, as Signora 
Marianne herfelf ; remitting to you, from 
time to time, whatever fums may be due to 
me from that quarter, continuing to my 
poor family, the ufual alignments and pro- 
vifion, if you fhall chufe it, jointly with my 
brother. 

The advice which feems neceflfary for me 
to give you, is, that you would affift the 
poor family of Signor Francefco Lombardi, 
by every means in your power ; and try by 
arts of charity to do every thing for them, 
which, in a fimilar fituation, you would ex- 
pert from them to you. 1 have fpecified in my 
renunciation, fome particulars in which you 
fhould affift them ; but befides myunwilling- 
nefs to involve you in trouble and difficulty, 
J am fo certain of the goodnefs of your heart, 
* that 
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that I have left all the merit of your bene- 
volence towards them, to the liberality of 
your own determination. 

In all things elfe, you are at full liberty 
to a£t as occalion, and your own prudence, 
fhall fuggefl. 

At prefent, my mind is in too great per- 
turbation for me to attempt giving you a 
plan for the regulation of your conduct. I 
fhall only fay, that it appears to me, as if 
you fhould difpofe of all the effe&s you can 
fpare, in order to raife a capital, and that 
you fhould li$e in a fmaller houfe. 

I can think of no other teftimony to offer 
you, at prefent, of my friendfhip and con- 
fidence. Be equally open in your corre- 
fpondence, and confider my interefts as your 
own, and me as your brother. I am unable 
now to write a longer letter; when my 
mind is more tranquil, I fhall communi- 
cate to you fuch thoughts as may occur. 

In the mean time, love me, and endeavour 
to be comforted yourfelf. Be allured, if it 
were in my power, that I would try to con- 
tribute that to your confolatiqn, which I am 
unable to receive mvfelf, 

Vienna, March 13, 1734. 

The 
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The following letter to his brother, in apo- 
logy for his renunciation of the Romanina’s 
intended kindnefs, will ferve as an illustra- 
tion of the principle upon which it was made, 
as well as of his own reCHtude of character. 



LETTER XVI. 

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLD TRAPASSI. 

In my prefent agitation for the unexpected 
death of the poor generous Marianne, my 
utmoft efforts will enable me to write but 
little. I can only tell you, that both my 
honour and confcience have obliged me to 
relinquish, in favour of her hufbaiid, Dome- 
nico, that bequeft which She intended for 
me. I owe to the world an indisputable 
proof, that my friendship for her, was nei- 
ther built upon avarice, nor felf-intereft. 
I ought not to abuS'e the partiality of my poor 
deceafed friend, at the expence of her huf- 
band ; . and God, I truft, will permit me to 
profper, by fome other means for my in- 
tegrity. For myfelf, I am in want of no 
more than my prefent income ; for my fa- 
mily, I have Sufficient at Rome for their 

comfortable 
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comfortable fupport. Indeed if it (hall pleafe 
God to continue to me my prefent Neapoli- 
tan relources, I (hall be able to give further 
proofs of my affe&ion for my relations, and 
for yourfelf in particular. Communicate 
thefe refolutions to our father, to whom I 
am unable to write at prefent. Allure him 
of my fixt determination to affift him always, 
as I have hitherto done; or rather, to in- 
creale that ailiftance, if things are prolperous 
at Naples. In Ihort, I beg you will ufe your 
utmoft endeavours to make him enter into 
my realbns, that I may not be afflicted with 
his dilapprobation of my honeft and chriftian 
procedure. 

In the mean time, I beg you will unite 
interefts with Sig. Domenico, from whom I 
hope you will experience that friendlhip, 
which may be expe&ed in return for the 
confidence and conlideration with which I 
have treated him, I have tranfmitted to 
him proper powers for tranfafting my mo- 
ney concerns, fo that all things will go on 
as ufual. But the poor Marianne will never 
return ! and I believe that the reft of my 
life will be infipid and forrowful. Condemn 
not, I entreat you, my refolution, and be- 
lieve me ever yours. Vienna, March 13, 1734- 

He 
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He exprefTed his fenfibility for the lofs of 
the Romaniua, in the fame affectionate 
manner, to another correfpondent. 



LETTER XVII. 

TO A FRIEND AT ROME. 

Was it neceffary for fuch a calamity to 
happen, in order to procure me the long 
wifhed for pleafure of hearing from you ? 
At lead, fince the price is fo great, I beg it 
may be continued, to mitigate, by the re- 
novation of our intercourfe, the remem- 
brance of my misfortune ; a remembrance 
which l'eems to have placed me in the world 
as in a populous defert, and in that kind of 
defolation in which a man, if he were tranf- 
ported in -his deep to China or Tartary, 
would find himfelf in waking, among peo- 
ple of whofe language, inclinations, and 
manners, he was quite ignorant. In the 
midff of thefe imaginations, reafon enough 
is left to tell me who, and what I am ; but 
that is not fufficient to free me from afflic- 
tion. May God, in whofe hands are all 
events, turn this affliction to my benefit, 

and 
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and teach me by fuch a roanifeftation, what 
a vain hope it is, to form fyftems of hap- 
pinefs, w'ithout his ailiitance *. \ ou adviie 
me to go to Rome in order to fettle, in per- 
fon, the affair of the teftament made in my 
favour by the generous deceafed ; but it I 
were not prevented by the duties ot my Na- 
tion, and the prefent tempefluous ftate ot 
Italy, you fee, that by renouncing all claims 
to this inheritance, fuch a ftep becomes 
wholly unneceffarv. I know not whether 
my renunciation will be approved by all ; 
but 1 know very well, that neither my ho- 
nour nor confcience would permit me to 
abufe the exceffwe partiality of a poor w o- 
man, to the detriment of her relations, and 
that even the want of neceffaries would be 

* Having communicated a few MS. flieets of thefe 
Memoirs to my old and much honoured friend Mr. Mafon, 
for whofe learning, judgment, and genius, 1 have always 
bad the higheft refpect ; in perufing the prefent letter, 
when he came to this part, he wrote with a pencil the fol- 
lowing opinion, which, as it confirms my own, I (hall 
take the liberty to infert : 

« I think this paragraph a proof that there had been no- 
“ thing criminal between him and Marianne. Such a 
“ man as M. writing to a friend, would have exprefled in 
“ this place fome compunction, ^at leaft he would not have 
“ invoked the Deity in fuch a folernn manner.” M. 

i much 
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much more tolerable to me, than the fhamd 
of fuch an a&ion. 

Vienna, April 3, 1734. 

He fays to the fame friend, in another 
letter, written May 22, of the fame year : 
“ If I fhould affedl the philofopher, and tell 
you that I was forry to hear that my country- 
had been fo lavilh of applaufe for the renun- 
ciation I have lately made, I Ihould be very 
infincere. It pleafes me much, and will 
fortify my opinion of the juftice of the a 6 I ; 
indeed, I regard thefe praifes as a furprifing 
inftance of affedlion from lo great a mother, 
even to the meaneft of her Ions.” 



END OF THE SECOND SECTION. 
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Digitized by Google 



( 1*1 



SECTION lit. 

.Among the letters of Mctaftafio that have 
been published, there are three to his father, 
and many to his brother Leopold, at Rome; 
Thefe laft, chiefly without date, are gene- 
rally filled with family concerns, and kind 
counfel. Among many excellent maxims 
of prudence and good condudf, Metaflalio 
chiefly recommends diligence to his brother, 
who feems, through his means, to have been 
inverted with an office under the Pontifical 
government. u Never,” fays he, “ defef 
till to-morrow what you can do to-day. A 
weight divided into fmall portions, becomes 
infupportable when united.” 

It is pleafing to humanity to find what 
refpedt and attention the Poet enjoins his 
brother towards their aged parent, whom he 
fupported in eafe and comfort, to the end of 
a long life. 

“ Though I am certain,” fays he to his 
brother, “ that you will not be deficient in 
duty, yet fuffer me to recommend to you 
not to fpare me, in any expence that can re- 
move inconvenience or add to his comfort. 
If' he were not our father, his age and in- 
firmities 
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firmities would demand our moft tender 
companion ; coniider then what we owe 
him, as fons.” 

But in the anecdotes, that have been lately 
publifhed, concerning the private life of our 
admirable Poet* ; among his peculiarities, 
l'ome are related which feem too ferious for 
ridicule, and from which I fhould be forry, for 
his honour, and for the honour of human 
nature, not to be able to defend him. What 
a difgrace to pradtical virtue and benevo- 
lence would it be, to find a writer whole 
works breathe the pureft principles of virtue 
and morality, and whole life, during more 
than fifty years refidence at Vienna, was un- 
impeachably innocent, and exemplary in the 
exercife of religious duties ; to want, not 
only filial and fraternal affedfion, but even 
thofc common and laudable partialities for 
his kindred and countrymen, to which the 
moft vulgar minds are naturally prone ! It 
has been faid-f, with a degree of levity and 
fport, perhaps more pour egaier les cbofes y 
and enliven a period, than from convidlion, 
or a wifh to degrade the Poet’s moral cha- 
r after, that “ he refufed to4iear, and took 
* Elogj Italian! dell Andrea Rubbi. Ven. 1782. 

•f lb. Jrwotazitni all ’ plogii di Pietro Metajlajioy. 
Art. Prcgiudlzj. 

pains 
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pairts not to know whether he had in his lat- 
ter days* any one relation left in the world.’* 
And on this uncharitable aflertion, the world 
is to make its obfervations and reflections? 
For my own part* I fhall make no reflections 
injurious to the poet or his cenfurers, but 
furnifh candid minds with the following 
letters, and extracts from others, written by 
Metaftafio to his father and brother, as a 
complete anfwer to hafty conclufions of hi3 
want of affeCtion for his family. 



LETTER 1. 

to Relics trAppassi, the father of 

METASTASIO. 

Yob cannot imagine with what joy I 
learned from your moft refpeCted letter, the 
recovery of that health, for which I hav^ 
ever been fo anxious. 

I return you my moft humble thanks for the 
care which you have kindly taken to remove 
from my mind fuch painful anxiety, and I 
pray to God, that in lengthening your days, 
he would deign to add to them a portion of 
my own, provided I have time fufficient 
VOL. t. 1 allowed 
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allowed me once more to embrace yon, and 
to render you, in perfon, frelh teftimonies of 
my refped and reverence. 

1 am unable, to-day, to write to our dear 
Perroni. But fail not, I entreat you, to let 
him know that I am well, and to embrace 
and falute him moft heartily. Humbly beg- 
ging you to be careful of your health, and to 
grant me your benedidion. 

I remain, &c. 

Vienna, Feb. 7, 1739. 



LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have juft received your moft refpeded 
letter of the thirteenth of January, full of all 
thole exprelfions of paternal afFedion, which 
though familar to your partial love towards 
me, if repeated a thoufand and a thoufand 
times, would always imprefs my mind with 
new delight, and exad from me new grati- 
tude. 

I afliire you that there is nothing I more 
ardently wilh than the feeing, embracing, 
and giving you new teftimonies of that filial 
tendernefs and reljped which arc fa juftly 

ynur 
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Vour due ; though the narrow limits pre- 
fcribed by fortune to my powers, have not 
yet allowed me to convince you of them by 
any other means. 

Hitherto I have leenno likelihood of the 
pontifical intentions of kindnefs towards 
me, ending in any thing more than good 
wilhes, upon which it would be very unfafe 
for hope to build. A thoufand embraces to 
my brother, and to all our family. 

Cza Katum, Feb. 9, 1743" 



LETTER III; 

TO THE SAME. 

The duties of my employment, on occa- 
fion of the nuptials of theie Princes (&) have 
not permitted me fooner to anfwer your mod 
refpected letter of laft month. Though I 
have no occafion for new proofs, to convince 
me of your paternal tendernel's, I receive an 
inexpreffible pleafure from the affeflionate 
txprelfions which you have been pleated to 

(£) Prince Charles of Lorrain with Marianna, Arch- 
dutchefs of Auftria, Cftei to Terefa, afterwards Etnprefs- 
queen. 

I 2 
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beftow upon me ; and be aflured, that if t 
had leifure, my correfpondence would exceed 
all bounds, if fo facred a duty could admit of 
excels. 

The moft precious proof you can give me 
of your affection, is the care of your health ; 
and confirming me in the ardent hope which. 
7 have long cherifhed of, fometime or other, 
again embracing you, and receiving, in per- 
fon, your paternal benedi&ion. 

Vienna, Jan. 2$, 1744^ 



LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your afte&ionate letter of the 16th ofIaft» 
month, was moft grateful to me ; as is every 
thing that comes from you, as well for the 
happy news of your health, as for the proofs 
it contained of your affection ; which, though 
unneceflary perfuafives, are always welcome, 
conlolations. It is moft certain, that the 
turbulent fituation in which I find myfelf, T 
renders the ftru&ure of happinefs, which I 
have been fb many years forming, lels and 
7 cls folid. This makes me more melancholy 

than. 
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than I ufed naturally to be ; but at prefent, 
thank God, in fpite of the terrible afpe<51 of 
public affairs, by clofe application to my 
books, which keeps off painful reflexions, I 
am infenfibly become more tranquil. 1 
imitate you in wifhing the profperity which 
you prefage, but not in expeXing it. I have 
been fo long deluded by hope, that, at pre- 
fent, the more (he appears to fmile, the lefs 
confidence I place in her; and this incredu- 
lity, renders the ftrokes of ill fortune lefs 
affliXing. You do extremely well to con- 
tinue to cherifh hope for yourfelf; by that 
means, you have the enviable faculty of 
anticipating expeXed bleflvngs, and enjoy- 
ing them as much at a diftance, as if they 
were in your poffeffion ; and no fboner does 
one fet of imaginary bleffings vanifh, than 
another arifes, to confole the time prefent, 
for the difappointment of the part. For my 
misfortune, I am very barren of all fuch delu- 
five hopes, which indeed affeX me fo dif- 
ferently, that what is balm to your mind, 
becomes poiibn to mine. 

Would to heaven you were a prophet, 
and that I could give you lefs limitted figns 
©f my love and relpeX. 

Vienna, June 13, 1744. 

I 3 At 
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At this time, his father cherished the moft 
brilliant expectations from his fon’s exalted 
fituation at Vienna, and the late profeflions 
of kindnefs towards him from the Pope. 

In anfwer to a letter from his brother, 
about collecting and printing his works, in 
which he feems to have entertained Iplendid 
hopes from the effeCts of a dedication to the 
EleCtor Palatine, he fays, “ Whatever you 
do with thofe trifles, I advife you not to be 
too fanguine in your expectations from that 
quarter. Neither princes nor their fatellites, 
have the will or the power to reward talents 
in the manner good people are apt to imagine. 
Indeed, I know not what their definition 
of merit may be, and have too profound a 
relpeCt for it, to attempt its inveftigation ; I 
lhall leave it, therefore, among thofe myjieries 
which (though not contrary J are fuperior 
to reafon.” 

Though thefe fraternal letters are written 
on fubjeCis little interefting to the public, 
there are frequent traits in them, which if 
not to be rigidly ftyled wit, or humour, 
amount to lomething between both : a half- 
and-half plcalantry, peculiar to our author, 
and perhaps to his language. I lhall ven- 
ture to inftance a few of thefe, without much 

confidence 
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confidence in my abilities of transfufing their 
fpirit into Englifh. 

In a very fhort letter to his brother, of 
only one page, he lays : “ When you fee our 
dear and moil placid Jomelli, pray fpur him 
up to finilh the work he has undertaken for 
the court of Spain. I have a commiffion to 
give him a jog, no eafy talk, at this di- 
ftance (c). Now the d — 1 would have me 
turn over, but non concurrimus," 

The poll days being changed at Vienna, 
he tells his brother, that having forgotten the 
alteration, he had been an unpun&ual cor- 
refpondent without defign, or convenience 
to himfelf from the delay ! It is hard, lays 
he, “ to get rid of old habits, — Nor is it lels 
difficult to change Monday to Saturday, than 
to live in an oblate fpheroid , in a world flat- 
tened at the poles by new aftronomers, after 
lo long imagining that I lived in one that 
was round.” 

Having written a Cantata , for the birth 
of an Arch-dutchels, he defires his brother 
not to mention it ; for if the mere title is 

(cj Jomelli, who compofed fo much, and fo ad- 
mirably, when he fet about it, was naturally indolent, and 
unwilling to work ; though equally unwilling to difoblige 
his friends by a refufal, when they intreated him to excrcifc 
his talents. 

•» i 4 known. 
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known, it will foon be thought an old pro-, 
du&ion. It is named, fays he, “ La Gara x 
pray acknowledge it for your nephew.” 

He tells his brother, who confulted him 
about publifhing a treatife, which he had 
ready for the prefs, that “the height of 
folly in an author, is the printing his works, 
at his own expence. He muft be initiated 
in the myfteries of mercenary affociates, ere 
he can get out of fuch traffic with wbola 
bones.” 

During the laft war between the Emprefs-. 
queen, and the late King of Pruffia, Metafo 
tafio, who was very much attached to his 
Imperial Patronefs, frequently fends his 
brother the political news of the times, 
“ At prefent fays he, we have more troops 
in Bohemia, than the King of Pruffia ex-, 
pefls ; and as he is now marched into that 
kingdom, if he chufes to dance, there will 
be no want of mufic : and the country- ' 

dances will be very lively.” “ The war 

will become more and more violent every day, 
unlefs the Englifh change their imperious 
tone, adifficult metamorphofe.” — “The King 
of Pruffia has made feverai movements, 
which have called upon our generals for alj 
their attention ; but, however, ' they feem 

only 
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only to arife from that kind of reftleflnefs, 
which makes_fick and infirm people, always 
hope to acquire euie by a change of pen 
fition.” 

“ I am tired of a little journey into Par- 
naffus which I made in a great hurry, by 
order of our Court. And yet, I write to you 
the inftant I return, with my boots Rill on. 
Pray be thankful that you have not been 
jiegle&ed in the midft of iuch fufl'erings.” 

“ Artaferfe is the moft fortunate of all 
my children. The reft have experienced 
various vicifiitudes ; but this, through the 
obftinacy of fate, has always been in the 
fhrrups ( d ). So that dramas have their 

conftellations.” 

The correfpondence with his brotlier 
Leopold, continued tillDecember 17th, 1762, 
about which time he probably died. In, 
letters to his banker and friend, Signo* Ar-j 
genvilliers, at Rome, which began in 1750, 
after his father’s deceafe, he conftantly 
tnentions his brother, and gives inftruftions 
for the payment of fums allotted for his ufe. 
Jn 1 759, Leopold had a very dangerous fever, 
ydnch greatly alarmed Metaftalio, who, in 

(tf) Always fuccefsful, never difmountcd. 

writing 
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writing to Signor Argenvilliers, exprefles his 
anxiety in a manner too affe&ionate for a 
man who “ refufed to hear, and took pains 
not to know, whether he had any one rela- 
tion in the world,” 



LETTER V. 

JO SIGNOR FRANCESCO ARGENVILLIERS, 
BANKER, AT ROME- 

You have furnifhed me with a new proof, 
my dear friend, of the goodnefs of your heart, 
in the affe&ionate care you have taken of 
my brother, the Advocate, and of my tran- 
quillity, by vifiting him youri'elf, and faith- 
fully informing me of the ftate in which you 
found him, during the violent fever with 
which he was attacked. He has written me 
a Ihoft letter, which has given me a heart- 
ake, by its brevity. I entreat you to fpare 
me in nothing that can contribute in the leaft 
to his affiftance; I cannot explain to you 
what will be my anxiety, till the next poll. 
Though your kind letter gives great hopes, yet 
you know, by experience, what are the emo- 
tions of the heart, for the danger of a brother. 

Vienna, Sept. 10, 1759, 

LET- 
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UTTER VI, 

TO THE SAME. 

I w ANf exprellions to delcribe to you, 
my dear and worthy friend, the tendernels 
and gratitude with which I feel myfelf at- 
tached to you. The care which you take, 
not only of my brother’s health, but of my 
eafe of mind, furpafles all bounds; and that, 
not merely in the firft letter concerning the 
dreadful malady, but the fecond, written by 
another hand. God preferve you for the 
confolation of your friends, and the honour 
of humanity, which has not many fuch to 
boaft. You have encouraged me to hope 
the belt, and it is from your kindnefs that I 
can expedt tranquillity. Pray thank my lif- 
ter, who, according to your account, has 
diftinguiflied herfelf by the exercife of her 
duty upon this occalion. Oh, my dear 
friend, if I could but exprefs what my heart 
feels for you ! But do you, who are capa- 
ble of fuch adlions, judge of their effedts, 
and believe me, while I have exigence, &c. 

P. S. Pray give me credit for whatever 
fnay be wanting on account of my brother’s 

illnefs, 
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illnefs, in cafe the expence fhould exceed the 
effects which I had in your hands. 

Vienna, Sep. 13, 1759* 



LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

All my expe&ations of letters from Rome 
have failed me to-day ; imagine therefore, 
my dear friend, what agitation my mind 
muft fuffer, already trembling with doubt 
for my brother’s fafety. I know the excel- 
lency of my dear Sig, Argenvilliers’ heart, 
by a thoufand proofs ; fo that l cannot ima- 
gine it poflible for you to negleft me at fuch 
a critical moment. But affe&ion, always 
timid and fufpicious, fuggefts to me that you 
have perhaps been filent through prudence ; 
or, through delicacy, have inclofed your letter 
to lome other perfon, who may prepare me 
tor the event. Forgive, my moft excellent 
friend, thele human doubts. I do not try 
to fupprefs humanity, and confefs, that I 
have at prefent no power over my affliftion. 
But here comes another fervant, who fays 
that the Roman letters are not yet arrived. 



i. 
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£o that I return to the hope, with which 
your laft kind letter infpired me, of better 
tidings. I (hall leave this open as long as 
poffible, and, in the mean time, embrace you 
with that refpedlful efteem, which fo dear 
and worthy a friend merits. Addio. 

P. S. The letters from Rome of the 5th 
inftant, are at laft; arrived, as I have feen 
Several in the hands of friends to whom they 
Were addrefled ; but there are none for me ! 

I know not what to think, and therefore 
•relapfe into my former agitation.” 

Vienna, Sep. 17, 1759. 

His brother, however, recovered of this 
indifpofition, as. we find by a letter to the 
lame correfpondent, written three days after 
{he above. 

“ I beg your pardon, my moft admirable 
friend, for the inquietude which my pre. 
ceding letter muft have occasioned. This 
inftant two of your letters are brought to me, 
one written on the 5th, and another on the 
8th of the prefont month, I know not by 
what accident the firft was delayed, which, 
by not being delivered on Sunday, fet me 
upon making cruel almanacs. Thank God 
for deigning to extend his mercy to us all ; 

and 
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and thank you for the numerous demonftra- 1 
tions you have given, of the temper of your 
own mind.” 

After fifty-two years abfence from Rome* 
Metaftafio feems to have furvived all his re- 
lations and juvenile friends, and to have 
made a juft and equitable will in favour of 
the Martinetz family, with whom having 
conftantly refided in tranquillity and com- 
fort, to make them his heirs was a laudable 
manifeftation of his friendihip and gratitude. 
His benevolence and fallibility have never 
been called in queftion by his countrymen, 
who, on the contrary, have extolled thefe 
qualities in him, even more than his genius 
for poetry. 

And now having fpoken of his birth* 
adoption, education, firft poetical produc- 
tions, attachment to a female friend, afflic- 
tion for her lols, and affection for his family* 
we (hall proceed in the next feftion to his 
writings, in chronological order, and con-, 
lider him more particularly as a Lyric Poet 
and a Critic. 



END OF THE THIRD SECTION. 

SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 

The year 1 733 feems to have been ex- 
tremely fertile in the Parnaffian territories 
of our bard. Not only the opera of O/im- 
fiade, and Demofoonte , with the oratorio of 
Giufeppe riconofciuto , but his charming can- 
zonet, La Liberia, were productions of 
this year. This celebrated canzonet : 
Grazie agl'inganni tuoi , was fet by the bard 
himfelf, to an air of which Cocchi, when he 
was in England thirty years ago, furni/hed 
me with a copy. And as Metaftafio con- 
ferred to me at Vienna, that he was the au- 
thor of this air, I thall prefent it to mv 
mufical readers, as a curiolity. For though* 
it has been fet as a Venetian Ballad, a Can- 
zonet, a Duo, and a Cantata, by fo many 
great compofers, to much more elaborate 
and fanciful mufic than this ; yet Metaftalio’s 
melody, which has been compofcd more 
than fifty years, has Bill its merit; and, 
compared with airs of the fame period and 
kind, will be found fuperior to mod: of them 
in elegant fimplicity. 






La 
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La Liberta, a Nice. Canzonetta. 



Parole e Mujtca di Metaftafio. 







vol-ui, non fog-no 



•vol-ta, non fog-no 



Non fig- no jxrf-ta volla, 



qnrf-ta 



Sen -to da' lac-ci fuoi, fen- to cbe falmab folia-. 



Sen-to da' lac-ci fuoi, fen-to ebe I'aln.ac fdolta ; 



li •• ber - la, Non fig-no It - - her - la. 



li - - ber - id, Non fig -no U - - ber - ta 



TO MET AST ASIO S OWN MUSIC. 



Nifa, thy pow’r is flown, 

I thank thee for my cure ; 
The gods have mercy (hewn, 
Thy tricks no more allure. 



From all thy chains I feel 
My foul, at length, is free ; 
No dream I now reveal, 

1 wake to liberty. 



VOL. I. 
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II. 

Mart co l* antico ardore , 

E Jon tranquillo a frgno, 

Cbc in trie non trova fdrgno 
Per mafcbcra'Ji amor. 

Non cangio piit color r, 

guan.b il tuo nomc afcoVo ; 
Sty.™ Jo ti miro in v olio , 

Pm w* #7/ batic it cor. 

III. 

Segno, ma te non miro 
Sempre ne* fogni mici y 
Mt defto , c tie non fei 
II primo mio pen fur. 

Ltcngi da tc tnaggiroy 
Senza bramarti mat ; 

Son tcco , c non mi fai , 

:NV /c'/.'fl, nc placer. 

IV. 

Di tua betta ragioKOy 
Ne intenerir mi Junto \ 

I torti mici ramento , 

E non mi Jo fdegnar. 

Confujo piu non June, 

&uando mi vierti apprejfo \ 

Col mio rrva/e tjhjfo 
PoJJb di te par lar. 

V. 

Volgimi il guca do altera, 

Parlami in volto itmano ; 

II tuo difprezxo c vanof 
t> vano il tuo favor ; 

Che piit V uf at o imptro 
Quei labbri in me non banno j 
<S Igcgli occbi piu non fanno, 

La via di qucjlo cor • 



All former ardor’s fled. 

Which petulance could move y 
And that difdain is dead, 

Which maths itfelf in love. 

Nor does my colour change, 
Whoe’er thy name repeats ; 
When o’er thy face I range. 

My heart no longer beats. 

In dreams thon’rt now forgot. 
And cad on Lethe’s brink ; 

And when 1 wake, thou’rt not 
The firft on whom I think. 

To diftant climes I fleer. 

Nor inifs thee day or night ; 

Nor clod thou, when thou’rt near. 
Or p;»in, or joy excite. 

Of all thy charms I now 
Can calmly think and fpeak, 

Can trace each broken vow, 

Nor means of vengeance feck* 
Confus’d no- more 1 feem 
Whene’er I fee thee near ; 

And fhouldil thou be the theme 
Can rivals patient hear. 

Now if thou angry look. 

Or love and kindnefs feign ; 

F rowns undifturb’d I brook, 

And feci thy favour vain. 

Thofe lips, Itowevcr kind, 

Have loft their magic art ; 

Nor can thine eyes now find 
The palTage to my heart. 
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VI 

Quel, cbe or maUeita, o Jpiacc, 

Sc lieto , o mefio o r forte, 

Cia non i pii tuo done, 

Gia coipa tuo non e j 

Cbe frma It mi pi ace 
Lafeha, il colie, i l prole-, 

Ogni figgiorno ingraio 
M anneja oncer con te. 

VII 

Odi s'io fonjincero ; 

Ancor mi fembra hello. 

Mo non mi fembri juella, 

Cbe paragon non ha. 

E (non t'offenda il veto) 
ffel tuo leggiadro a/petto 
Or vedo alcwt difetto, 

Cbe mi pared belli. 

vin 

guando lo fired fpezzai, 

( Confejfo il rmo r (fibre) 

Spcxxar m intefi il core, 

Mi parve di morir. 

Mo per ujar di guai. 

Per non vederfi opprejjo, 

Per racjtdfiar fefirfib 
Tutto ft pub Jojfrrr. 

IX 

Net vijeo, in cut tawenne 
SuelT augellin talora, 

Lafcia le penne ancora, 

Ma torna in liberti. 

Poi le perdute penne 
llpocbi di r inn cm a, 

Cauto drvien per prove, 

HI pin trade /i fa. 



What pain or plcafute ghreS, 
What joy or forrow brings. 

From thee no good receives. 

From thee no evil fprings. , 
Without thee, I delight 
In woods and flow’ry meads ; 
And with thee, hate the fight 
Of barren fields and weeds. 

Nor does thy face, though fahr. 
At prefent fo excel. 

That I could fafely fwear 
It has no parallel. 

And let not truth offend, 

Should I to think incline 
Some features I could mend, 
Which once I thought divine. 

When firft I drew the dart 
(With lhamc my cheek’s on fine) 
Such torture tore my heart, 

I thought I fhould expire. 

But to relieve fuch pain. 

To fly oppreffion’s fphere. 

And fway o’er felf to gain. 

What fuffering’s too fever# ? 

When caught in vifeous Chare 
A bird, himfelf to free, 

Will fome few feathers (pare, 

To gain his liberty. 

But plumage will return ; 

Again he’ll mount the ikies ; 

Nor prudence has to learn. 

By fad experience wife. 

K t 
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So the non creek e/hnto 
It me t inrendio antiets, 
Berthe ft JpcJfo il diet, 
fercbi tacar not Jo. 

Stuel natter ale ijbnto, 

Hice, a parlor mi Jprona, 
Per cm ctafcun ragiena 
He’ rifib) cbe pttjlb. r .. • 



JPppo il crude! amenta, 
Harr a i paffati Jdegni ; 
DLfue frrite i Jegni, 
Mojha i l gamier cos), 
Mojha cost cotteuto, 
Schiavo cbe ufci di pena, 
La barbaca catena, 

. Cbe Jhafdnaruaun eft. 



Parlo, ma Jol parlando, 
Me Jbddisfar procure ; 
Parlo, ma nulla io euro 
Cbe tu mi prcjli fe. 
Parlo, ma non dimando 
Se approvi i drill mid t 
He fe tianquilla fei 
Hcl ragmar, di me. 



Io lafeio wt' incor.fianle : 

Tu perdi un cor Jineero 
Hon Jo di noi primiert, 

Cbi s'abbia a tonjolar. 

So cbe tut ft Jido amante 
Hon trover a pib Hice ; 

Cue :tn' ultra itgatMturjft 
H Joule a troyar , 



X. 

But Hill I know thou’It fayv 
My cure is not complete: 

As, though 'tis told each day, 
The talc I flili repeat. 

My inftinft is the lame 
As that of men who roam, 
i. And with delight proclaim 
The dangers they’ve o’crcomc. 

XI. 

Thus foldiers when return’d 
Viftorious from a war, 

Tell how they laurels earn’d, 
And proudly lhew each fear. 

And thus the galley-flave 
Releas’d from cruel chains. 

On (hackles ft ill will rave 
And lhew their deep remain!. 

XII. 

Of liberty I fpeak 
To pleafe myfelf alone, 

But not thy peace to break 
Or to difplay my own. 

I fpeak, nor a(k if now 
My rcas’ning pleafes thee ; 

Nor care if calmly thou 
Canfi bear to fpeak of me. 

XIII. 

1 quit a fickle fair, 

Thou’It lofc a heart that’s true ; 
Nor do I know or care 
Who moft has caufe to rue. 

But this I know, a Twain 
So true will ne’er be found ; 

But females falfe and vain 
Throughout th^tvorld abound. 

There 



i 

i 





There are two tranflations of this cele- 
brated canzonet in Dodfley’s Collection of 
Poems ; feveral in French ; and among the 
reft, one by Rouffeau, which he fet himfelf, 
three feveral times, to airs which are en- 
graved in the pofthumous colledtiou of his 
longs. But among all the verfions that I 
have feen, no one feems to have been at- 
tempted in the fame meafure as the original, 
or that can be applied to the mufic of any 
one of the compofers by whom it has been fet. 

For the fake therefore of Metaftafio’s me- 
lody, this Englifti tranflation, totidem verbis , 
has been attempted. Indeed the double 
Rhymes are ftill wanting for the Mufic, and 
the exa££ fimilitude of the numbers ; but it 
feems hardly poftible to find fo many tolerable 
double Rhymes in our language as would be 
neceftary, without degrading the verfe into 
doggerel : as fix out of eight lines in every ftan- 
za of the original, end with a diflyllabic word. 

The Imperial Laureate’s works were now 
fufficiently eonfiderable to intereft the book- 
fellers throughout Italy ; they had already 
been colledted and publilhed at Rome and 
Naples, but in an incorreft and inelegant 
manner. Bcttinelli , an eminent printer at 

k 3 V enice, 
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Venice, opened a correfpondence with Mo, 
tadalio upon this fubjefl, in 1732, loliciting 
his advice and adidance in preparing a new 
impreifion. Befides fmaller pieces, and three 
oratorios, his great operas amounted now to 
twelve. Metadafio’s anfwers to the letters; 
of Bettinelli have been preferved and inferted 
in the late collection, though mod readers 

I 0 

will, perhaps, think that they might have 
been fupprefled without injury to the public 
intered, or the author’s fame. And yet, 
the prole of Metadalio is fo pure, clear, 
ealy, and elegant, that the mod: Ihort and 
unimportant of his letters are precious for 
the dyle, however unintereding may be the 
fubjeCts which produced them. 

Dr. Johnfon ufed to fay, that the book- 
fellers were an author’s bed patrons ; and 
Metadalio, though he had an Emperor for 
his protestor, feems to have treated Bettinelli 
with that confideration which he thought 
due to a benefaCtor. And, perhaps, no book- 
feller was addrelTed with more politenels by 
an author fo high in dation and public fa- 
vour, lince the invention of the prefs. 

If, therefore, thefe letters to Betinelli had 
no other merit than their urbanity, they may- 
have their ufe, as models of good breeding 

between 
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between perfons, who, regarding each other 
■with mutual jealouiy, are fufceptible of all 
the irritability which that pafiion is apt to 
excite, in what ever form it ailumes. 



L E T T E R I. 

TO SIG. JOSEPH BETINELLI. 

SIR, 

After returning you due thanks for the 
tmdelerved confidence which you are pleafed 
to manifeft in the merit of my works, as well 
- as for your obliging attention in communi- 
cating to me your plan, previous to its exe- 
cution, I am bound in gratitude to difiuade 
you from the projected enterprife. My rea- 
fons are, that being at prefent in want of 
fufficient leifure to arrange and revife pro- 
ductions, which formerly with much impe- 
tuofity rather flew than came from my 
hands, they could make but an inconfider- 
able milcellany of things dllapproved by 
myfelf, and to which, for the mod part, the 
laft polith is wanting. And if fuch an 
edition would fuffice, you have been antici- 
pated by Sig. Pietro Leoni, the bookleller at 
Rome, who has already printed a collection 
of all -my poetry, to my own great lorrow, 

k 4 without 
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without conlidering the obje&ions juft men* 
tioncd. If, however, you have no repug- 
nance to fufpend the execution of your plan 
for a fhort time, I ftiould with to collect, 
revife, and arrange all my poetical compo- 
fitions ; to write a treatife on the Italian 
drama, for which I have all the material? 
ready, and then publifti a neat edition, in 
which we might mutually affift each other, 
But for fuch an undertaking, leifure (a fcarce 
commodity with me at prefent) will be ne- 
ceflary. 

However, by working a little at a time* 
during the intervals of my ufual employment* 
I fhould not defpair of accomplilhing fuch a 
defign. Allure yourfelf that I (hall be much 
at your fervice, and that I am, with a due 
fenfe of my obligations to you, &c. 

Vienna, June 14, 1732. 



- LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

It mortifies me extremely, not to be able 
to anfwer your moft obliging lolicitations, 
with that promptitude which they deferve, 
But my occupations at this court are fo in- 
cefiant, that 1 can procure no leifure for 

finilhing 
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fiiiifhmg what I planned in Italy : hence, tho 
treatile I mentioned to you before, ftill re- 
mains in the lame ftate ; and what is yet 
leis promiling, I lee no likelihood of enjoy- 
ing the neceffary tranquillity for making it 
fit for the public eye. 

But this does not appear to me an objec- 
tion fufficient to prevent your preparing the 
impreffion of my dramatic works, which 
you had in meditation. I am however lo 
little perfuaded of their merit, that I Ihould 
never have dared to advife fuch an under- 
taking ; and indeed you may remember that 
I took fome pains to difcourage it, by fug- 
gefting to you the difficulties which, in my 
opinion, you would have to encounter, and 
particularly thofe arifing from the Roman 
edition. But if you perfift in your relblu- 
fion, and will relinquilh the idea of waiting 
for the treatife, I can offer you no better 
fervice, than that of furnilhing you with co- 
pies of thofe impreffions of my dramas 
which were printed under my own eye, and 
correcting fuch errors as had efcaped me and 
Others before. 

For this purpofe, I have already given 
commiffion in Italy for collecting the opera 
hooks, which lhall be lent to you as loon as 

poffible. 
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poffible. In the mean time, I ffiould be 
glad to be informed of the fize, paper, and 
chara&er, in which this new edition is to be 
executed ; the beauty and corre&nefs of 
which, and a moderate number of copies, 
are all the rewards I propofe to myfelf, for 
the trouble and inconvenience which I ana 
willing to undertake. 

Vienna, Feb. 28, 1733. 



LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. 

As foon as I had anfwered your laft letter, 
I wrote to my brother Leopoldo Metajiajio, at 
Rome, to ule his utmoft endeavours to find, 
for your ufe, all my poetical compofitions ; 
tranlinitting to him, at the fame time, a 
paper of inftru&ions for their arrangement, 
to be conveyed to you by any perfon whom 
you ffiould appoint to receive them. But 
this is not the greateft difficulty. It is ne- 
cellary for you to be informed, that the fuc- 
celfors of Baglioni and Carlo Buon-arrigo, 
propofe a fimilar plan. And without con- 
lulting me, have procured at Rome, copies 
of all my writings that have been hitherto 

publilhed. 
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publifhed. Now as I have no inedited work 
ready for publication, I cannot intimidate 
them by promifmg a more ample edition. 
You will make fome ufe of this intelligence, 
I hope, which I communicate to you in ho- 
nour, that you may avoid an expence, which, 
in all probability, will not turn out to your 
advantage. If, however, you /till perfift in 
your plan, you may depend on every a/fift- 
ance in my power to render it perfe# ; and, 
when completed, if you honour me with a 
few copies, I /hall regard them as a free gift, 
and a teftimony of your generofity and re- 
§ ar< ^t Vienna, April 18, 1733. 



As this is the firft edition of the works of 
Metaftafio, in which the poet interefted 
him/elf, we /hall not wholly quit his cor- 
refpondence with Betinelli, till its publica- 
tion. After two other letters on the fubjeft, 
Jie fays in a third ; 



LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have this morning received informa- 
tion from Naples, that Riccardi, the printer, 

has 
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has either finifhed, or will finifli in a fhort 
time, a new imprefTion of all my works that 
have been hitherto publifhed ; but in lb con- • 
fufed, carelefs, and milerable a manner, that 
my friends at Naples, who are numerous, 
are extremely offended. * I fhall immediately 
write to different perfons there, and defire 
them to inform the public of the neat edition 
which you are now printing, and of which 
you would do well to tranfmit thither a 
fpecimen. The inedited opera, at leail, - 
cannot be in the other edition, and there 
are many circumftances which will render 
yours infinitely fuperior. 

Vienna, July 11, 1 7 33 - 



LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have received a copy of the addrefs to 
the public, in the propolals for a fubferip- 
tion, and fhall make ule of it. It is very 
well written, though with great partiality 
for me. It would give me pleafure to be 
informed who drew it up. I now fend you 
Ezio , corredfied by a friend, and next week, 
fhall forward to you a new opera. You 

muff 
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muft not forget to fend copies of your pro- 
pofals to Rome and Naples, before the Nea- 
politan edition is further difperfed. 

Auguft aa, 1733. 

40 ‘ ^ 

Betinelli, about this time, feems to have 
loft a little ground in the favour of Metafta- 
(io, by haftily and carelefsly printing Didonc 
from an incorreCl copy ; and by the impe- 
tuofity with which the fheets of the new 
edition of his entire works, were work- 
ing off. 

“ Your fcrupulous punftuality with the 
public,” fays he, “ like other exceffes, coun- 
teracts itfelf : for by too much hafte, you will 
do the public little good, and me lefs. 

In your hurry, you have already forgot a 
correction which I lent you long fince, with 
carneft entreaties that it might be attended to, 
and with which you promifed to comply. 

You know that all the world is in the prac- 
tice of commerce, and mutually exchanging 
what they can fpare, for what they want. 
You are bound to have the fame regard for 
my honour , as I am bound to have for your 
iriterejl. But I hope you will forgive my, 
fiucerity, if I fay that, hitherto, it feems as 
4 if 
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if you had neglefled this rule in our corres- 
pondence, though the difinterefted manner 
with which I treated you* certainly merited 
fome return of attention. 

“ Notwithstanding this caufe of com-* 
plaint, on Saturday I Shall fend you Catone t 
corre&ed, with an almoft total change of the 
third aft, which you will print both ways, 
to dillinguiSh your edition from all others. 
From this time, I Shall every week fend you 
fomething ready for the compofitor, if you 
will but have patience ; which, however, 
1 little expeft. 

“ I beg you to let me have as foon as pof- 
fible, two copies of the firSt volume, with a 
print on good paper, to prefent to my Auguft 
Patrons. 

“ Excufe the poetical franknefs with which 
I have written, and believe me equally" 
fincere in offering you my bed; Services.” 

In November, he fays : “ I now fend you 
another opera, which Xvill be the laft ; as, 
with this, we Shall conclude the colledtion 
of operas, and begin to print the other 
pieces. It does not feem to me, as if there 
would be materials fufficient for another 
volume, unlefs, contrary to my inclination, 
you print the compofitions of my early and 

inexpe- 
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inexperienced youth, which I have long dis- 
approved. You mull explain yourfelf clear- 
ly on this fubje£t, that I may take my mea- 
fures accordingly. 

“ I thank you for the copies which you 
have fent me bound, for their Imperial Ma- 
jefties, and I hope, when I have time to 
examine them, that I fhall ftill find new 
caufe for thanks.” 

In the next letter, he tells Betinelli, that 
he had read the proof-fheets of thefe dra- 
matic pieces, and found fo little to correct, 
that it feemed a ufelels expence of portage, 
to fend them back. Of three of thefe dra- 
mas, he gives the following account. 

La Canttfa de Numi, 

“ The contention of the Gods,” 

Was fet by Vinci, and performed at 
Rome, in the Palace of Cardinal Poliafnac, 
the French AmbafTador, on the birth of the 
Dauphin, 1729. 

Enea nell ’ Eltji, 

“ ./Eneas in the Elyfian Fields, or 

The Temple of Eternity,” 

Set by Fouchs, was fung in the Garden of 
the Imperial Palace, called the Favourite , 
in celebration of the Emperor’s birth-day, 
1 73 I * 

L'Jfilt 
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V Afilo <f Amort 
“ The Afylum of Love.'* 

This dramatic entertainment, fet by CaU 
dara, was reprelentedfat Lintz, Auguft 28th, 
1732, in celebration of the birth-day of the 
Emprels, who was prefent at the perform- 
ance. 

For the orthography, he advifes the cor- 
reftor of the prefs, to follow that of Faccio- 
lati, printed for the ufe of the Seminary, at 
Padua, which he likes better than any other. 

All Metaftafio’s opinions in literature, feem 
worth recording. 

“ Next week, (he lays,) I fhall fend you 
my Oratorios, which now amount to five. 
Thefe have been colledted into a volume at 
Vienna; but are fo ill-printed, that I am 
alhamed to prefent them to my Auguft 
Patron.” 

This edition was not finilhed till 1 734. 

It was terminated by the following pieces, 
which made a feventh volume, 

Angelica , a Serenata, written at Naples, 
1722. La Morte di Cat one, a Poem in % 
Terza Rima , not intended for mufic. 

L' Origine delle Legge; the fame. 

“ Thefe compofitions, lays Metaftafio, 
are, in my opinion, fo feeble, that I have 

not 
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not had courage to re-perufc them, through 
the dread of the pain it would give me to 
recoiled that they were going to be laid be- 
fore the public, who, in reading them, will 
not always remember, in my excufe, the 
time of life in which they were written.” 
He conflantly recommended to every fub- 
fequent Editor of his works, to place thele 
Poems, in a feparate, and lafl volume. 

The Poet feems to have been much 
pleafed, in general, with Bettnelli’s atten- 
tion, while this edition was printing; and 
fays in a letter to him, dated April ioth, 1734. 
“ I have received the lafl fheet of the third 
volume, and return you due thanks, not 
only for that, but for the grateful and oblig- 
ing fentiments, which, by magnifying the 
little that I have contributed towards the 
new impreffion, you have been pleafed to 
exprefs. 

“ Indeed you have now made me fo much 
wifh to merit the praifes which you bellow, 
that I bes: vou will afford me fome further 
opportunity of obeying your commands. 

“ I fend you the laft Oratorio, which I have 
W'ritten fe). This, of all my facred dramas, 

(<r) This muft have been Bctulia liberals , which was 
fet by Reutter , for the Imperial Chapel, in 1734. 

VOL. I. L IS 
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is that with which I am the leaft difplcafed. 
I tranfmit a copy of it to you, that you may 
difpofe of it in l'uch a manner as fhall be 
moft ufeful to you.” 

This imprelfion muft have had a very 
rapid fale, as we find Metaftafio in correfpon- 
dence with the fame publisher, in Julyof the 
fame year, on the fubjeft of another edition. 

“ I return you my fincere thanks, for the 
obliging attention with which you are 
pleaied to treat me, in advertifing me of 
your intended new edition of my works ; 
and I wilh it the fame fate with the preced- 
ing, as a reward for your folicitude and care. 
I cannot but approve of your intention, 
having already had fuch proofs of your 
prudence, as incline me to think that you 
have well weighed all circumftances previous 
to the undertaking.” 

A few days after this was written, Me- 
taftalio fent Betinelli the following letter 
of thanks, for a pamphlet which he had 
tranfmitted to him, in which his Opera of 
Demofoonte , was very feverely treated. 



LET- 
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LETTER VI. 

TO SIGNOR BETINELLI, 

How much am I obliged to you, fof 
the care which you have kindly taken in 
tranlmitting to me the learned reflections on 
my Demofoonte. If I had leifure to reply, 
the chief part of my anfwer would confift 
of lentiments of gratitude to the writer : lb 
much higher does he think of my labours 
than I do.myfelf. 

I have run it through haftily, between 
the time of receiving and anfwering it ; but 
I (hall frequently repeat the perulal, no lets 
for the difeovery of my faults, than the im- 
provement of my ftyle. Oh, what i nil ruc- 
tion Ihould I not receive, if the author would 
publilh the Tragedy which he promifes ! 
From the ftudy of its perfections, I might 
more clearly fee my own errors, even thole 
which he has negleCted to fpecify ; thinking 
it fufficient to inform his readers, that fuch 
exifted, and contenting himfelf with exam- 
plary charity, to allow, that I had purpofely 
admitted many of the irregularities with 
which the piece abounds. 

x. 2 The 

* 
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The parts of the pamphlet that you 
have fent me, in which the author defcends 
to particulars, contain reflections on the in- 
confiftency of the characters of Timanthes , ail'd 
Creufa , and a parallel between Signor Apof- 
tolo Zeno and myfelf. As to the firft, per- 
haps he is right ; though I believe, that a 
perfon may aCt differently in different fixa- 
tions, without inconfiftency of character. 

\ Timantbes , is a valiant young man, fubjeCt 
to the emotions of youth, though naturally 
reafonable, and furnithed by education with 
maxims fuitable to pcrlbns of his rank. 
When affaulted by paflion, he is impetuous, 
violent, and incontiderate. But when he 
has time to refleCt, or any objeCt prefent, re- 
minds him of his duty, he is juft, moderate, 
and rational. And in the whole courfe of 
the drama, that contraft always appears, 
which arifes either from the conflicting ope- 
rations of the mind and heart, or of impe- 
tuofity and reafon. Thus Talfo has drawn 
Rinaldo. When paflion tranlports him, he 
fays of Godfrey : 

t'cnga egli, o manrli : io terra fevmo ll picde : 
Giudiccjian tra noi la ftrte , i Carme : 

Ftra tragcdla el vital, cbe s'apprefenti , 

Per lor diptrto , alle nemiche gcnti. 

. ' Then 
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Then let him come, 1 here fljall firm abide, 

And arms and fate between us (hall decide : 

Soon (hall our ftrife in fanguine torrents flow, 

A profpect grateful to the gazing foe ! 

Htole's Tranjl, of Taj/}. 

But when he has time to refleCt, in cool 
blood, he lays to the fame Godfrey : 

E s'io n ojfiji tc, ben difeonforto 

Ni fentii pofeia , e penitenza al cuore ; 

Or vengo a' tuoi richiami , ed tgni imtnda 
San pronto a far , che grata a tt mi renda * 

Too late convinc’d, the rafh offence I own ; 

And deep contrition fince my foul has known, 

By thee recall’d, I feek the camp again; 

And may my future deeds thy grace obtain. 

Hoole. 

The fame rule, in different proportion, has 
been obferved in the character of Creufa ; 
a Princefs wholly governed by the vanity of 
high rank and beauty. Offended by Timdn - 
thes, unexpectedly, in both, without a mo- 
ment’s time for reflection, the breaks out into 
a defire of vengeance; but after the firft 
emotion, the not only gives it up, but dif- 
covers it to be ill-founded, and is impelled 
by her reafon, as in juftice the ought to be, 
to pity the very perfon, whom her revenge 
was purfuing. 

i, 3 This 
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This does not appear to me, inconliltency 
of character, but diverfity of fituation, with- 
out which, every character would be infipid 
and improbable. What man is always calm 
and reafonable, or agitated, and violent? 
The firft would be a divinjty, the fecond a 
wild beaft. From the contrail of thele two 
univerfal principles, reafon and paffion, arileg 
the diverfity in the characters of men, aj 
each of thefe,' or both prevail. 

And this concurrence of different prin- 
ciples in the fame perfon, reconciles th$ 
valour of ./Eneas with the tears he lo fre- 
quently Iheds j the tranfports of Dido, with 
the good fenfe of a foundrefs of an Empire j 
and juftify Orlando, 

Che per amor venue in furore , e mat to, 

D' uem, the f faggio era Jlimato prima. 

« Who once the flower of arms, and wifdom’s boaft. 

By fatal love his manly fenfes loft.” 

Hoole's Ariofio. 

But lhall I communicate to you an idea 
that has llruck me ? I believe the very learned 
author of the reflections, does not think pre- 
cifely as he writes. I fuppofe him to be 
rather a man of pleafantry, who, in order to 
amufe himfelf, tries to foment a poetical 
quarrel between Signor Zeno and me, for 
4 the 
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the diverfion of being himfelf a ipe&ator of 
our comedy. - The parallel, which is the 
fecond, but principal part of his letter, is 
jnanifeftly written with -that intention. 

But in this particular, I do not find my- 
felf at all difpofed to gratify him. I feel the 
greateft efteem and relpe£t for the worthy 
Signor Zeno ; and I know that he returns 
my regard with equal friendlhip. Therefore 
allure every one who fpeaks to you on the 
fubjeft, that I fay no lefs myfelf of our dear 
Apoftolo, than the author of thefe confide- 
rations has written of him ; and that, proud 
of having been thought a fit fubjeft of fuch 
a parallel, I moll readily join on his fide. 

I know not w'hence the report that my 
Oratorio of Gioas, was in imminent danger 
of fuppreffion, could have arifen. It was 
re-printed at Rome, and no one ever wrote 
me word, that' there was any thing in it 
that gave offence ; nor can I conceive what 
it could be, unlefs fome paffage had been tor- 
tured with malignity, into a fenfe that was 
never intended by the writer : and in that 
cafe the Evangelifts themfelves are not fafe 
from herefy. I fee not the leaft foundation 
for this report ; and therefore cannot dil- 
eover why you Ihould hefitate inferting in 

L 4 your 



^Digitized by Google 



1 



( I 5 2 ) 

your edition of my works, one of the lead 
imperfeCt of my labours. 

I never wrote a fatire in my life, nor 
ever will write one. I deteft this kind of 
compofition, and am fo ill furnilhed with 
the requilite bile and malice for fuch pro- 
ductions, that if I attempted them, they 
would never be read. You may therefore 
fafelv lav, that whoever afcribes anv fuch 
writings to me, is guilty of an atrocious 

falfehood. 

\ 

In other refpeCts, my ftyle has its peculiar 
character, and intelligent readers will not 
be eafily deceived. 

If you have a mind to give my opinion of 
the reflections on Demofoonte , which you 
have fent me, you may do it freely ; but 
there will be an end of our friendlhip, if 
this letter, or a copy of it, Ihould ever be 
publilhed in any manner whatever. 

I know not what I have written in this 
hafty manner ; and I have other cogent rea- 
fons for not wilhing to know. 

I beg to have the original, or a copy, of 
this letter returned, as I have no time for 
tranl'cription. 

Vienna, July 23, 1734. 

Our 
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OurLaureat’scmployments at the Imperial 
Court, for the Carnival of 1734, are record- 
ed in his familiar letters to an intimate friend 
at Rome, who had fent him an account of 
the theatrical preparations in that city, for 
the fame Carnival. 



LETTER VII. 

TO SIGNOR GIUSEPPE PERONI. 

In fpite of the very moderate preparations 
for the performance of my two Operas at 
Rome, the mere mention of our theatres, 
brings inftantly to view our wafpifh and 
bufy little Abate , the contention of fingers, 
the ardor of faction, the variety of opinions, 
and the univerfal buftle of the fealbn. It 
makes me as reftlefs as a Barbary -horfe, juft 
going to ftart, And if public circumftances 
could give way to private, I fhould certainly 
have obtained permifllon this year to have 
breathed for a Ihort time paternal air, and 
to walh off in the Tyber, the ruft and im- 
purities with which I am infenfibly covered 
by the conftant frnoke of thele ftoves ; but 
as that happinefs is at prefcnt impoffiblc, I 
3 rauft 
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jnuft accommbdate myfclf to the world, fincc 
the world will not accommodate itfelf'to me. 
You are lufficiently ufed to theatrical con- 
flifls to remain a quiet fpc&ator on fuch oc- 
cafions. But I Ihould wilh that Bulgarini, 
would keep away, left his zeal fhould in- 
volve him in fome difagreeable fituation, in 
cafe my Operas fhould be unfortunate. But 
i propos to Roman news, I have received 
none by the laft poft, either from him or my 
brother ; and am unable to account for the 
failure. It certainly is not the fault of the 
poft, as I have had other letters from Rome. 
Knowing how conftantly I inform them by 
every poft of the ftate of my health, their 
want of pundhiality is the more ftrange, as 
their trouble, by my own confent, is alter- 
nate, and confequently lefs than mine, who. 
am alone. Remember, when you meet, to 
give them a fraternal remonftrance in my 
name, 

Vienna, Jan. 8, 1734.. 



LET. 
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BETTER VIII. 

TO THE SAME, 

Notwithstanding the extreme late ar-. 
rival of the poft, which allows me no time 
for anfwering, I fhall, at lead, by its return, 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter. 
You haye made me laugh at the minute de- 
feription of our Brunette, and I fancied my- 
felf prefent. 

I thank you for the circumftantial account 
which you have fent me, of the rehearfal of 
the Oltmpiade , and you will afford me equal 
pleafure by informing me truly of its recep- 
tion, what ever it may be. 

Y eilerday, I faw the Nina Caldara, fair 
as a jonquille, but not quite fo frefh. She, . 
as well as her mod corpulent lpoufe, fend 
^ou fahitation for falutation. 

• Vienna, Jan. 22, 1734. 



LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

At length I have time to write you a few 
lines. I have been fo bufy, during the Car- 
nival, as not to have a moment which I 
could call my own. Bcfides my ufual oc- 
cupations, I have been obliged, in the great- 

eft 
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eft hafte, to write an entertainment, which 
their Moft Serene Highncfles the Arch- 
dutchefles have performed in mufic ; and to 
inftrud, dired, and aftift them, which has 
folely abforbed all my time. 

But in truth, it is a pleafure which no 
other can equal, to have luch an opportu- 
nity of feeing and admiring the excellent 
qualities of thefe auguft Princdfes. I ftiould 
not elfe have believed it poftible to meet with 
fuch attention, docility, patience, and gra- 
titude. Oh, how many people, of the iix- 
teenth rank, have I known, who were not 
pofiefled of the thoufandth part of the cour- 
tely of thefe incomparable perfonages ! They 
have a&ed and fung like angels, and it was 
truly facrilege, that the whole world was not 
permitted to admire them ; for the feftival 
was extremely private, as none but the Vi- 
enna ladies of the higheft rank, were able 
to obtain admiflion, and even thefe were in 
malks. As a return for inftrudinsc their 

u 

Serene Highnefles, I was prefented with a 
gold lhufF-box, of about fourlcore Hungberi 
(near4ol.) in weight, but the workmanfhip 
is of much more value 

(f) This little dramatic poem was called Lc Graz/e 
Vtndicatc, fet by Caldara, and performed by the two Arch- 

dutcheffes. 



(f)' 
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I have given you this account, from well 
knowing how much you intereft yourfelf in 
what ever concerns me. 

My pleafure in the fuccefs of Demofoonte 
at Rome, would have been more perfect, if 
it had not been imbittered by the dilgrace 
of poor Ciampi (g), who, however, conlider- 
ing how much lentences of this kind depend 
upon fortune, lhould be no more affl idled at 
the ill fuccefs of his mufic, than I ought to 
be vain of the favourable reception of my 
poem. Theatrical matters are lubjedl to fo 
many accidents, that it would be an un- 
pardonable temerity to pretend to guard 
againft them all. 

Vienna, Feb. 26, 1 734 -- 



LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

The pleafure which you manifeft at the 
great fuccels of my Demofoonte, pleales 
me no lefs than the circumftance itfelf. I 
fee clearly that you exult as lincerely as if 

dutchcfles, Maria Terefa, afterwards Emprefs Queen, and 
her filler Marianna, with another Lady of the Court. 

(j-) This was not the Ciampi who came to England in 
1748, but a more corrcdt and malterly compofer. See 
Uift. Aluf. vol. iv. p. 538. 
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it were a produ&ion of your own ; and thfi 
intereft you take in my affairs is no lefs a 
proof of the fincerity of your friendfhip, 
than the goodnefs of your heart. I return, 
you my beft thanks, and allure you of a re- 
ciprocal regard. 

I am obliged to be fhort, as well as your- 
lelf; not in revenge, but in imitation of 
your prudence, and for want of the too 
common abilities of knowing how to fill a 
letter with nothing. 

Vienna, March 5, 1734. 

The grand opera for the Emperor’s birth- 
day, this year, was La Clemenza di TitOy 
fet by Caldara. This, as well as every 
preceding drama, written by Metaftafio, was 
foon brought on the ftage in the principal 
cities of Italy ; and was let by Leo, for Ve- 
nice, in 1735. 

It feems as if the character and court of 
the Emperor Charles VI. had diredled the 
mule of Metaftafio, to chufe a virtuous prince 
for the principal hero of mod of the mufical 
dramas that were reprefented in the Imperial 
Theatre. The Emperor was a religious 
Prince, and a rigid obferver of decorum 
himlelf, which confequently kept licentiouf- 

nefs 
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liefs at a diftance from his court. And the 
Poet, naturally a friend to virtue and mo- 
rality, feems to have gratified his own feel- 
ings, by conforming to the ferious fentiments 
of his Imperial Patron. 

In 1735, he produced the little opera 
called, Le Cineji , for three c ha rafters only, 
by command of the Emprefs Elizabeth, as 
an introduftion to a Chinefe Ba/et : it was 
afterwards performed, during the Carnival, 
in the apartments of the Imperial palace, to 
mulic by Reutter, by the two Archdutchcffes, 
Maria-Terefa, and Marianna, with a lady 
of the court (/>). 

II Palladio confervato was fet by Reutter, 
for the Emprefs Elizabeth’s birth-day, and 
performed by the two Archdutchefies. 

II Sogno di Scipione, written for the fortu- 
nate campaign of the Auftrians in Italy, was 
fet by Prediere , and performed in the Im- 
perial palace, for the birth-day of the Em- 
peror Charles VI. by order of the Emprefs 
Elizabeth. 

(h) This little Drama was revived in 1753, at the 
caftlc of the Prince of Saxen Hilburghausen, by 
profdTed muficians, for the entertainment of the Emperor 
Francis I. and the Emprefs Maria-Teresa, with 
an additional chara&er. 



The 
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The pieces written for the celebration of 
the birth-days of the Emperor and Emprefs, 
were a lpecies of birth-day odes, but always 
in a dramatic form, in which the praile was 
delicately dilguiled, in a fable or allegory. 

Our author was flill in correl'pondence 
with the printer Betinelli, who had been fb 
fuccefsful in publifhing his works, that he 
became importunate in his folicitations for 
every new produbtion that came from his 
pen. And hearing of a new opera for the 
Emperor’s birth-day this year, he prefled 
him for a copy, to add to his other works 
that were printed at Venice. To this lafh 
requeft Metaftafio wrote the following an- 
lwer. 



LETTER XI. 

£ 

TO SIGNOR BETINELLI. 

Though I am convinced that you do me 
great honour, whenever you are pleafed to 
alk for any of my compofitions, yet fo nu- 
merous are the folicitations which I receive, 
on every occafion of a new produblion, that 
being wholly unable to fatisfy them all, I 
find it molt expedient to comply with none. 
As it is :• f j inconvenient to be at my eafe 

and 
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and gain no friends, than to make enemies 
by trouble and fatigue. My dear Betinelli 
is fo reafonable, that he will not, I hope, 
difpute the re&itude, or at leaft, the conve- 
nience, of my fentence ; and, confequently, 
will not think I a£t injudicioufly, if I do not 
furnilh him with the drama he deftres. 

Of the pieces which I have written this 
year, none will be publilhed lo loon as we 
thought. That which I have juft fxniftied, 
will not be a£ted before St. Charles’s day 
(the 4th of Nov.) as the court is lately gone 
into mourning for the Prince of Bevern , 
coufin to the prefent Emprels ; fo that I 
can fay nothing pofitive on the fubjefh 

Vienna, OS. i, 1735. 

The opera to which he alludes, was 7 'be~ 
mijiocles , which, though let by Caldara, and. 
ready for reprefentation, was not exhibited 
till the Carnival of 1736. But while this 
was performing, Metaftalio had another talk 
afligned him, the difficulties of which he 
frequently related to his friends, many years 
after. 

In writing to Betinelli during this time, he 
fays : “ I fend to you, my ever obliging 
friend, a copy of the opera ( Achille in Sciro) 

vol. 1. M which 
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which I have been obliged to write for the 
nuptials of her moil l'ercne Highnefs, the 
Archdutchels Terefa, in eighteen days and a 
half. Three months, which I ufed to allow 
myfelf for writing an opera, were never 
fufficient to finilh it to my mind ; imagine 
whether it was poftible to fatisfy myfelf 
with this.” 

To his friend Perroni, he fends a more 
minute account of this precipitate drama. 

“ 1 fhall not give you a detail of the ce- 
lebration of the auguft nuptials here, lately, 
as they are defcribed in all the letters and 
news-papers of the time. I fhall only fay, 
that 1 never was fo embarraffed in my life, 
as on this occafion. I was commanded to 
write an opera in eighteen days and a half : 
a fhort fpace of time indeed ; for I never al- 
lowed myfelf lefs than three months for the 
fame kind of work ; and I ftill tremble at 
the talk, even though it is performed ; how- 
ever, it has anfw ered the purpofe ; and my 
moll auguft Mafter, as well as the new mar- 
ried couple, and all the court, allowing perhaps 
for the rilk I ran by luch precipitation, have 
Ihewn as much favour , to this Ipecies of 
abortion, as if it had been a regular birth. 
His Serene Highnefs the Duke of Lorrain, 

in' 
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in teftimony of approbation, has prefented 
me with a ring, formed of one brilliant, 
worth four or five hundred TJngheri , accord- 
ing to the opinion of the learned in fuch 
matters. This is a great mark of diftinc- 
tion, not only as it exceeds my merit, but 
becaufe none of my predeceflors ever re- 
ceived any particular gratification on limilar 
occafions (t). 

The admirable opera of Giro Riconofcouto, 
was a production of this period, and likewile 
let by Caldara. 

It feems as if 1737 had been a fabatical 
year, for our author and his mufe; for none 
of his poetical works bear that date, nor do 
any of his letters, of that period, appear in 
the collection. 

In 1738 he produced La pace fra la Virtu, 
e la Bellezza , a theatrical piece of one a6t, 
fet by Prediere, for the name-day of the 
Archdutchefs Maria Terefa, afterwards Em- 
prefs Queen ; and II Parnafo accufato, e di- 
fefo, which was fet by Reutter , and per- 
formed by the two Archdutchelles. Thele 

(*) The Poet related to the author of thefe memoirs, 
at Vienna, in 1772, his diftrefs, and the manner in which 
he extricated himfelf on this occafion. See Preftnt State 
»f Mufic in Germany , &c. vol. i. Art. Vienna. 

m 2 and 
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and many other occafional dramas, though 
elegantly written, have not been of that ge- 
neral ufe in other parts of Europe, which 
fell to the lot of moll of his operas, for want 
of more length and charadters. The fame 
of our author having, however, by this 
time, been extended to every part of the 
globe, where the Italian language and poetry 
were underflood, could not fail penetrating 
to the city of AJjifi ; the birth-place of his 
father. And we find among the letters of 
Metaflafio, written this year, the two fol- 
lowing, which will explain themfelves. 



LETTER XII. 

TO THE MAGISTRATES OF ASSISI. 

I shai.l not undertake to exprefs to you, 
my illuftrious countrymen (/ k ), the effedt 
which your mod flattering letter has had on 
my heart, in which you have been pleated 
to inform me that I have been admitted to the 

(k) Metaflafio, though born at Rome, calls the inha- 
bitants of Affifi his countrymen ; not only, perhaps, from 
its being the birth-place of his anceftors, but likewife, a 
city belonging to the Roman State. 



rank 
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rank of nobility among your citizens. The 
intrinfic value of fo precious a gift, the un- 
folicited liberality with which it has been 
bellowed, the' public attention in notifying 
it, the aflurance of my being unanimoufly 
honoured with your approbation, are fuch 
motives of latisfaCtion, gratitude, lenfibility, 
and, let me add, of lhame for my unwor- 
thinefs, as have imprefled me with emotions 
that are utterly out of my power to delcribe. 
Would to heaven my merit may ever be 
fuch as Ihall fufficiently apologiie to poller 
rity for your partiality ! It will, at leaft, 
be an honourable and powerful ftimulus to 
that defire of fame, which I have hitherto 
cherilhed ; and render me doubly ambitious, 
that the memory of my gratitude may not 
be extinguilhed, even with my life. 

Vienna, Nov. 22, 1738* 



LETTER XIII. 

TO SIG. ANGELINI DI ASSISI. 

The aggregation among the noble citi- 
zens of Afiifi, which was conferred on me 
the 15th of October laft, has overpowed me 
with confufion, at lo unexpected and im- 

M 3 portant 
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portant an honour ; to which m y ambition, 
having no foundation in hope, had never 
fuffered me to afpire. The obliging ea- 
gemels and zeal with which you have been 
pleated to congratulate me on this occafton, 
lufficiently manifest the aftive part you have 
had in procuring me this moft valuable ac- 
quifition. I beg you will explain to all 
thole moft worthy counfellors, beginning 
with yourfelf, and to all who have approved 
of the meafure, what a high fenfe I have of 
the honour that has been done me. Defcribe 
to them, in the moft refpeftful exprellions, 
my grateful fenfe of their condefcenfion, 
and allure them, feverally, that no lefs jea- 
lous than proud of fo great a diftindlion, it 
will always be my ambition qot to difgrace 
lb illuftrious a body, to whom I have al- 
ready forwarded my public acknowledg- 
ments. I entreat you, Sir, to continue to 
me your moft valued friendlhip and patron- 
age, and to afford me frequent occalions of 
manifefting with what regard and efteem I 
have the honour to be, &c. 

Vienna, Nov. 28, 1738. 



It does not appear that our author pro- 
duced any other drama in 173 9, than Af- 

trea 
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trea Placata, of one act only, fet by Prediere, 
for the Emprefs Elizabeth’s birth-day. He 
did not, however, fuffer his mufe to re- 
main idle : as it appears by his pofthumous 
Works, that he tranflated the III. fatire of 
Juvenal. Boileau did the fame in 1660, 
and Dr. John Ion in 1 738. 

“ Three Poets in three diftajit regions born, 

« France, Italy, and England did adorn.” 

Metaftaiio, like our Dryden, tranflated 
clofely ; pointing, like the original author, 
all the fatire againft the city of Rome ; but 
Boileau applied it to Paris ; and Johnfon to 
London. Metaftaiio, the fame year, tranf- 
lated the VI. fatire of Horace; not in verfi 
fciolti, or blank verfe, which he had made 
nfe of for Juvenal ; but in Terza Rima , the 
meafure of Dante. 

Few of his letters of this year are pre- 
ferved, except that to his father, which has 
been already inlerted, and one to Betinelli, 
of no great confequence. 

In 1740, however, he was lefs -in- 
active, or his dramatic mule more propi- 
tious. For befides the opera of Zeaobia , 
.which was fet by Caldara ; and the oratorio 
of Ifacco , by Prediere, he wrote II natal di 

m 4 Glove, 
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Giove, a drama of one aft, fet by Bonno (/), 
and a canzonet for a dance of Ruftics, 
which was performed in the Imperial court, 
to mufic of Bonno, the laft Sunday in the 
Carnival of this year, by their Royal High- 
neifes the two Archdutchefles of Auftria, 
Mary Terefa, and Marianne, and the la- 
dies of their court. He likevvife wrote, this 
year, the opera of Attilio Regolo for the birth- 
day of the Emperor Charles VI. ; but that 
Prince dying before it had been reprelented, 
it was laid alide, and not performed, till 
1750, when it was fet by Halle, for the 
court of Drefden. 

Our author laments the tire death of his 
Imperial Patron, with great fenfibility, in 



LETTER XIV. 

TO A FRIEND. 

Yesterday, at half an hour pall one 
o’clock, my moft Auguft Mailer, Charles 
VI. breathed his laft. I need lay no more, 
to convince you of my extreme affiiftion. 

(0 Of this compofer we Hxall have further occalion to 
fpeak hereafter. 

The 
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The laft days of his preeious life have made 
us know the weight of our misfortune, as 
there was not a moment in which he did 
not give teftimonies of his piety, fortitude, 
and affeftion, for his people. He fulfilled 
to the laft moment, the part of a Prince and 
a Hero. My tears, which have never been 
more juftly fhed, prevent me from length- 
ening this letter. I am fo opprefled with 
the view of this public calamity, that, as 
yet, I am unable to examine the circum- 
ftances of my own. His illnels, which was 
an inflamation in his ftomach, but ill un- 
derftood by his phyficians, lafted feven days 
and fome hours. I beg of you to implore 
the Supreme Being to grant me that firm- 
nefs, which, at prefent, I fo deplorably 
want (m). 

Before this event happened, Metaftafio 
wrote to Betinclli in a more gay humour. 

(m) There is no date to this letter: it may therefore be 
neceflary to remind the reader, that the Emperor Charles 
VI. father of the late Emprefs Queen, was born in 1685, 
declared King of Spain by his father in 1703, crowned 
Emperor of Germany 171 1, and died in Q&ober, 1740. 



LET- 
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LETTER XV. 

You forget me, my dear Bettinelli; and 
I, in revenge, am determined to remember 
you. In my laft letter, I fent you a fmall 
bill of exchange, defiring you to give me 
advice of its l'afe arrival, and to tell me 
whether the printing the works of Guarini 
goes on, as I am a fubfcriber. But you 
have done neither one npr the other ; and 
yet I fend you my Ifaac, which was fung 
laft Tuefday in the Imperial Chapel. I 
hope to difturb your fleep, and to delcrve to 
be favoured, in return, with your com- 
mands. Vienna, April 15, 1749. 

But in the beginning of the next year, he 
wrote to him in a very different diJpolition. 



LETTER XVI. 

Your pathetic and obliging letter, my 
dear Betinelli, is an ingenious reproach for 
my filence. I confefs to you, that unlefs 
driven to it by ncceffity, it is with great 
difficulty that I can bring myfelf to ufe the 
pen. An employment which, though ufeful 

in 



in civil life, I can follow at^prefent to little 
purpole. There was no myftery in my fi- 
lence. My melancholy inaCtion has de- 
prived me of the means of fending you, as 
ufual, my new productions. The lofs of 
my Patron has made me almoft forget my- 
felf, as well as others. The completion of 
the new edition of Greek and Roman Claf- 
fics, has broke the only thread by which our 
correfpondence was held together ; and yet 
you wonder that I have ceafed to write ? 
However, I thank you for complaining, 
which I regard as a teftimony of your 
friendlhip ; and I allure you, that I am not 
in the leaft changed with refpeCt to my 
efteem for you ; and I promife to give you 
proofs of it, whenever opportunity offers. In 
order that this letter may not be wholly 
without fome little matter of bulinefs, I beg 
that you will lend me, by the firffc opportu- 
nity, a copy of the additions to my works 
which you have printed ; in which are con- 
tained AJlrea Placata, and 11 Sogno di Scipi- 
tme. At the fame time, inform me of the 
price, and believe me to be invariably 
yours. Vienna, March i8, 1741. 



END OF THE FOURTH SECTION. 
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SECTION V. 

T. he deceafe of Metaftafio’s Imperial Pa* 
tron Charles VI. which was occalioned by 
the poifon, or indigeftion, of mufhrooms, at 
the age of fifty-five, proved a calamity to all 
Europe, by the general war which imme- 
diately followed. This Prince, the fifth foil 
of the, Emperor Leopold, had fucceeded his 
brother, the Emperor Joleph, in 1711 ; and 
dying without male ilfue, his eldeft daughter, 
Maria Terefa, fucceeded him, as Queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia j but her confort, the 
Duke of Lorrain, and afterwards, Grand 
Duke of Tul'cany, was at this time an un- 
l'uccefsful candidate for the Empire, which 
was obtained by the French arms and iiir 
trigues, for the Duke of Bavaria, by the 
name of Charles VII. His predecenor had 
not been dead two months, before the King 
of Pruflia invaded Silelia. In January 1741, 
Charles VII. was elected Emperor. At 
the fame time, the Queen of Hungary was 
obliged to quit Vienna, which was threat- 
ened with a iiege, and throw hcrfelf into the 

arms 




( *73 ) 

arms of her hereditary fubjedfs at Prelburg. 
This war continuing in Germany, and the 
reft of Europe, with various fuccefs, till the 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, afforded the Royal 
Miftrefs of Metaftafio and her court, little 
opportunity, or appetite, for being amufed by 
the peaceful arts of poetry and mufic. 

Upon the death of the Emperor Charles 
VII. after a moft turbulent and unhappy 
reign of four years, her Confort the Grand 
Duke of Tufcany, was elecled Emperor, 
in 1745, by the title of Francis the Firft; 
but the war ftill continuing, the Imperial 
Laureate was feldom called upon to exercife 
his talents. 

The only proof remaining of his com- 
merce with the Mufes in 1741, is L' Amor 
Prigioniero , a little drama fetby Reutter, for 
a private performance at court, conlifting 
only of two charadlers, and one feene. For 
the year 1742, there is a total blank. And 
in 1 743, he feems only to have produced II 
vero omaggio, a fhort poetical dialogue let to 
mufic by Bonno, and fung on the birth-day 
of the Arch-duke Jofcph, the late Em- 
peror. 

However, fortune became now fomewhat 
lefs adverfe to the Auftrians, than the two 
3 preceding 



( * 7 + ) 

ceding years, and according to Metaftafio’s 

Vienna was not without its amufements 
* 

during the Carnival. 



LETTER I. 

TO THE MARQUIS CHARLES CAVALLI, 
di RAVENNA. 

How can I fufficiently thank you, my 
dear Marquis, for the matchlefs kindnefs 
with which you have been pleafed to honour 
me, in a teftimony of your remembrance, 
fo unexpe&ed, yet ardently delired ? Indeed 
there was occafion for a medicine no lefsr 
efficacious, to alleviate my affii&ion at the 
di fiance between us. I am extremely pleafed 
to hear that you have found in Ravenna fuch 
a coniiderable number of true lovers of lite- 
rature. The commerce with fuch people, 
muff furnifh you with agreeable amufe- 
ment ; and your cultivated and happy talents 
will be in no want of a ftimulus or a 
theatre. 

Here every one is immerfed in the plea- 
fures of the Carnival. The Plays, Games, 
Balls, Ridottos, and Maquerades, are innu- 
merable ; and though, from my natural dif- 

pofition. 
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pofition, fituation, and circumdances, I am 
unable to partake of them, I neverthelels 
rejoice in the joy of others. Divert yourfelf 
in our charming Italy, and in fome intervals 
of your happinels, remember that I am with 
the molt fincere and refpe&ful edeem, &c. 

Vienna, Jan. 5, 1743. 



In 1744, we find two Operas, and one 
little Drama of his writing, but very few 
letters. The Operas were Ipermestra, 
written by command, and fet by Halle, for 
Vienna («), and Antigono, written for the 
Court of Drelden, and likewife let by Hade. 
It is the only drama which he feems to have 
produced for any other theatre than that of 
' Vienna, lince his appointment to the Im- 
perial Laureatlhip. Ipermejlra was fet the 
lame year by Bertoni for Venice, at a very 
early -period of his life. The beautiful little 
. Drama, entitled La Danza , confiding only 
of one fcene, fet by Bonno, was performed 

(») The Poet himfelf told me, that Ipermestra was 
written upon very fliort notice, to be performed, at firft, 
in private, at Court, by great Perfonages ; but, it was foon 
after publicly reprefenied by profefled Muficians, in cele- 
bration of the Nuptials of an Archdutchefs, with Prince 
Charles of Lorrain. See above, p. 1 15. and Germ. Teur. 
Art. Vienna. 
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by a gentleman and lady, of the Court of 
Vienna. Two letters to his father, and one 
to the Abate Pafquini, at that time the 
Italian dramatic Poet in the l'ervice of the 
Court of Drelden, are all the letters of this 
year that have been preferved. 

The Abate Pafquini, had been recom- 
mended to the Court of Drefden, by Meta- 
ftafio; who appears, by the letters, which he 
addrefled to this Poet, to have interefted 
himfelf much in his fuccefs. The cor- 
refpondence continued to the time of Paf- 
quini’s death, in 1763. The following is 
the firft letter to him, that has been pre- 
ferved. 



LETTER II. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI, in DRESDEN. 

And is the tender confcience of my dear 
Abate Pafquini, at length touched ! If this 
had happened towards Eafter, I Ihould have 
had a penitential fermon, to have thanked 
you for ; but arriving in all the fervor and 
gaiety of the Carnival, it is truly an exquifite 
morfel, fo much the more delicious, as it 
was wholly unexpedled. But to have done 

with 
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with my fooleries, I beg of you, lerioully, 
not to imagine that I was fo unreafonable, as 
to think our friendlhip affe&ed, in the lead, 
by your long and obdiuate filence. I know 
your hurry and impetuofity, and have a 
thoufand times forgot the temped of my 
own affairs, in thinking of thole in which my 
friend was involved. But your prefent tran- 
quillity may compenfate for all your former 
agitation. It affords me the mod: heart-felt 
pleafure, and I fincerely alTure you, that 
few' events could happen which could give 
me equal delight. Your zealous abidance . 
to my poor Antigono , has infinitely more 
obliged than furprifed me. I expe&ed no 
lefs from the goodnefs of your heart, the 
probity of w'hich 1 am proud of having al- 
ways had difcernment diffident to didin- 
guilh, through thofe little vapours from the 
trembling fountain, which have fometimes 
made you doubt of my friendlhip. When 
you begin again to touch the Lyre, I beg 
you will not forget me. But you mud not 
think me fuch a precious coxcomb, as to ac- 
cept the poetical fupremacy to which your 
friendlhip would wiffi to elect me. 

It is your generofity that has made me 
the hero of one of your dilcourfes, of which 
voi.. J. N the 




the fruit is common to both ; and I know- 
better than you, that your happy talents are 
equal to any flight, if not reprefled from 
time to time, by the little confidence you 
have in your own powers: an infirmity, 
however, for which I vainly feek a remedy 
myfelf. 

Oh, how much I envy you the company 
of Signor Haffe, and Signora Fauftina, his 
confort ! they are truly an exquifite couple; 
embrace them both for me, and affure them, 
that they cannot beftow on me a more ten- 
der affe&ion, than that which I have con- 
ceived ffor them. But in executing this 
commiffion, do not forget how much I love, 
efteem, and fmcerely wifh to ferve you. 

Vienna, Feb. 15, 1744. 



Our author’s poetical productions in 1 746, 
confift only of his two beautiful Canzonette , 

LA PARTENZA, and LA PALINODIA A NICE, 
thirteen years after he had fo piouflv and 
elegantly thanked the gods for dilcovering 
to him her infidelities, in his Grazie ogC 
inganni tuoi. 

No letter of 1745, or of 1746, feems to 
have been preferved, except the' following. 



LET- 
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LETTER III. 

TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI, SECRETARY OF 
THE UNIVESITY OF TURIN. 

Nothing lefs than the powerful efficacy 
of my moft refpetted friend, the Marquis of 
Ormea, was neceflary to obtain for me an 
excellent and long wiffied-for letter from the 
ungrateful, forgetful, inhuman, and yet, 
notwithftanding all that, the moft amiable 
Signor Filipponi. I have neglected no occa- 
fion - of reminding him of our friendffiip ; 
I even had recourfe to the friars, in order 
to procure a reciprocal return ; but all in 
vain. I muft confefs, that, lometimes, 
tranfported by mingled anger and affe&ion, 
I have hardly been able to refrain from 
breaking with him, and calling him by the 
injurious names of Anthropophagus, Tro- 
glodite, Leftrigon, and Pandour. Nor do 
I know to what excefs I fhould at Jength 
have been tranfported, if your letter had not 
opportunely arrived, to appeafe my irrafci- 
fcility. 

But it lias not only appealed, it has awaken- 
ed in my mind, a croud of delightful me- 

N 2 mentos 
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mentos of laughable adventures, at fchool, 
in our walks, chats, difputes, and fellivities ; 
the Vomer o, chiaja , Giulia Street, Porto del 
popolo, and innumerable other places. It 
has penetrated the mod hidden, and feeling 
parts of my heart, and rekindled the very 
ancient flame of tender friendlhip. But as 
there is no fweet, in this life, unmixed with 
bitter, lo the unfamiliar and formal ftyle 
with which you addrefs me, in the third per- 
fon, as if the dignity of. fecretary of a royal 
univerfity, or of Imperial Laureate, could 
prevail over that of friendlhip, has deprived 
me of no fmall portion of the pleafure which 
your letter would otherwife have given me. 
I -hope you lincerely repent of this at your 
heart, and have made a vow never again to 
be guilty of fuch facrilege ; and taking this 
for granted, for this once I forgive you. 

I have no doubt of the intereft which you 
take in the honourable circumftances of for- 
tune, to which, according to my moderate 
expeditions,. -I have found no difficulty in 
limiting my defires ; and am grateful for it, 
as well as for the reputation to which the 
Humber of my friends has more contributed, 
than the weight of my merit. And allure 
yourfelf, that I am equally delighted with 

the 
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the juftice that has been rendered to you* 
by fo enlightened, glorious, ahd univerlaliy 
admired a Prince, as the fovereign into 
whole fervice you have been received. A fate 
the more enviable, as every day convinces 
us more and more, that Prophets are feldom 
honoured in their own country. 

It is moll certain, that I ardently wilh to 
make an excurlion to Turin, when the 
public tranquillity for which we lb much 
ligh, and my moll auguft Princes, will per- 
mit ; chiefly to have it to boaft, that I have 
leen and venerated a Monarch, who by the 
unanimous confent of all Europe, has com- 
bined the qualities of King, Soldier, Citizen, 
and Father; and I lhall certainly do it 
fometime or other, and avail mylelf of your 
moll obliging offers, of which I have a due 
fenfe, a; well as of thole of our mod worthy 
Marquis of Ormea, to whom I hold mylelf 
previoufly engaged. Befides the qualities of 
heart and mind, in which nature has been 
prodigal to this noble friend, and the # many 
others for which he. is indebted to education 
and experience, there are public titles which 
have no lels claims to my refpetl and affec- 
tion, than to the univerfal efteem and love 
which he has acquired in this Court. It is 

n 3 impoliible 
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impofliblc for me to explain all the private 
obligations for which he is intitled to my 
reverence and gratitude. Hence I hope 
you will not exa£l from me a compliance, 
which would render me lefs worthy of your 
friendfhip. 

But my letter is already of a length fuffi- 
cient to punifli you for your long filence : I 
begin to have companion upon you ; and fo, 
not to wear you out entirely, as, on account 
of your being a married man it might preju- 
dice a third perfon, I embrace you tenderly ; 
and beg of you to preferve your health for 
my fake, and to believe me invariably 
yours. 

, Vienna, March 5, 1746. 



This correlpondence continued, with great 
affe&ion till 1775. 

In 1747, were written the three follow- 
ing letters. 

* LETTER IV. 

TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI. 

It is fometime fince I began to make ufe 
of the recipe which you were fo kind as to 

commu- 
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communicate to me in your letter of the 
2 1 ft of January; though, hitherto, with 
little fuccefs. I have therefore difconti- 
nued taking it for a fhort time, to avoid be- 
ing thought capricious, obftinate, and a dif- 
grace to the whole venerable faculty of me- 
dicine, as well as to myfelf. Hence the 
prefcription furnifhes me with more grati- 
tude than hope. If you ihould have a fmall 
portion of patience to fpare, pray communi- 
cate it to me, as that is the fble pharmacy I 
want to enable me to fupport expectation 
from time, which is fo alert an enemy, and 
fo flow a benefaCtor. 

You exult ,at our fituation in Italy, and 
I perhaps from an hypocondriac habit, can 
neither think of it with joy nor tranquillity. 
I fee no caufe for triumph at Genoa nor on 
the Var. Neither am I convinced that we 
have nothing to fear in Provence and Na- 
ples ; I know not what we can hope from 
maritime afliftance ; nor do I know what 
to with, as tothe limitations orextenfionof our 
enterprife. In fhort, I know fo little, that 
in this abyfs of ignorance, I have refolved 
to be carried down into the hold of this moft 
agitated bark, of which I am on board ; and 
when the ftorm is over, if it fliould pleafe 

N 4 God 
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God to put an end to it during my life, I lhall 
rail'e my head, and cry out, where are we t 

1 thank you for the partial judgment 
which you have palled on my Antigono, and 
Ipermejira. I was obliged to write the latter 
in eighteen days, by a royal command; fo 
that I had hardly time fufficient allowed me 
for tranlcribing it. As to the cantata, which 
begins with Giujli Dei Che far a, it has no other 
meaning, than the words naturally imply, on 
firft reading : which fay ; that the praifes of 
our Auguft Princefs are too great a fubjeft 
for me ; that having been too daring in at- 
tempting it, heaven has puniffied my pre- 
fumption, by rendering my lyre dil'obedient 
to my will, and that I fee my error and l'uc 
for pardon. I lliould be glad to know what 
thefe words could poffibly mean, if not this. 
But what a difficult talk it is to compole 
verfes many times every year on a Princels, 
who, though ffie merits fuch high praife, 
will not hear it ? 

I fhall receive, with the utmoll: pleafure, 
at your convenience, the two tragedies which 
you lay you have written ; and have no 
doubt of their merit, from the long cora- 
merqe which you have conftantly had with 
the mufes and their favourites. 

I heg 
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I bee: mvrefpects to vour fnrfeited priedefs, 
to whom I fend my wiflies iiv blank, fince 
my former were fo unfuccefsful. Your 
mod worthy count Canale thanks and fa- 
lutes you ; and, embracing you tenderly, I 
am as ufual. 

Vienna, Feb. 18, 1747. 



L E T T. E R V. . 

TO THE SAME. 

I congratulate you, in the fird place, 
on the magnificent and courageous fenti- 

o o 

ments, with which vour mod: agreeable 
letter of the 1 8th of March is filled. I ad- 
mire your fovereign contempt of the enemy; 
your paternal confidence in our allies enchants 
me j your high refpedt for otir forces and coun- 
cils gives me confolation ; and, in fliort, I 
envy and admire that firm and intrepid tran- 
quillity of mind, which I did not think lub- 
fided on earth ; but which I find refidcs thus 
undifturbed in the ferene bread of mv dear 
Filipponi. May God increafe and fortify 
thefe gifts, and grant fome little portion of 
their influence to my feeble and diminutive 

foul, 



c 1 86 ) 

foul, which, remembering the part, and dif- 
fatisfied with the prefent, is unable to ima- 
gine any thing good for the future. To our 
Marquis Ormea, bold and animated thoughts 
of right belong ; they are the patrimony of 
his military profeflion, which he exercifes 
with fo much honour ; but to me, born and 
bred, in a manner under the petticoats of 
the poor pufilanimous mufes, who are in- 
deed no better than little weak women, 
doubts are more natural ; and fome, who 
only examine the outfide of things, call this 
prudence, while others term it timidity. 

The Marquis of Ormea and Count Brown, 
as well as yourfelf, do the author of the lit- 
tle fable of the Ballerina too much honour, 
by your contempt. How is it poflible to 
efcape the foolifh loquacity of impertinent 
people ? Perhaps fome equivoque has given 
birth to this nonfenfe, without any evil in- 
tention ; and to the ulual credulity and rage 
for exaggeration and the wonderful, all the 
attention which the public has bellowed upon 
it may be imputed. But whatever opinion 
the world may have of ij, pray let it circulate 
in peace and quiet ; for when we arrive at a 
certain age, the wild Itories of our youthful 
vigour do not difpleafe us, though apocryphal. 

I have 
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I have juft received letters from Rome 
and Naples, with interrogations concerning 
the romance of La Ballerina. And 1 begin 
myfelf to be curious to know whence this 
fable, without head or tail, or even the 
leaft foundation, could poflibly have its 
origin. 

Vienna, April 22, 1747. 



LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAME. 

As it is impoffible to reconcile your cou- 
rage with my cowardice, concerning political 
prefages, I fhall follow the advice given iu 
your laft, and freight my letters with other 
merchandize. Not, however, without fome 
inward malignity of felf-complacence, for 
having communicated to you a little of my 
own vice of defpondency, inftead of con- 
trading, myfelf, lome tin&ure of your forti- 
tude. At leaft (but I do not exped you to 
confefs it) your being the firft to relinquifh 
your opinion, does not flatter my vanity a 
little. But let us not triumph in matters 
concerning which we Ihould be glad to be 
4 vanquiftred. 




Digitized by Google 



( *88 ) 

Vanquifhed. — My Attilio Regolo fleeps ; and 
I cannot prevail on mvfelf, in the prefent 
languid ftate of my health, to fet about 
making the l'mall additions to the laft feene, 
which are ftill wanting, without being forced 
to it. If my health is better next year, I 
fliall think of it. 

Vienna, June 14, 1747. 



LETTER VII. 

TO TIIE ABATE PASQU1NI. 

If your letter of the 4th inftant had been 
delivered to me without date, without fig- 
nature, and written in a ftrange hand, I 
Ihould ftill inftantly have recognized in it 
my dear Pafquini. That impetuofity, in- 
dignation, force of expreflion, and con- 
tempt, are unequivocal traits of chara&er. 
And is it poflible, after fo many years of 
public concubinage with the mufes, you 
Ihould be furprifed to find, that it is the fate 
of all works of genius, to be expofed to ca- 
pricious cenfure, without examination ? Do 
you not know, that every one is proud of his 
own fagacity, though obliged to confefs that 
he has no fcience ? 
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Can you forget what has been faid of 
Homer and Virgil ? Are the Pamphili and 
Maevii of Horace out of your memory ? Does 
not what happened in the Roman theatre, 
to Laelius and Scipio, con foie you ? Docs 
the abufe of Taffo, by the barbers of Flo- 
rence, appear trifling to you ? Have not you 
aflerted to me a thoufand times, notwith- 
flanding all I could fay to you, that on cer- 
tain occafions you have exhaufted all your 
impatient friendlhip, in tranfports of true 
Pafquinian paflion in my defence ? What 
new ideas then have entered your head ? 
Would you be the only one of all the poeti- 
cal family in whom there (hould be no caufe 
for ridicule ? That would be too proud. 
Do you wifh never to be the l'ubjedt of con- 
verfation ? That would be too modeft, and 
but ill underftanding your own interefh The 
correfpondence between authors and the pub- 
lic, is like that of lovers, among whom the 
mofl fatal lymptom is not anger, but negledh 
For my own part, after long experience, I 
have ’ found no better method of treating 
critics, than to projit by their remarks , if good, 
and laugh at them, if bad : and always afpiring 
at perfection, to let the refi rail till they are 
tired. , 



Ido 



, I do not mean to propofe myfelf as a mo- 
de!, but the recipe has been fuccefsfully 
tried. Appeafe therefore thefe tumults, I 
entreat you : let the mind recover its true 
tone, and let us fpeak of the Generofa Spar- 
tana. I am proud of the gift, no lei's for its 
own merit, than as a teftimony of your re- 
membrance. I have already twice perufed 
it with attention. And now, with your 
good leave, l.fhall give you my fincere opi- 
nion of it. 

I find the verie round and flowing ; the 
flyle as ornate, and poetical, as belongs to 
dramatic compofition ; and the places very 
few in which the bow feems fomewhat re- 
laxed, and where I ihould have wiihed for 
more ftrength. But for this we have a paf- 
fage in Horace, verum opere longo fas ejl obre- 
pere fomnum. There is a fufficient number 
of fine thoughts, and folid fentiments, with- 
out pedantry, no lefs acutely conceived, than 
luminoufly produced. The airs are all har- 
monious and happy. In fhort, repeating 
what I have told you a thoufand times, I do 
not find many at, prelent, who, in this poeti- 
cal faculty, pleafe me more than yourfelf. 
But, after long ufe, you are certainly not 
ignorant how faftidious and difficult I am 

become ; 
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become ; hence it will not appear ftrange, 
if I preferve my character with a friend who 
wifhes me to be iincere. 

I therefore confefs to you, freely, that I 
fhould have wifhed more defign throughout 
your opera. Or, to explain myfelf more 
clearly, that the principles and paffions you 
propoled to introduce, were better eftablilhed. 
The audience cannot intereft themfelves, as 
you would wifti, in the agitations of your 
perlbnages, becaufe there is not fufficient 
time allowed to render them either hateful 
or amiable. If the mind of a fpe&ator is 
removed from its ufual temperament and 
tranquillity, the intereft does not continue 
long enough to be remembered in the next 
lcene : fa that it becomes torpid and unwill- 
ing to be pleafed, even to thatdegereof naufea 
which loon comes on/or thofe very beauties, 
which, otherwife, might fuccefsfully have 
lolicited and feduced. And thofe who are 
not initiated in the myfteries of poetry, feel- 
ing themlelves tired, without knowing the 
caufe, frequently lay the blame on what is 
worthy of praife ; exactly as a fick child un- 
able to point out the futfering part whence 
its pain had its beginning, either miftakes one 
place for another, or complains of all alike. 

This 
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This is my opinion, yet not given as a 
]a\v — but who will dare decide pofitively in 
thele matters ? 

Defire the critics themlelves to name you 
a perfeft Archetype. 1 know not how to 
fuggefl: any one to you, except that of my 
friendihip, of which I have given you no 
flight fpecimen, in the dangerous fincerity 
with which' 1 have now ventured to write 
vou mv fentiments. 

J * 

Receive it kindly ; return it : love me, 
and believe that I am, &c. 

• Vienna, July 22, 1 747- 



This letter may ferve as a fpecimen of the 
urbanity, yet franknefs,with which he played 
the critic, in examining the works of his mod 
intimate friends. ' This correfpondence with 
Pafquini, the Drefden Laureate, will be re- 
fumcdj occafionally, in chronological order. 



END OF THE FrFTH SECTION. 
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SECTION Vi. 



We are now arrived at a very interefting 
period in the correfpondence of Metaftafio, 
to the lovers of poetry and mufic, when a 
Conftant literary' intercourfe with the cele- 
brated Farinelli began, which continued 
to the end of both their lives. Farinelli’s 
wonderful profeflional abilities have been fo 
amply celebrated lately, that nothing need 
be faid in addition to former accounts (o). 
But the permanence of friendlhip between 
him and ' Metaftafio, which continued fifty 
years after they were feparated, and efta- 
blifhed in the fervice of different Monarchs, 
in the two moft remote capitals of Europe, 
deferves fome record. 

It has • already been mentioned in thefe 
Memoirs, that the poet and mufician were 
nearly of the fame age, and began their 
public career in the city of Naples, at the 

(o) Ital, four, and Hijl. Muf. vol. iv. 

vol. i. o fame 
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fame period of time: Farinelli having per- 
formed there in the Serenata of Angelica , 
written by Metaflafio in 1723, and in his 
opera of Didone , in 1724. 

The fuccefs with which their feveral ta- 
lents were crowned in thefe early efforts, and 
a happv coincidence of temper and difpofi- 
tion, which each found in the other, of thofe 
virtues and qualities which he mod loved, 
admired, and pra&ifed, through life, cement- 
ed affeflion and rivetted their hearts, beyond 
the power of time or accident to fever. 

It will appear through the whole corref- 
pondence which has been preferved, that 
they regarded each other as Twins of public 
favour, brought to light at the fame birth, 
and united in one common intereft. Metaf- 
taiio never envied the applaufe of the finger, 
nor imagined his poetry injured by his too 
florid ffyle of tinging, though the fame of Fa- 
rinellifeems to have been built more upon the 
extraordinary compafs of his voice, and pow- 
ers of execution, than upon his fine adling or 
tender expreflion. And fuch was his frater- 
nal afFeclion and partiality for his Caro Ge- 
mtllo , that he afterwards appears fb entirely to 
have overlooked or forgotten the u'ant of 
fimplicity, abfion, and pathos in his finging, 

as 
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as feverely to cenfure younger performers, 
for thele defe6ts, in liis letters to Farinelli 
himfelf. 

Mufical readers need not be reminded, that 
Farinelli, after finging with unrivalled ap- 
plaufe in the principal lyric theatres of Eu- 
rope, came into England in the year 173 3; 
and after performing there fourluccellive fea- 
lons, and engaging for a fifth, was invited to 
Spain in 1737, when his voice having been 
found to have the fame effeft on the dilorder 
of the Spanifh Monarch, Philip V. as the 
harp of David upon the evil fpirit of King 
Saul, he was retained in the lervice of that 
court, and a penlion fettled on him for life, 
°f jC* a 000 fterhng a year, upon condition 
that he never fung again on a public ftage. 
And in order to elevate him to a rank wor- 
thy of attending a lovereign in his private 
hours, he was honoured with the orders of 
St. Jago and Calatrava. In 1746 his royal 
patron Philip V. died; but his court favour 
continued under that monarch’s fuccelTor 
with equal fplendor. The firft letter to Fa- 
rinelli which has been inlertcd in the literary 
correfpondence of Metaftafio, is in anfwer to 
one from that celebrated finger, of July 2d, 

o 2 1747. 
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1747, about a year after the new monarch 
of Spain had alcended the throne. 



LETTER I. 

TO THE CAVALIERE CARLO BROSCHI DETTO 
FARINELLI. 

Your mod agreeable, but fhort, letter, con- 
cerning my infatiable thirft for talking with 
you in the beft manner which fuch an enor- 
mous diftance will admit, was long enough 
to convince me of the place I hold in your 
heart: for without that circumftance, you 
certainly would not have facrificed even fo 
much time and labour. The convenience, 
civility, politenefs, and the other common 
ties of fociety, are not ufed to infpire fuch 
patience. This proof therefore of tender 
friendfhip, added to ancient telfimonies and 
new proteftations, render me lo fecure of it, 
that I fhould have doubted of any thing 
fooncr than of your atfeblion. This alone 
would have been fufficient to make me love 
you, in return ; you know by long experience* 
cbe amore a nullo amar perdona (p). Now your 

(/) That love allows nothing beloved to love another. 

merit, 
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merit, which has rendered you as amiable as 
lingular, is an accumulation of powerful effe&s. 

The confidence with which you l’peak to 
me of your affairs; the cordiality of your of- 
fer to redrefs mine; the tender anxiety which 
you manifeft for my health ; the inltruc- 
tion and expedients which you fuggeft; the 
dclcriptions of my misfortunes, and the pro- 
tedfion which you procure roe from thofe il- 
luflrious nymphs * : — in fhort, your generous 
idea is fo much to my palate, as greatly en- 
courages hope: unite then all thefe circum- 
ftances, and tell me who is the arithmetician 
that is able to enumerate the produft. I 
can exprefs myfelf no better than by telling 
you, that I love you as Farinelli deferves to 
be loved. 

It is impoflible for the defcription which 
you have lent me of your malady, and being 
let blood, as well as of the French furgeon, 
and Lombardo the phyfician, to be more 
lively, and full of wit. 1 have often laughed 
4 1 the humour with which you have feafoned 
a narration, tragic in itfelf: Would to hea- 
ven the ardent wilhes of all perfons of tafte 

* Ladies at the court of Madrid, whofe influence was 
promifed in favour of Metaftafio’s Sicilian claims; but 
whcfe names have been concealed. 

^ o 3 find 
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and delicacy in Europe were gratified; and 
that all your hypochondriac complaints were 
entirely fubdued! fhew me a good example, 
as you have already a bad one, and I w ill 
try to follow it. 

Your mufic to my Nice is worthy of you. 
Its merit begins by the touching tones of the 
flute, and encreafes to the noble limplicity 
Which belongs to fuch compofitions. I rea- 
dily give way to you, or rather am proud of 
being vanquished by you: and who would 
be afhamed of being fur pa fifed in mufic by 
my incomparable Farinelli ? I have been no 
lefs enchanted w ith the fetting of the little 
dedication : Je mi dai* . But in this laft you 
have a little forgotten that nature is not la- 
vifh of Farinelli’s, and that the execution of 
this mufic, in order to have all its effedt, re- 
quires the excellence of itscompofer. Though 
I am no mufician, further than is necefifary 
to a Poet, I comprehend your intention, and 
try hard to fecond it. But fpiritus promptus 
efl, caro autem inflrma. I ,et us underftand 
one another: i (peak of my voice; let no 

* To what this alludes Joes not appear, it is not the in- 
•itial verfe of any foil" in Mctaftafio’s works that I have 
been able :o find. 
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equivoque enter your head injurious to my 
faith. 

Oh my dear Farinelli, what agitation, 
tumult, and florins have you awakened in my 
mind, by confiding to me the great, though 
unmerited fortune of my Nice! You, who 
know the vanity of poets, conceal no circum- 
ftance from me which can exalt it to its 
higheft elevation. In Ihort, I perceive very 
plainly the malignant pleafure you take iu 
turning my head, and feeing how I am agi- 
tated between pride and confufion ; felf com- 
placence and envy. Oh happy Nice! who 
could have imagined that I fliould ever have 
envied thy fate ? with what veneration ought 
J not to regard thee in future. 

You believe me in great danger here from 
the charms of 1'ome tranquil Teutonic Beau- 
ty. Oh how miftakeu you are J Here love 
and hatred never diflurb the fleep of any 
mortal: here the body cares very little for 
the affairs of the mind : at night you may 
be a favourite, and in the morning unknown. 
Eagernels, agitation, folicitude, little quar- 
rels, reconciliations, gratitude, vengeance, 
the language of the eyes, the eloquence of 
iilence, in Ihort whatever can give pleafure 
or pain in the delicate commerce ■ of fouls, 

o 4 
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is terra incognita, or thought ridiculous and 
fit only for the cmbellilhment of romances. 
It is incredible to what a pitch of indolence 
the placid nymphs of this place are arrived. 

I thould del pair of finding one that would re- 
linquifh a game at Piquet for the lofs or 
death of her deareft lover. There are ma- 
ny who would think the turning afidc from 
their fampler among the moft myfterious cx- 
cefies of genius. And you fear for my tran- 
quillity? Make yourlelf ealv. I run no rilk. 
Allure the moft benign lady, who, without 
my having deferved her compafiion, gene- 
roufly interefts herfelf in my fuppofed danger, 
that I am fate. Exprefs to her likewife my 
moft humble and grateful fentiments for the ' 
patronage with which the honours my writ- 
ings. Tell her that the noble picture which 
you have been pleafed to draw of her, has 
rendered me more fenfible to the cold of the 
north, where no fuch plants ever bloftom. 
You, in fhort, were born when the moon 
was incrcafing, all thrives to your wilh. It 
is neccfifary to be a Farinelli, a friend, and a 
twin brother, not to be envied by me. 

From this franknels, which I fhould not 
have ufed to any but yourfelf, it is eafy for 
you to imagine whether I could poflibly have 

regarded 
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regarded you as my voluntary rival, in the 
office of treafurer of Cofenza. The notice 
which your brother had obtained of it, was 
neither from me, nor exadt in itfelf: and if 
it had, I ffiould never have attributed the 
fault to my dear Farinelli, who loves me too 
well, and who thinks too nobly. I have men- 
tioned it, becaufe we are eager to Ipeak of 
what gives us pain. And how can I refrain 
from vexation, my dear friend, to fee myfelf 
ftript in this manner, without any crime, of 
all the fruits of my poor labours ; of all my 
hopes, and of all fupport for my old age! 
Do you wiffi to know the extent of my mis- 
fortunes ? Hear, and pity . me. 

Charles VI. as a reward for my loner 
fervices, and to fupply my unpaid /alary, 
granted me a thouland crowns in Sicilv, 
on a bilhoprick or benefice in that king- 
dom. But all the Bilhops, Abbots, and 
beneficial Clergy, became, from that time, 
immortal: and the kingdom was loll: before 
•I had received a penny. The trealurerlhip 
„ of Cofenza in Calabria becoming vacant, 
and my augufi: patron remembering my ar- 
rears, dellincd it for me: I took poiTellion, 
lpejit more than 800 ducats of my ozvn mo- 
ney , in fees and other expences ; but before f 
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had begun to reap the firft crop, the armed Spa- 
niards entered the kingdom, and I remained 
with my patent in my hand, ready for curling 
my hair, or folding up fugar-plumbs. My 
prefent moft clement fovereign (y), is obliged, 
bv the circumftances of the times, to diminifh 
the falaries of her fervants ; but in order to 
compenfate this diminution, as well as to con- 
i'ole me for my former Ioffes, fhe has afligned 
me 1 500 florins, and not a Canonicate, in Mi- 
lan. Five years have elapfed iince this favour 
was promiled, but a thoufand impediments 
have intervened, which I have not under- 
flood, even while I have experienced their ef- 
fedls. Now what do you think of all this? 
Is not mine an afflifling cafe ? Yet I exagge- 
rate nothing. After fifteen years fervice, 
not indeed from the fault of my patrons, but 
of my enemy Fortune, I am in a worfe {fate, 
than when I left my country. 

From this faithful narrative, you may 
eafily imagine what confidence I place in 
you: a confidence which I owe in re- 
turn for yours. Flow can I ever l'ufficiently 
thank you for the affedlionate and zea- 
lous manner with which you have offered 

(j) The Emprefs Queen, impoverifhed by a feven 
years’ War. 
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to put me in a way to bring this unfortu- 
nate bufmefs to a happy determination ? I re- 
cognife in thefe uncommon teftimonies of 
friendfhip, the heart of my Farinelli: and I 
am proud of my fagacity for having faid a 
thousand times, that in you, all was harmo- 
ny, all of the fame degree of excellence. 1 
am already as much your debtor, from the 
eagernefs which you have manifefted to 
ferve me, as if you had been fuccefsful: he- 
caufc the reafons for being obliged, depend 
more upon the exertions than the event. 
To furnifh you with fome authentic docu- 
ments, I enclofe a folemn certificate from the 
fecretar\cf the fupreme counfel for Italy, alfo 
the concejfion of the treafurerjhip: as well as 
the difpatches by which the appointment was 
then notified at Naples. My poffelfion in 
Naples will be proved the inftant you re- 
quire it. I will appoint a perfon in the beau- 
tiful Parthenope (r) who lhall aflift, when 
and where you plcate, in this enquiry. “Oh 
if you could but relate this melancholy tale 
to your auguft fovereign! For full of cle- 
mency, generofity, and juftice, as the world 
pronounces and you deferibe her, it is im- 

I 

(r) Naples. 

pofiible 
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pofiible but that her foul mud incline to grant 
me fome redrefs. Indeed I fhould now re- 
gard the favour as wholly new, from the 
hands of fo great a benefaftrefs. Her bounty, 
though bellowed on a perfon who may want 
merit, would yet fall on one that is known 
to you, and therefore the beneficent aft of a 
royal patronefs would certainly not remain a 
lecrct; but be held out as an example to her 
equals, and a confolation to the oppreffed. 
And if the voice of a poor Grafs-hopper of 
ParnalTus, like myfelf, could poflibly reach 
the earsof pofterity ; they, and their children’s 
children, fhould know the pious and pow- 
erful hand which deigned to fuftain and 
proteft me, in defpight of the utmoft efforts 
of cruel and capricious Fortune (r).” 

And are not the innumerable teflimonies 
which my dear Gemello has given me of his 
love fufficient, but they muft be ratified by 
gifts! Vanilla , chocolate, bark , extract of am- 

( s ) Princes are, in general, ignorant of an efiential rule 
in commerce, which enjoins its votaries to buy cheap, and 
Jell dear. If her Catholic Majefty had wifhed to make a 
good bargain in the purchafe of fame, the might have had a 
great penny-worth, in ferving aPoet gifted with fo good and 
grateful a heart, as Metaftafio; who, for inconfiderable tem- 
porary advantage, would have rendered his royal benefac- 
trefc immortal. 

4 aranth % 
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dranth , jars of fnuff. But this is over- 

powering me in fuch a manner, as to deprive 
me of all hope of ever making any return. 
All lean do, at prefent, is to begin to be grate- 
ful, by confefling the debt, and wilhing for 
powers to pay it. 

The Court is at an imperial caltle in 
Hungary, where, confequently, is Madame 
Fouchs; fo that I am not likely to fee her foon, 
as I am already booted to go to Moravia, 
where I fhali remain till O&ober, with 
our moll: worthy Countefs of Althan, partly 
by the advice of the Phyficians, and partly 
for the enjoyment of her noble feat. So 
that your commifiion to Madame Fouchs 
cannot be executed till my return. I had 
already delivered your melfage to the 
Countels of Althan, in the Favorita Gar- 
dens, and in the midi! of a numerous alfem- 
bly : (hewing, with great oftentation, your 
very Jhort letter. I am unable to tell you 
how pleafed this lady was with your courte- 
ous remembrance, how curious to know the 
particular phrale with which you had order- 
ed me to exprefs it, and with what eagernels 
(he wilhed to be minutely and repeatedly in- 
formed of your health and prefent fituation, 
interefting herfelfin the one, and exulting in 
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the other. I had then the whole company 
upon me, to whom I was obliged to fmg over 
and over again the fame Canzone , as well as 
thofe airs which you had conftantly lung dur- 
ing fo many years in the royal apartments (/). 
It would have delighted you, as it did me, ter 
a verv great degree, to fee how frefh you 
were Hill in memory, after lo long an abfence, 
in a climate governed by oblivion. (#) 

And are you then determined to have my 
piflure ? Oh how vexatious ! The patience 
neceflary to ferve as a model to the indif- 
cretion of a painter, is to me the mod dif- 
ficult of all virtues to attain. Hitherto there 
are no other piftures of me than thofe fpu- 
fious fatyrs which the printers have placed 
at the head of my works; and they move my 
bile every time I chance to fee them. But 
who can refill the felicitations of a beloved 
twin brother ? At my return from the coun- 
try, I fhall undertake this bufinels, as a peni- 
tence for my fins, and try to indulge your 
longing in fuch a manner as may prevent a 

(/) Thefe were Pa/liJo il foie ; Per qurjla dolce amplejji ; 
& Ah non lafeiarmi, no, all fet by Haffe. 

(«•) Farinclli had been three times at Vienna, before he 
went to Spain, in 1737. His firft engagement at the Im- 
perial court vras, in 1727. 

mifearriage. 
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mifcarriage. But you mult not be furprifed 
if you fee an hypochondriac countenance on 
the canvas, becaufe 1 ihall find it very diffi- 
cult to fmile in the painter’s face, unlefs I 
can pcrluade fome Faun or Dryad to affift at 
the operation, and help to l'weeten the bitter 
talk. 

With all the diligence I could ufe, even 
to the confines of impertinence, I have not 
been able to procure the authentic certificate, 
and that other paper mentioned above, time 
enough to accompany this letter. I Ihall 
therefore leave orders, before my departure 
for the country, for them to be fent by the 
fame conveyance. 

I have had two little Cantatas tranlcribed, 
which I wrote lometime fince for this court, 
but which arc not yet very common. I ffiall 
inclole thefc, but not for you. I mean them 
as a tribute to that iiluftrious prote£lrefs of 
the Italian Mules, the Countefs of Bellalca- 
zar. If, however, you would illullratc them 
with your notes and majeftic voice, I Ihould 
be certain that the tribute would be highly 
approved, by a lady of luch delicate tafte. 

I finilh becaufe lam on the point of let- 
ting off, and the exa£t moment of my depart- 
ure does not depend on- mylelf. Love me 

as 
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as much as I do, you, and you will gratify the 
infinite avidity which I feel for your affec- 
tion, and do juflice to the tender lolicitude 
with which I am, and ever (hall be, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 26th. 1747* 



LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your dear letter of 061 . 29th, as ufual, was 
replete with the balm of that affe&ion, of 
which I am lo extremely folicitous and vain. 
The grotel'quc defeription of the magnificent 
habitation whence you wrote, has frequently 
made me laugh, and long to embrace my 
pleal'ant Nennillo („v). 

****** 

I have laughed quite as much, though in 
my fleeve, at your lively pi&ure of Armida. 
Oh poor Nennillo! 

You will loon have Armida placata. I 
hope you will find in it much to approve, 

(x) The reft of the period is in the Neapolitan Patois^ 
which 1 am unable to decipher. All I can difeover is, that 
the corpulency, as well as abfurdity, of the firft female finger 
(perhaps the Tcji) had been thcfubjecl of Farinclli’s plea- 
iantry. 

particularly 
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particularly in the part of the firlt woman, 
and firlt man, for whom I have taken the 
moll pains. And you would have found in 
it much lefs to blame, if that great booby, 
Migliavacca, after I had correfled with great 
labour, the whole opera, had not taken the 
liberty in tranlcribing it, to alter, add, and 
retrench at his pleafure. This put me into 
a violent rage, when he told it me at my re- 
turn from the country. His excufc was, 
the impoflibility of communicating to me 
his doubts foon enough for the time which 
you had prelcribed for finilhing it. With 
all this, the fubjeCt is gay, and cannot have 
been fo injured, as not to leave room to hope 
for its meeting: with fuccel's. 

O 

From what has happened, you may judge, 
that our Migliavacca is capable of writing a 
good long, cantata, fbiinet, and fuch things as, 
in Ihort, require no great art in the conduct 
and management of the paffions, or fupport of 
characters. But for theatrical aCtion and 
effeft, I have found his judgment lels ma- 
tured than his age, which is about thirty, 
promifed ; or his other little and pleating 
compofitions, made me expeCt. I tell you 
this, that you may know precifely what to 
hope, if you Ihould think of employing him. 

vol. i. p I will.cd 
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I wilhed to render fervicc to all, and to 
recommend engaging the Tefi ; but now it 
is brought to a crilis, I cannot deceive you. 
Find out her abilities, and then do her good, 
if you can. It is certain that experience, of 
which, at prelent, fhe is in want, might 
render her much better ; but you w'ilh me to 
(peak of the prefent, and not prophely con- 
cerning the future. It is not neceflary to 
communicate my iincerity to Madame, who 
would perhaps not be pleafed with it. Let 
it be a hint to you, but not attended with 
ill will to me. It will therefore be more 
prudent to lend your letters by the Venetian 
Amballador’s bag, in which I inclofe my 
own. And when you delire to remit to 
Migliavacca lome compenfation for his trou- 
ble,, I beg of you to do it by means of the 
Tefi, who interefts herfelf in his affairs. I 
did nothing more than try that you lhould 
be as well lerved as poffiblc ; and this I have 
done, and ever lhall do, for my valued 
Gemello. 

My pidlure for you, fet off from Vienna 
with Prince Trivulfi, the beginning of Octo- 
ber. This Prince entreated to have the 
care of it, and carried it with him to Ve- 
nice, that it might afterwards travel with 
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more fecurity. I know not how it is to go 
on, but we may depend on his diligence, 
and true eagernels to favour me, and to 
pleafe you. Who knows whether, by the 
time this letter arrives, I (hall not be already 
in your hands, and perhaps prefent at the 
rehearlal of the charming Armida, where 
the original would efteem himfelf moll 
happy to be alfo. 

I fhould wrong the good heart of my dear 
Gemello by reiterating my entreaties about 
the Percettorial bufmefs ; I feel with what 
affection you wifh to forward it, and know 
that your foul is incapable of alfuming the 
lhameful charafter of a dealer in that kind 
of fmoke which abounds in courts. I refledl ’ 
on what I would do for you, if I were able ; 
and have not the lead doubt of your doing 
every thing for me, which circumftances will 
admit. The excufe of example , which has 
been urged from Naples, is eafily refuted ; 
there are three very juft ways of preventing 
my cafe from ever becoming a precedent to 
any other. In the firft place, the dilpatches 
might fay, that the receiverjhip was rejlored to 
me for the fame reafon as offices are rejlored to 
others, who poffefled them by a weighty title ; 
that is, by having purchafed them. And this 
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will be no lie : the Percettoria was not ob- 
tained by me as a free gift, but in recorrv- 
pence for a promifed /alary ’which had not been 
payed. And if the reward agreed upon for 
labours of the brain are not paid in money, 
what muft be the capital of we poor crickets 
of Parnaflus ? Should this expedient be dis- 
approved, here is another which equally pre- 
cludes precedent : the place of Percettoria 
may be reftored to me, not as the rejioration 
of an ancient po/fejjion , but as a new favour 
which has not the leaf relation to the old 
grant. Where would be the extravagance 
of a generous Prince, protestor of the fine 
arts, fpontaneoufly exercifing his munifi- 
cence on a man who, by chance, if not 
merit, is cftcemed in Europe not the mcaneft 
of his profelfion ? If this fecond road Ihould 
be thought impafiable, though it appears to 
me the moft worthy of the royal grandeur 
of l'uch a fovereign, here is, laftly, a third : 
which is, the caujing it to be bought as a new 
pur chafe, which will equally preclude all 
precedent of reftitution. Do not forget, my 
dear friend, to luggcft thefe expedients, that 
the fear of precedent may not check the ge- 
nerous propenfity of the fovereign. I fhould 
not have wearied you fo long on this fubjed, 

had 
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had it not feemed abfolutely neceflTary to fur- 
nifli you with arms to combat in my favour. 
I thank you for the recipe, which I (hall 
have made up exadlly, and try its efficacy 
with the greater hope of fuccefs, as every 
thing is more dear that comes from my 
beloved Gemello, than from any other 
quarter. 

Your idea of providing for the expence of 
my journey, is extremely grateful to me, as 
a proof of your affe&ion ; but think how 
great would be the difficulties of other kinds ; 
and how little occafion there is for this proof, 
to convince me that our friendfhip is reci- 
procal. 

Our worthy Countefs of Althan has re- 
ceived news of you, and of being remem- 
bered by you, with her ufual kindnefs and 
plealure. With re(pe£i to mufic, whatever 
(he hears, Farinelli continues to be her 
hero : and as a proof of this, (he has freighted 
a bark with falutations for you, which I (hall 
difpatch, on condition that you, in return, 
will prefent my conftant refpedts to the 
Duchefa of Bejar, whofe picture in your 
letter has haunted me ever fince I faw it. 
Addio, dear Gemello, be careful of your 

p 3 health, 
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health, and fometimes think of your Me- 
taftafio. 

Vienna, Dec. 7, 1747. 



As no letters to Farinelli have been pre- 
fcrved, that were written in 1748, we ihall 
return to his correfpondents, Filipponi, and 
Pafquini, to whom he feems to have written 
• with great opennels of heart. 

LETTER III. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Your moft welcome letter of the 2d in- 
flant, found me in the pleafant country of 
Moravia, where I have been many months, 
far from the noife of the city, in purfuit of 
that health, which always feems near, yet 
when I try to catch it, the phantom gives 
me the flip. I wander through two vaft 
domains belonging to the incomparable 
Countefs Althan, where the generofity of 
the magnificent lady of the manfion, the 
noble variety of the company, the* abund- 
ance of whatever can contribute to delight, 
as well as comfort, the princely apartments, 
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the fituation, air, walks, converfation, and, 
in fhort, the whole tenor of a life fufficiently 
ruftic for the enjoyment of all the beauties 
of nature, without being deprived of the 
conveniences of art ; and above all, the ad- 
vantages which I feel in this tranquil retire- 
ment, from the care that is taken of my 
difordered machine ; thefe make me forget 
the complaints 1 brought with me, which, 
either from the chearfulnefs the mind ac- 
quires here, or the circumftances juft men- 
tioned, appear, or are, in reality, nearly 
fubdued. This is the news which you de- 
ftred. 

Soflowitz, Sept. 29, 1747. 



LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

General Stampa quitted this place, on his 
return to Milan, the end of laft week. Con- 
figned to his care, and directed to you, are 
the MSS. for our Padre Paoli, which Count 
Canale had fo repeatedly promiled him. 
And now I am liberated from a commiffion 
which has long lain heavy on my conscience. 

p 4 They 
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They would have been fent much fooner, if 
any lafe conveyance could have been found ; 
but MSS. of which there are no duplicates, 
are of fuch confequence, that it feemed ne- 
ceffarv to meafure my Icruples by the tender 
regard which an author has for his own pro- 
ductions ; fo that I hope to be thanked for 
the delay. 

Muft I fend you the ufual compliments of 
the feafon ? It is the exaCi period for this 
ceremony ; as, by the time this letter ar- 
rives, it will be in general performance 
throughout Chriftendom. But let us not 
contaminate our friendfhip by fuch vulgar, 
worn-out, and infipid forms, which now are 
become a burthen to fociety, and a difjrace 
for real friends to ufe ; they neither excite 
benevolence, nor prevent the coldnels of 
negleCt 1 know that you have no doubt of 
my affe&ion and good withes, and that I am 
lure of yours : fo that without new protelta- 
tions, the whole year is Chriftmas with us, 
reciprocally. 

My annual retrteat into the country for 
near two months, had turned out lo profit- 
able, that I flattered myfelf with the hopes 
of having wholly fubdued mv nervous com- 
plaints, and all the other barbarous enemies 

united 
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united to annoy me ; but the firft cold pre- 
curfors of winter have again driven me near 
the enemy, from whom, however, I cou- 
' rageoufly defend mylelf, hoping at length to 
tire them out. And indeed their affaults 
are lefs frequent and lefs furious than for- 
merly : if I can ftill diminifh their forces a 
little, 1 ihall, in this particular, be content 
with my fate : never expetting a profound 
peace, but a lefs unequal war. 



LETTER V. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

I have attentively read your new paftoral 
fable, and without entering upon a minute 
examination of it, I allure you, with that can- 
dour to which we are mutually accuflomcd, 
that it has plealed me much more than the 
Generous Spartan, in all its parts, except the 
ftyle ; as in that, to own the truth, you ap- 
pear to me fometimes too negligent. You 
will fav, and with great truth, that the in- 
terlocutors fhould {peak a language fuitable 
to their ftation. But I believe, that be- 
tween the language of real and theatrical 

IbephercU, 
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(hephcrds, there Ihould be tiie lame propor- 
tion of difference, as the beft writers ufually 
obferve between real and theatrical princes. 
Human nature is vain, and never pleafed 
with thofe portraits which lower the advan- 
tageous opinions which it forms of itfelf ; 
like thofe beauties, who are unwilling to fit, 
nnlef's to iuch dextrous painters as can draw 
their likenefs, more from the good than bad 
features of their faces ; diminifhing in fome 
with modeft adulation wherever there is 
excels, and adding to others, with the fame 
caution, whatever is wanting to perfeclion. 
Guarini was too fenlible of this weaknefs, 
and meant to flatter it in his celebrated 
Pajiorjido , by the happy pretext of his per- 
fonages being of divine origin, attributing 
to fhepherds the language of philofophers 
and heroes : and by artfully mixing what- 
ever was moft pleafing in the country, moft 
grand in courts, and moft ingenious in the 
lchools, has formed luch a magic compoh- 
tion, as, in ipite of the many poetical canons 
which he dared to violate, has extorted ad- 
miration, not only from his own country- 
men, but the moft polilhed people in every 
other part of Europe. Indeed he has often 
had the addrefs to loften the rigour even of 

inexorable 
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inexorable critics themfelves, who only read 
his work in order to condemn it. 

But fuch feem to me the laws to which it 
is neceffary to fubmit, in order to pleafe by 
imitating nature. How much it may be 
neceffary to change the materials, in order 
' to excite wonder and delight ; and what is 
the difference between imitating nature, and 
nature herfelf, are not fubje&s to be dif- 
cuffed in a fhort letter. Perhaps, fome time 
or other, I may explain myfelf more fully, 
if it Ihould pleafe providence to grant me a 
few quiet days among thofe that are yet in 
ftore (y). 

And now I congratulate myfelf as well as 
you, on your laft production, not only iu 
compliment to my own judgment, but for 
that which experience has here pronounced 
concerning your abilities ; indeed I plainly 
perceive that more curiofity is excited in 
your readers by this competition, than by 
any other of your dramatic writings. 

I am much obliged to your Meffrs. WaJ- 
ther for the favourable opinion they enter- 

( y ) He here, doubtlefs, alludes to his notes on an cx- 
tradt from Ariftotle’s Poetics, which were not published 
till after his deceafe. Sec Zatta’a Edit. Venice, 1783. 
Torn. xvi. And that of Nice, 1786. 

tain 
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tain of my works ; but it is not for me to 
pronounce upon the expediency of the enter- 
prile ; it is their bufinel's to examine how 
the expence of a new imprcfiion of my 
writings will be repaid by the public. There 
are already nine editions at Venice ; there 
are others at Rome, Milan, Naples, and 
Lucca ; and perhaps flill more of which I 
am ignorant. Hence, if this edition is not 
luperior in paper, type, correttnefs, and or- 
naments, it will be confounded in the croud 
of others, which are either very bad, or not 
above mediocrity. 

I have not yet feen the Drefden Boileau ; 
pray lend it by the firft lafe and fpeedy con- 
veyance ; do the fame by Voltaire. But 

what can I lay to fecond your eagernels 
about this new impreflion ? I have but 
few inedited pieces in my polfelfion, and of 
thefe few, fome 1 cannot, and others I ought 
not, to make public. However, I have not 
the heart to refufe granting any requeft of 
yours. I lhall therefore colledl, on your ac- 
count, a fmall number of cantatas of my 
writing, which are limping about in a mi- 
ferablc Rate, that has not been bettered by 
the hands of the lovers of poetry who have 
given them houfe room ; but thefe will not 
i amount 
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amount to above twelve or fourteen. Bo- 
lides this, I lhall take a copy of fomc edi- 
tions of Venice, and fheet by Iheet, corredt 
the errors with which they abound, that 
they may ferve as originals for the new edi- 
tion. But flay ! — This is not all. There 
is an opera intituled Siface, which I wrote 
many years ago, againft my will. I mull 
explain myfelf. Obliged to accommodate a 
very old and imperfedt drama, I began by 
new verifying, and arranging its fcenes ; 
but by changing and changing, there did 
not remain a lingle verfe of the original, and 
very little in the difpolition of the fcenes. 
I never would conlent to legitimate this 
offspring, and yet it has always palled in 
Italy for mine. If 1 can find a copy not 
much disfigured, I lhall corredt this drama, 
and with a Ihort hillorical information to 
the public, add it to the new edition. In 
confideration of the pains I lhall take, I mull 
impofe on you, fome conditions. The firfl 
is, that you will undertake to corredl the 
prefs yourfelf, and in a fhort advertifement 
inform the public of the enormous defedls of 
former editions, and of the advantages of 
the new, without entering at all into the 
ufual panegyrics on the author, for this 

plain 
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plain reafon, that you are too friendly and 
partial a judge for fuch an undertaking. 
In the fecond place, Meflrs. Waither rauft 
convince me of the elegance of their typo- 
graphy, by fending me a proof-lheet, as a 
lpecimen, and lolemnly agree to an exaS 
performance of their promile to the public. 

I rejoice that my Demofoonte is in fiich 
mafterly and friendly hands ; make what 
ule of it you pleafe, as I am certain it will 
receive no injury (z). Oh how I envy your 
vicinity to that mod worthy Count Ar- 
chinto ! I have long rclpefted his merit. 
But during his refidence at this court, he 
infinitely increafed my reverence. Return 
him, I entreat you, my mod humble thanks 
for the benignant remembrance of me which 
he has deigned to prelerve ; alluring him of 
my moll: grateful fentiments and wilhes for 
his health, concerning which I daily fabri- 
cate in my mind a thoul'and finding and 
happy ideas of the time to come. 

(z) Haile was at this time new fetting the opera of 
Demofoonte for the court of Drefden: many of the airs 
were afterwards performed in England by Mingotti, about 
the year 1755, when the admirable Cantalilc : Se tutti i 
mah miei , was conftantly encored during the run of the 
opera. 

I have 
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I have dried up your brain fufficiently for 
to-day ; I will not deprive it of all moifture 
at once. It is well if anv thing more re- 
mains for me to do. Take care of your 
health for your own fake and for that of 
your friends, among whom I claim a dil- 
tindl place, as the efteem and friencllhip is 
diftindl, of yours, &c. 

Vienna, Jan. 27, 1748. 



LETTER VI. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

When you have a favourable oppor- 
tunity, I entreat you to falute, in my name, 
the worthy Count de Richecourt. Though 
I was not able to enjoy his company and 
converfation at Count Canale’s fo often as I 
tvifhed, yet I faw enough of him to con- 
vince me how much he is indebted to nature 
and to himfelf, for his uncommon fhare of 
merit. I am infinitely obliged to him for 
allowing me a place in his remembrance, 
and fliall be extremely indebted to you, if vou 
will try, from time to time, to mingle me 
among the crowd of his other more grave, 
4 ’ uleful, 
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ufeful, or pleafaut ideas. I bear the excels 
Of your efteem forme, as it arifes from the 
excels of your friendlhip, of which I am fo 
anxious, that it fubdues my fhame for owing 
it to a miftake. Continue to love me, but 
without examining the motives. I tremble 
left, at a future time, you lhould meet with 
lbme pious loul or other who, in chriftian 
charity, lhould ftrive to undeceive you. As 
to the ftate of my health, 1 muft confels, that 
my patience is not in perfe<ft equilibrium. 
The journey is long, and philofophy lame. 
I neither know what influence the foul has 
over our machine, nor how it is communi- 
cated, being fubftances of fuch a different na- 
ture ; but I feel in a more lively manner than 
J with, that my own poor little foul pays 
dearly for the decays of its manfion. 

After you have confeffed vourfelf to be 
jealous of me, I know not how- to compoft 
myfelf with your prieftels. I muft recom- 
mend myfelf to Plato, an excellent com- 
forter of hulbands. Pray prefent my com- 
pliments to her platonically. Do not in- 
jure me in her opinion, and allow me, with 
all due reftri&ions, to affure her of my being 
no lefs hers than yours. 

Vienna, F«-b. 3, 1748. 

The 
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The two following letters would not have 
been inferted, had it not been imagined, that 
fuch readers as intereft themfelves in the dra- 
matic works of Metaftatio, would be curious 
to know his own ideas concerning their 
performance. — Thefe letters, at leaft, may be 
of ufe, not only to the directors and perform- 
ers of the individual drama of Demofoonte , 
but of operas in general. 



LETTER VII. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

Oh great Pafquini ! Great Pafquini ! Shew 
me my plan however, that I may not cenfure 
you for my own blunders. If you a Ik me 
how I intended the fituations of my Demo- 
foonte to be difpofed in the theatre, and how 
I ihould have arranged them if I had direct- 
ed the whole myfelf, it was proper that I 
lhould write to you what you mention. If 
you aik me who fhould be placed on the 
right hand, and who on the left, I mud tell 
you I never meant to regulate that by the 
dignity of the perfonages, but by the conve- 
nience and neceffity of the aCtion. Ajud if, 
vol. J, 0_ iu 
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in favour of fuch convenience and neceffity, 
the fuperior perfonages chance to be on the 
left of the inferior, they may be refpedted and 
diftinguilhed in various ways; for example: 
by being a little forwarder on the ftage than 
the reft, or being fituated in the middle of 
the ftage and facing the audience, while the 
fubaltern charadlcrs are further on the ftage, 
with their tides to the audience and faces to- 
wards the principal perfonages. And in- 
deed by a thoufand other expedients they 
may be diftinguiftied, without having the 
right fide of the ftage affigned to them. If 
further, in purfuing this fubjedf, you fliould 
alk what characters have a right to exadt re- 
fpedl, w hether Dircea from Creu/a, or Creufa 
from Dircea , I thou Id tell you Dircea, as an 
undifeovered Princefs, owes to Creufa all 
thofe manifeftations of refpedt which are due 
from private individuals to perlons of royal 
condition. But for heaven’s fake explain to 
me, if you can, w hy you think relpedt is 
fhewn to the principal perfonages by their 
always occupying the right fide of the ftage? 
I could give more reafons againft it than 
thole already mentioned, if I had time to 
write them. I have explained inyfelf on 
this lubjedt to Baron Dielcau, and to Signor 

Hafte, 
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Hafife, though more concifely, as he is a pro- 
feffional man. You are right, however, in 
fuppofing that Dtrcea thou Id take place, upon 
the Rage, of Creufa. Yet, in my opinion, 
wholly wrong in imagining that the right 
fide is always the poll: of honour. 

But before the arrival of this letter, I hope 
you will be convinced by what I have writ- 
ten to Baron Diefcau. 

Vienna, Feb. 16th. 1748. 



LETTER VIII. 

TO BARON DIESCAU, AT DRESDEN. 

It is a great miftake, in my opinion, to 
imagine that the right or left fide of the 
Rage determines the pre-eminence of theatri- 
cal charadlers. Thefe places ought to be oc-. 
cupied according to the neccffity of the ac- 
tors. It is necelfary, for example, that the 
a£tor ffiould be near the perfon to whom he 
would fpeak, or whom he would detain, af- 
fault, defend, or tranfaift any kind of bufinels 
with, that would be difficult or ridiculous to 
perform in any other fituation. Wherever 
a great perfonage happens to be, will become 
the principal place; he may, however, indi- 

CL2 cate 
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cate his fuperiority by being a little forward- 
er on the ftage than his inferiors, which will 
be a lefs equivocal diftin&ion than the right 
hand, which has varied and changes its fig- 
nification, according to the caprice of differ- 
ent ages and nations. Upon thefe princi- 
ples, in fpite of the old praftife of our thea- 
tres, I have always regulated the performance 
of my dramas, efpecially Demofoontc ; which 
may be feen in a regular plan laid down and 
tranfmitted to the abate Pafquini, at his re- 
queft, but a few days ago. 

I hope, Sir, that the readinefs of my peri- 
lous obedience, will at lead: fecure me the 
honour of your patronage, for which I moft: 
humbly fupplicate (a). 

Vienna, Feb. 2i, 1748. 



LETTER IX. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI, AT TURIN. 

To day, in contention with this letter, the 
Marquis della Rofea fet off for Turin; we 
fhall fee who will arrive firft. I would not 
confide it to him, that you might have two 

(a) Baron Diefcau was long fuperintendant of the lyric 
theatre of the electoral king of Poland, Auguftus III. 

3 mementos 
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mementos of me, inftead of one. He will 
tell how much I love and efteem you ; and 
do you allure him, of the indelible traces of 
veneration and affedion which he has left 
imprefled in my mind, and try to preferve 
him in that benevolent and partial difpofition 
towards me, which he manifefted at his de- 
parture. 

I wilhed very much to fecond your hint 
concerning the lubjed of a fonnet, but my 
mules at prefent are troubled with hyfteric 
^ffedions; however, we will think of it 
when they become more tradable, 

Vienna, April a8th. 174S. 

LETTER X. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

I have here the Ipecimens which M. Wal- 
ther the printer has communicated; and 
Ihould do well to fay no more. But if you 
wilh to fatten him, you may fay, that I am 
extremely occupied , and cannot pojjibly dijpofe of 
tnyfelf ; nor indeed dare I hope for leifure fuffici- 
ent to fecond the generous partiality of Signor 
Walt her, to 'whom I beg you to make due ac-> 
bnou’ledgcments on my behalf. 

0^3 Know, 
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Know, that Semiramide is exalted to the 
ftars, thanks to the excellence of the per- 
formers, and the magnificence of the decora- 
tions, in fpite of a n archvandalian mufic, which 
is infupportable. The Teji has adted in a 
manner that has furpril'ed me and every hu- 
man creature in Vienna. Venturin't and 
Amorevoli have pleafed extremely. Monti- 
celli has been much admired. Lenzi and the 
Favaglini have done wonders. In Ihort, it is 
one of the moll magnificent fpedtacles which 
can be prefented by a fovereign. The moft 
rigid matrons, the moft ancient and virtuous 
minifters, and prelates, compofe the moft: 
numerous and partial part of the audience. 

June 29th. 1748. 

This opera, the firft which had been per- 
formed at the imperial court, fmee the death 
of the emperor Charles VI. was reprefented 
in celebration of the peace, concluded at Aix 
la Chapelle. Monticelli and Amorevoli, who 
were in England from 1741, to 1746, after 
going thence to Venice, went from that city 
to Vienna, in order to perform on this occa- 
fion. The opera of Semiramide , which had 
been originally fet by Vinci for Rome, in 
1729, and afterwards by Porpora for Venice, 

f 735- 
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T 735’ was now new ^* et by t ^ ie celebrated Bo- 
noncini, who at near ninety years of age, was 
invited from Paris on the occafion. 

No poem feems to have been produced by 
our author this year, except a very fliort 
compliment, by order of the emprels queen, 
on the birth-day of the emperor Francis the 
firlt, which was pronounced with mulic, at 
feven years old, by the arch-duke Jofeph, af- 
terwards emperor. It was fet by Reutter, 
at that time the imperial Maeftro di capella. 

» COMPLIMENT o. 

Di quanto a si gran giorno 

Son debitors, Augujlo Padre, intendo : 

Ma non fo dirk. Ah voglia il del c he in breve 
Lo dican I'opre : e che ritrovi il mondo 
In quel che far desio 
Il fuo ben, la tua gloria, e il dover mie. 

, Sm la mia fronts intanto 
FiJJa il pater no ciglio : 

E leggi il cor d'un figlio, 

Che non Ji fa fpiegar. 

Ma, che per or ha il vanto 
Di rifpettarti al mcno : 

Ma, che comprende a pieno 
Quanto ti deve amar . 

The fentiments of this little poem bear all 
the marks of delicacy and propriety, which 

■Q.4 fo 
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fo eminently charade rize the encomiaftic 
productions of our aulic bard. They breathe 
no adulation that could lhame the parent, or 
degrade the ion. 

How much I owe to this great day, 

Oh Parent moft auguft, I under Hand, 

Though utt’rance to my thoughts I cannot give. 
May heav’n ere long, let actions for me fpeak. 
And all mankind difeover how I wilh 
Their good, the glory of my fire, and well 
To pradtice cv’ry duty of my Hate, 

Till when, let fond paternal eyes 
With fix'd regard my face behold. 

And read my heart, which vainly tries 
Its tender feelings to unfold. 

Happy, this day, refpedt to (hew 
To him whofe looks fuch love infpire; 

Till time more ample means beftow 
Of rev’rence to fo great a fire. 



LETTER XI. 

TO THE. ABATE PASQUINI. ' 

While I was preparing to anfwer your let- 
ter of the 1 3th inft. a parcel arrives from the 
fecretary of legation at this court, with an- 
other letter from you, dated the 1 7th, and with 
it two pleafmg cantatas : Lavinia & Didone j 

a very 
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a very ingenious and beautiful anfwer to my 
Palinodia to Nice; and two ferenatas. I am 
glad that an equivoque has produced me the 
pleafure of your two compofitions, with • 
which you know I cannot but be pleafed. 
At the fame time, however, I muft confefs 
that I feel mortified. Vanity is the natural 
defeat of us poor poets. And mine became 
exceflive, in reflecting that a perfon of fuch 
high rank (^), able to write verfes in fuch a 
manner as to make us all afhamed, had not 
difdained to number me in the croud of her 
juft admirers. But it does not become me 
to enquire into this myftery. I venerate her, 
clip the wings of my vain glory, and haften 
to fpeak my fentiments. You have known 
me long, and know that the court in which 
I was born, and this in which I have refided 
twenty years, have not taught me the lan- 
guage of adulation. So that what I write, 
are not unmeaning words of courfe. 

Know then, that without your folemn 
proteftations, and coincident aflertions of 

(i) The daughter of the Emperor Charles VII. after- 
wards Eleftrice of Saxony, who, at the deceafe of her con- 
fort, quitting politics, attached herfelf to mufic and poetry ; 
wrote operas in Italian, fet them to mufic, and performed in 
them herfelf, in perfon. See Germ • Tour , and Hiji. of 
Mufc, . vol. iv. p. 5bo. 

other 
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other people to whom I cannot refufe giving 
credit, I fhould never have been able to im- 
agine that a young princefs fhould be able to 
write, and in a foreign language, fuch excel- 
lent poetry. In the two cantatas, not only 
the delicate arrangement of the thoughts, 
the connexion of ideas, the fele£tion of words, 
the harmony of the verfe, and the tendcr- 
nefs of expreflion, are admirable; but what 
furprifes me ftill more, is a certain artful fa- 
cility, which mere natural talents never fur- 
nilh ; for here a firmnefs of pulfe appears, 
which is only to be acquired by long and la- 
borious application. Now how is it poftible 
to imagine, that fuch painful means fhould 
ever have been put in praflice, by a perfon, 
who, from the eminence of her ftation, can 
have fa few moments to herfelf ? 

I am impatient to receive the other com- 
pofitions which you promife me ; and hence- 
forth you may be certain of having an im- 
portunate folicitor on your back ; for I fhall 
never let you reft: in peace till I obtain from 
your friendlhip every thing of this kind that 
you can lay your hands on, unlefs prevented 
by an abfolute prohibition. 

I congratulate you on your two ferenatas, 
but on the Orfeo more than the Plotina. In 

the 
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the firfl, the fubjedt being more poetical, has 
more inflamed your imagination than the 
other. 

Vienna, Jan. 25, 1749. 



LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Will my dear Abate never become an 
ceconomift? With , the precious merchan- 
dize with which you all at once oppreflfed 
me in your letter of the 3d inftant, you might 
have been able to feed my poetical vanity 
for whole years, however infatiable it may 
be. That a princcfs placed by providence 
fo much above the generality of mortals, 
fhould deign to fuffer the produdlions of her 
admirable talents to be feen by me j that with 
a fovereign and precious command the thould 
put it out of all doubt, from what fublime 
fource my enviable fortune came; and that 
fuch a srlorious motive for me Ihould be af- 

O 

figned for fuch condelcCnfion ; are all fuper- 
abundant temptations, fufficient to render 
cynic indifference ambitious, and to difturb 
ftoic infenfibility. But that fhe fliould pufh 
. her 
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her generofity lb far as to affign to me her 
own happy gifts, is a circumftance which 
juftifies what 1 have formerly written : 

Che una fpecie di tormento 
E Veccejfo del piaccr (c), 

I have read, and fhall often rpad again, the 
fir ft adt of Demctrio, and am unable to defcribe 
to you the pleafure I have had in feeing one 
of my own children corrected of all natural 
defefts, and ornamented with fuch qualities 
as the poverty of the parent could never be- 
ftow. I lhould be proud of its prelent mag- 
nificent appearance, if I did not recolleft 
how many rivers, in their courfe, are increas- 
ed bv confluent waters, and enriched bv gold, 
which they never derive from their niggard 
Source. I)o you my dear Pal'quini, who have 
not fo many motives of confufien as I, luf- 
tain your frichid in this dilemma ; take his 
place, and reprefent for me to this beneficent 
and royal prote&refs, the fentiments of vene- 
ration, gratitude and wonder, which I feel 
too forcibly for expreflionj and if you believe 
that my Supplications can be of any efficacy, 
unite them with your own, and with thole 

(r) One fpccies of torment is the exccfs of pleafure, 
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of the whole poetic family, that the terrible 
threat may never be put in pra&ice, of de- 
priving Pamafius of fo illuftrious a votary. 

Reprefent likewile, I entreat you, with 
the moft profound refpedt, how much 1 feel 
myfelf honoured by the clemency of the 
royal ele&oral prince, and recommend me as 
much as poftible to his patronage. Tell him 
that in obedience to his commands, which 
are fo glorious for me, I have already begun 
the revifal of my Attilio Regolo (</), and as 
foon as finhhed, it (hall be configned to the 
care of the Saxon minifter at this court, for 
its greater fecurity and difpatch. Happy 
will it be for me, if this my offspring is al- 
lowed, in my (lead, to pay its court to a prince 
fo worthy of univerlal admiration! And do 
you intercede, that my Attilio may never 
again return to Vienna, as it cannot obtain, 
in other hands, greater glory or prote&ion. 

I am very fenfible that you are the favour- 
able wind, which collects on my head this 
(hower of royal favour; think then how 
grateful this muft be to my heart, and how 
much it muft encreafe in me that fmcere and 

(</) This opera, written in 1740, was prevented from 
being performed, by the death of the emperor Charles VI. 

tender 
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tender regard which I fhall never ceafe to 
feel for you. 

P. S. In fending my letters to the port, 
I have been put in pofleffion of another par- 
cel from you, containing the fecond a6l of 
Demetrio, and a cantata. In fpite of hurry, 
I have twice run through this laft. Oh poor 
Pafquini ! and poor me ! If fovereigns write 
fuch excellent poetry, what is to become of 
us wretched plebeian bards ! 

Vienna, Feb. 5th, 1749. 



LETTER XIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Loaded with the applaufe and efteem of 
the whole city and court, our moft amiable 
Venturini fets off on his return to Drefden; 
and carries with him my Attilio Reg ole, in 
order to be prefented to his royal highnefs 
the electoral prince of Saxony. 

Since my laft letter, having fpoken to my 
moft auguft patronefs, I have obtained pater- 
nal and defpotic power over my Attilio-, fo 
that I now completely enjoy the enviable 
felicity of being able to offer this fmall tri- 
bute to fuch a great and enlightened prince, 
who deigns to be fo unlimitedly my protec- 
tor. 



I 



( 239 ) 

tor. Let him lock it up in the fecret recef- 
fes of his cabinet; expofe it to viciflitudes of 
the flage; or gratify the curiofity of the pub- 
lic, by printing it, I ftiall always regard its 
fate as happy to what ever ufe it lhall be 
deftined by the arbitration of fuch a prince. 
Certain that my name and writings have 
fometimes the fupreme glory to occupy his 
thoughts, I eagerly feize this opportunity of 
laying at his feet this fmall teftimony of my 
fubmiffion and impatient gratitude. The 
gift is unworthy of him, 

AV chi poco it vi dia da imputar fom 
Se quanto pojjo dar tutto vi dono. 

“ If all I can beftow I freely give, 

“No blame is due for gift diminutive. 

Though deceived by friendfhip yourfelf, 
you did wrong to deceive his highnefs with 
refpeft to the merit of Jfttilio j take care 
however to continue the deceit. The un- 
deceiving would now coft: too much to him 
who is ever yours. 

Vienna, Feb. 26th. 1749. 
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LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your letter of the i jth of laft month, 
has really comforted me, with the certainty 
that you did not take amifs the liberty with 
which I treated your Canzone. But I was 
to blame for doubting it. You know me 
fufficiently to be certain, that criticil'm from 
me can flow from nothing but true friend - 
fliip. 1 know too that you afk my opinion, 
not as is generally done, to procure praife, 
but to be more certain, by the vote of one in 
the trade. And I fhould feel guilty of treach- 
ery, if I did not wholly open my heart, even 
at the rilk of dilpleafing you. So that I 
place among your moll confiderable merits, 
that exemplary docility which you poflels, 
and which is fo uncommon to poets. 

And, in return, you fhould not forget to 
number among mine, the heroil'm with 
which I undertake to obey you, when in ex- 
amining your works, I rifk the cruel alter- 
native, cither of deceiving, or offending you. 
But I lee how you think on thefe fubje&s, fo 

that 



that I may venture to ufe that freedom with 
you which I could not do with others. 

Vienna, March I, 1749. 



LETTER XV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I am enchanted with the 3d a£l of De- 
metrio , which arrived with your laft letter. 
It feems to me as if the beneficent hand 
which has undertaken to enrich me, has 
been frill more prodigal in this gift, than in 
either of the former. My dear Abate, if I 
was lefs fearful of being fufpedled of adula- 
tion, 1 friould enlarge more on this fubjedh 
But the enormous diftance between the 
writer and the encomiaft, will but too much 
authorize fufpicion. However, I cannot 
contain myfelf fo entirely, as not to confefs, 
candidly, that 1 had never believed it pof- 
fible, to meet with fo formidable a rival in 
the fplendid buftle of a court. But this is 
all entre nous. In the fortunate moments 
that you will be allowed to fpeak to this in- 
comparable Princefs, forget not to make 
known what I think of her talents ; you 
vol. 1. r cannot 
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cannot fay half To much as I think, nor Co 
little, perhaps, as not to offend. As my im- 
mediate plenipotentiary, your commiflion 
extends no further than to implore her royal 
patronage, and to reprefent, in every point 
of view, my profound veneration. 

Would to lieaven my Attilio, with all his 
father’s defeats on his head* may afford his 
Electoral Highnefs a moment’s amulement, 
in return for the many favours with which 
his clemency has deigned to honour me. I 
recommend the poor pilgrim to your care : 
{hew him the road, inftru6t, recommend, 
conduct, and let him, through your means, 
enjoy all the rights of hofpitality. I know 
not whether he has more claims to favour 
than his brothers ; but he has certainly coil 
me the moft pains in educating ; and is lels 
deficient in that folidity, which, though they 
never arrived at it, I endeavoured to pro- 
cure for them all. 

I congratulate you on your beautiful ode 
on Count Bruhl. It has really furprifed 
me, as I was ignorant of your powers in the 
Pindaric ftyle. It is majeftic, fpirited, rich 
in thoughts and images, and full of the fire 
and fancy which characterize that {pecies of 
compolition. In fhort, it teems to me, as if 

your 
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your Mecaenus ought to be pleafed with his 
Horace. I am much obliged by your com- 
' munication of it, and wiih you a long en- 
joyment of that juvenile vigour which fuch 
enterprifes require. 

It is very true that I have not only once, 
but many times, entreated various perfons 
to remind the worthy Count Vacherbart of 
my ancient reverence and attachment to 
his perfon. I learned to refpeft him from 
the firft moment of my arrival at this court, 
where he then refided ; and the univerfal 
opinion of his lingular merit, which has 
lince increafed, makes me proud of my 
fagacity. 

I wilh you much better health than you 
enjoyed when you wrote your lall letter. 
Africa weeps, my dear Pafquini (e), and 
Italy does not fmile : let us enjoy the few 
tranquil days which are hill allowed us by 
providence, and tolerating the prefent evils, 
hope for future good. 

Vienna, March 8, 1749. 

(f) This fcems to allude to the infults which the Italian 
States had received, at this time, from the Algerines; who, 
with a fleet of eleven (hips, had alarmed the coaft of Naples, 
intending to ferae the King in the ifle of Porcida, where 
he was hunting. 
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LETTER XVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

1 have ijreat occafion for vour affiftance, 
but much more for your counfel. And as 1 
have no realon to think that you will deny 
me either, I fhall proceed to bufinefs with- 
out preface. 

You will remember, or if you fhould not, 
the annexed memorial will remind you, that 
I loft an office in the kingdom of Naples, 
to which I had been appointed by the Em- 
peror Charles VI. All others under the 
fame circumftances, at the peace, fet about 
recovering their rights ; I only remained 
tranquil, not being animated to any fuch 
hope by the general tenor of my perverfe 
fortune. But all my friends, from whom 
my vanity could not conceal the innumerable 
favours with which I had been honoured by 
the clemency of your princes, have loudly 
and unanimoufly cenfured my indolence, in 
not applying to fuch powerful patrons, who 
might, with fo much probability of fuccefs, 
favour my petition to the Queen of the two 
Sicilies. Not being able to refift thefe re- 

monftrances. 
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monftrances, I have drawn up the inclofed 
memorial. Now begins your miniftry, as 
counfellor and commiffary. 

As counfellor therefore, read, and confi- 
der both the letter and memorial ; examine 
impartially, whether the juftice of my caufe 
deferves pity and proteStion. Tell me if it 
appears to you that I may fafely implore the 
aftiftance of thcfe royal perfonages, without 
appearing what I am not, a mercenary 
man ; but in this fecond difcuflion, it is 
necelfary I fhould alfure you, that when I 
thought of doing myiclf the honour of lay- 
ing my Attilio at the feet of the Electoral 
Prince, I never dreamed of my loft place in 
the kingdom of Naples. You know me 
well enough to believe this ; but that is not 
fufficient. My protestors muft likewife be- 
lieve it; for I prifce their good opinion much 
more than all the wealth of Croefus. Exa- 
mine, laftly, whether, without repugnance, 
your court would undertake to fupport my 
claims on that of Naples. If, on inquiry, 
you think the attempt improper, be lilent, 
never mention the bufmefs, and I fhail be 
indebted to you for your advice. If, how- 
ever, you are of a different opinion, you 
then become m v commiffary. 
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In that cafe, throw yourfelf at the feet of 
their Royal Highneffes, explain the affair, 
and my want of protection ; implore their a f- 
fiftance ; procure melikewife, by their means, 
that of the King and Queen ; requeft the coun- 
fel and affiftance of his excellence Count Vach- 
erbart ; folicit recommendations, which will 
be more efficacious, the fooner they are pro- 
cured. Vifit, fpeak, write, and, in fhort, 
do every thing for me that I fhould do for 
you, in fimilar circumflances. I received no 
letter from you to-day, but flatter myfelf 
that Want of health has not occafioned your 
filence. \ Continue to love me, however 
troublelome I may be. 

i Vienna, March 15, 1749. 

LETTER XVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

By your moff welcome letter of the 10th 
inftant, as well as by one from our dear 
Venfurini, I am allured of the gracious re- 
ception of my pilgrim, Attilio, by his Elec- 
toral highngfs. I did not doubt of his cle- 
mency ; but confels, that I was very anxious 

for 
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for letters to confirm it ; as, befides the re- 
verence due to a perfonage who unites to 
his eminent ftation fo many virtues and 
accomplilhments, I had conceived for him, 
after being prefented to him at Vienna, a 
certain affe£lion, which I fhould call love, 
if I knew how to reconcile that word with 
refpeft as well in my letter as in my heart. 
You, by long habit, will underftand me ; 
therefore try, in proper time and place, to 
explain my meaning. 

The thought of my laft tirefome packet 
arriving in an evil hour, juft when you were 
on the point of holding a ferious conference 
with the good fon of Maja, vexes me ex- 
tremely. If I was as much a prophet as a 
poet, I ftiould not have been guilty of lo 
great a blunder. Pardon, and pity me, for 
weakly giving way to the cries of my friends, 
fo far as to undertake an application, to 
which I felt a prefaging repugnance. At 
prelent, I muft write to our dear Venturini, 
which will be Ibme relief to you. Commu- 
nicate to him my letters, and the whole 
bufinefs. Decide together on the propriety 
of the application, and if it is agreed on, 
beg him to do every thing for me, that you 
would wifli him to do for yourfelf. Adding 
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to the information, that the Marquis Malaf- 
pina, the prime minifter at Naples, has al- 
ways" manifefted a .partiality for me ; if, 
therefore, he fhould be deemed a fit inftru- 
ment to fecond the principal impulfe, forget 
not to make ule of him. 

I doubt not, but that powerful divinity, - 
whole votary you are, will take as much 
care of your frame, as he has hitherto done 
of your genius. However, I am impatient 
to know from yourfelf the effects of his pa- 
tronage. Gratify my affectionate fbllcitude, 
and fail not to let me know the progrels ot 
our fuit. 

Vienna, March 22, 1749. 



LETTER XVIII. 

- TO THE SAME. 

Last Saturday evening, after 1 had 
written and fent my letter to the port, 
your’s of th& 17th inftant was brought to 
me, and with it the copy of his excellency 
Count Vachebart’s note. I could not then, 
to my great affliction, acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of them, for want of time ; but to- 
day. 
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day, having more leifure, I perceive myfelf 
in a worfe condition, for want of an honeft: 
excufe for my filence. Indeed this new and 
authentic teftimony, of the extraordinary 
goodnefs with which the Electoral Prince 
and Princefs honour me and my works, has 
fo agitated my mind, that I am totally 
unable to write. I have no power to ex- 
prel's the extraordinary emotions of vain- 
glory, confufion, gratitude, reverence, and 
many other effe&s, which 1 feel on this oc- 
caiion. They are fuch temptations, my 
dear Abate, as would difturb the modera- 
tion of the mod tranquil Lyceum, as well 
as the ftormy Parnaffus. Think of my 
honour ; reprefent me luch as I ought to be, 
for it may not be to my advantage were you 
to delcribe me fuch as I am. However, in 
the midfl: of this delight, I am fufficiently 
realonable to perceive, from the ftyle, the 
part which the mod worthy writer has had 
in procuring me royal favour, and with how 
much pleafure he communicates it. Ex T 
plain to him, in my name, the lenfibility 
with which 1 perceive the obligation? I have 
to his zeal. 

Vienna, March 26, 1749. 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have not leifure for a long anfwer to 
your letter of the 24th; but I (hall haften 
toiatisfy your doubts ; for the office required, 
will become more difficult to obtain, as the 
prefent circumftances of the peace become 
more diftant. The following, therefore, are 
the particulars you wifti to know previous 
to your application to Count Vacherbart. 
The place then, of which I demand the 
reftitution, was not conferred on any other - 
perfon, to my knowledge, at Vienna. This 
charge was eftimated at a thoufand Neapo- 
litan ducats per annum ; but I am unable to 
inform you whether it llill retains its value. 
The King of Naples has reftored all |the 
confifcated places to fuch as have proved a 
valid title ; and fuch is furely mine, having 
received it in lieu of a falary agreed on, but 
not paid. Whether any have been reftored, 
that were free-gifts at Vienna, I know not. 
Remember that the Marquis Malalpina, will 
ftippiy information and i'econd endeavours, 
but will not be the firft mover. The chief 

force 
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force muft have come from higher powers. 
And an office de communibus is not fufficient. 
If you difcover rocks, flop immediately. 
A zephyr will not fuffice for our navigation, 
we muft have a brifk gale. I rejoice moft 
heartily at your recovery. 

Vitnna, March 29, 1749. 



LETTER XX. 

TO THE SAME. 

I acknowledge, in great hafte, the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 7th inftant, and 
beg that the reafons may ceale which pre- 
* vented your anfwering mine. The Marquis 
Malafpina has not told you a fingle circum- 
, ftance of which I had not previoufly appriied 
you. If my affair could have been adjudged 
in a court of juftice, I fhould not have ap- 
plied to luch great protestors. My receiver- 
Jhip was not granted as a compenjation for 
merit ; it was an equivalent for a portion of 
promifed /alary, not ajjigned. I alked four 
thoufand florins, the fum allowed Apoftolo 
Zeno ; three only were granted, and, for 
excufe, it was faid that the exchequer could 
be charged with no more ; but it was pro- 
mifed to be made up to me by fome other 
1 • means. 
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means. Hence the proteflion relied on the 
proverb : that unpaid merit may pal's for 
ready money. Nor do I well know how a 
court of juftice could be called on to enforce 
l'uch promifes of reward; though, inequity, 
■the refufal would have a bad appearance. 
But thele are all reveries, to which your letter 
led me ; they fhall be written however, 
iince you w ifh it, to Count Richecourt, 
though l muft confeis that I do not approve 
vour plan. We duly advance into the 
croud of human wants, anti yet you would 
renounce, in a great mcalure, the means of 
fupplving them. But enough of this. If 
the tiling is refolved, all counfel is vain. 
Addio, dear Pafquini. 

Vienna, April ia, 



LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

By your kind letter of the 24th inflant, 
I perceive with what zeal the Elefloral 
Prince Royal has undertaken to patronize 
my pretenlions. Upon fo lolid a foundation, 
I feem authorized to build great hopes ; and 
if thele fhould fad, there will always remain 
the glorious remembrance of a patronage, 
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which does me fo much honour. I entreat 
you, my dear Abate, in fome dextrous mo- 
ment, to reprefent to this royal proteblor, 
how much my relpeft is increaied by his be- 
nevolence. Nor forget to atteft to his ex- 
cellence Count Vacherbart, how fincerely I 
acknowledge myfelf indebted to him, for the 
royal propenfity towards me, which his ex- 
ample has procured. I have no doubt, but 
that the fear of precedent will be pleaded 
againft me. But againft this objection, fe- 
veral expedients are iuggefted in my memo- 
rial. 

Vienna, April 26, 1749. 



LETTER XXII. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Your very kind letter of the 2d of May 
delerved no cenfurc, I know how affcdlion- 
ately you wilhed to keep the corrcfpondence 
alive, without writing merely for the lake 
of writing, contrary to ftipulation. Nor is 
your letter lb empty as you .pretend. The 
affurances of your having difeovered how 
fincerely the Marquis della Rocca, and Count 
Ormea loved me ; and your interpretations 

of 
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of the moft amiable Madame del Bene, are 
very plaufable materials and occafions for a 
letter, without any other legal pretext. Re- 
turn aloud, in my name, to the two firft, the 
moft tender and refpectful acknowledg- 
ments ; proteft to the third, in a more mo- 
deft tone, but not lefs expreflive, how fenfi- 
blc I am of the honour which Ihe is pleafed 
to confer on me. 

You are much miftaken if you fuppofc 
me to be an enthufiaftic colle&or of Antiques. 
I have none in my pofleflion, except a few 
for common uie. My purfe and patience 
are engaged in more neceflary works. It 
would be infupportable to me, if I were 
conftantly in the hands of impoftors. I 
■would give the whole mufeurn Florentinum, 
for ibme little piece of excellent modern 
workmanftiip, which has neither undergone 
the examination of that nor any other aca- 
demy. You fee how capricious my poetics 
are, by this confeflion. Count Canale falutes 
you cordially. I beg you will not forget to 
recommend me to the orifons of your 
prieftefs, and believe me moft conftantly 
yours. 

Vienna, May 28, 1749. 

END OF THE FIFTH SECTION. 
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SECTION VI. 



LETTER. I. 

TO FARINELLI. 

A thousand bleffings light on, my admi- 
rable Gemello ! Your letter of the 28th of 
January has generoufly aftonilhed our poor 
Migliavacca, with the gift of 300 Ungheri. 
It was with the greatefi: difficuly that he 
could believe it real. He knew he did not 
merit any fuch fum, though he was in fuch ex- 
treme want of it, that he ablolutely thought 
it to have been miraculoufly lent, by the holy 
King David, the protestor of poets. It has 
given me infinite pleafure to think mylelf, in 
fome meafure, the inftrument which provi- 
dence has ufed in fuccouring this poor man; 
andftill more, that the rumour of fuch uncom- 
mon generofity does fo much honour to my 
dear twin brother. Migliavacca will not be 
filent; and I have filled both the city and 
court with the ftory. I have every day the 
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fatisfadlion of being called upon by perform 
of the higheft diftindfion, to confirm the 
fadt, and confequently of being required to 
repeat the narration, and of oblerving what 
univerfal jufiice is done you. How happv it 
makes me to perceive that we think alike. 
There are thoufands and thoulands of old 
and new realons to prove that ,you have 
done ris[ht. The world will not foon forget 
to ("peak of you. 

I am glad the Armida placata pleafes you, 
and I believe, under your diredlion, that it 
cannot fail of luccefs. To fatisfy you with 
refpedt to the embellifhments at the end, 
which you l'eem to wilh, I have two expe- 
dients ; thel'e I have pointed out to Miglia- 
vacca, and when he has executed them in 
die manner agreed on, I will, as ulual, lend 
a hand, in order that you may be ferved as 
you ought. In one of thefe expedients, it 
is propolcd, by the power of enchantment, 
to introduce into the texture of the drama, 
the court of Apollo or the Sun, according 
to your wilh. But as the deftrudfion of the 
enchantment is necefiary to Ae cataftrophe 
of the opera, the laft eigh/ or ten verfes 
mull be recited in the natural grove which 
was feen at the beginning of the piece. 

3. " And 
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And with this I know not whether you will 
be fatisfied. A fimilar expedient was, how- 
ever, received with applaufe in my Sogno di 
Scipione. Another method of introducing a 
magnificent feene with whatever machinery 
you may wifh, is to have a Licenza , or 
compliment at the end, wholly detached 
from the texture of. the drama appro- 
priating the whole feftival to a name-day, 
or birth-day, of fome royal perfonage. In 
this cafe, the adfion may beterminatedwithout 
being maimed : and the feene changed to 
the Palace of the Sun, with as much fplendor 
and magnificence, as you pleafe. Here our 
mafter Apollo, angry with the Mufes, and the 
Genii their followers, with which the mar 
chine will be filled, in a pompous recitative 
and air, will tell them, he wonders ex- 
tremely that being engaged to ling the 
prailes of the Gods of Manfanare *, they 
fhould lofe their time in reprefenting the 
madnefs of Rinaldo and Armida. And com- 
manding them all, upon pain of excommu- 
nication, to follow him inftantly and begin 
the work : the Mufes and Genii, imme- 
diately rifing from their feats on the ftage, 
in order to obev him, form a magnificent 



* Tho river, on the banks of which Madrid is built. 
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dance to the harmony of a full chorus, 
wifhing the audience a good night. In this 
expedient it is neither neceflary that the 
performance fhould be on a name or birth- 
pay. The Licenza, or farewel, may be 
contrived to ferve for any other common 
day, as every day is proper to pay relpeft to 
the fovereign of a couf t. For my own part, 
I fhould not hefitate a moment, my dear 
Farinelli, to adopt this fecond method : as 
the firft, to mv conception, would always 
appear like a wen, or tail added to the fes- 
tival, which does not fit, and lpoils the 
cataftrophe ; and at laft, to thefe disadvan- 
tages, muft be added that of returning all' 
orrido Bo/co*, for the final verfes. Oh, but 
Say you, if the firft manner is So bad, why 
propole, write, and corredl it ? Softly, Softly, 
my mailer. In the firft place, if you will 
abSolutelv adopt it, there would be no herefy 
in it worthy of the inquifition. And, Se- 
condly, I muft have convinced you, that^if, 
unluckily, every thing is not arranged to 
your mind, it is not for want of pains, but 
literally from the impoflibility of the enter- 
prise. Migliavacca will Send you, by the 

* 7i the btrrid wood. — The final chorus of the opera- 
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next poft, what has been doing; and, fi- 
nally, I return to the charge of recom- 
mending to you the choice of the fecond ex- 
pedient for a Licertza. 

When, in the name of wonder, will my 
blcfied picture arrive; Prince Trivulzi every 
port affures me, that you ought to have re- 
ceived it by this time. We fhall fee whe- 
ther my evil genius’will not purfue, even my 
portrait. 

1 do not remind you of the Neapolitan af- 
fair, as it would be an injury to your fricnd- 
fhip to imagine it wanted a flimulus. If 
ever it fhould fucceed, I fhall make fuch a 
noife about it, that, for your fovereign’s glory 
and your own, it fhall extend to China. 

You flatter my vanity too much in mak- 
ing me hope that my writings fdmetimes 
obtain the approbation of fo enlightened a 
princefs, as your royal miftrefs. Such 
temptations as thcfe would vanquifh the 
moderation of the molt humble and refigned 
philofopher. Think then what a tumult 
they muff raife in the breaft of a poet ! Do 
you, my dear Gemello, who thanks to the 
Angular talents with which providence has 
furnifhed you, have the fupreme happinefs 
of approaching her throne, implore for me 
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l"o great a patronage ; and in letting her know 
that I am not a {h anger to the praifes of her 
numerous royal qualities, try to obtain for 
me the fovereign influence of her favour. 

My nofe and my health are extremely 
thankful to you for having thought of them. 
They ought in gratitude to be both em- 
ployed in your fervice ; yet I own myfelf at 
a lofs how to ufe the firft: with any hope of 
giving you pleafure. — But ftav — I will fad- 
die it with a huge pair of Ipeftacles every 
time I write to you, though hitherto I have 
had no occaiion for them. 

All the ladies whom you falute, return 
your falutations, but particularly the countefs 
of Althan. The poor countefs of Fouchs is 
Hill flruggling with a terrible cough, which 
had reduced her to a fkeleton. At prefent 
her life is not in immediate danger, but her 
recover}' will, inevitably, be very flow. By 
this time you muft be fufficiently tired. 
Pray love me in exchange for the friendfhip, 
cffeem, and affedfion, which I {hall ever re- 
tain for you. 

Vienna, March 8, 1749. 
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LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. 

And fo your hand writing is fo precious, 
that there is no afpiring at the pofleflion of 
fuch a blefTmg, without having firlt fighed 
for it many Olympiads ! Ah barbarous ! Un- 
grateful man ! Hyrcanian tiger ! Deaf ad- 
der ! Mountain cat ! Tarantula of Apulia ! 
In fo many months could it never enter your 
head, to let me know that you were alive ! 
I believe that the ftreams of Manfanare are 
the waters of Lethe, and that you fwim in 
them like a trout. I believe that you have 
entirely forgot my name, and if any one 
fhould mention it, you would alk, who is this 
Metaftafio ? I made Migliavacca correft the 
Armida Placata, and it was fpeedily tranf- 
mitted to you. I wrote to you about this 
and my own affairs. I hoped that my pic- 
ture mud be arrived by this time, and the 
delicate commiifion I gave you, executed ; but 
with all thefe Jlimuli, not one lign of life is 
given. I would have you take care of your 
felf. Either contrive to difarm my poetical 
fury, or I fhall transfix you with a fatire in 
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your praife, fufficient to make the beard of 
the Farnefe Hercules tremble, though made 
of (lone. And here I begin. A beautiful 
ladv whofe nods are laws, knowing that We 
are friends, will have me write to you in 
order to propofe for your theatre, a firen of 
ours, whom fhe protedls. The firen recom- 
mended is called Colomba Mattel ; fhe is a Ro- 
man, and feems about two or three and 
twenty, at moll, Her voice is a foprano, 
clear in tone, without defedls ; has great 
agility, and extends, with eafe, to two odlaves, 
from B to b. Sings in good tafte, and has 
a good portamento. She has a well propor- 
tioned figure, fine eyes, is not ugly, adls 
well, and is very ambitious of diftinguilhing 
hcrl'elf by her performance. Here fhe has 
acquired univerfal applaufe, as well for her 
finging, as adlion ; though on the fame flage 
with our African, the Tefi, the capricious 
Caffariello, and a tenor in the fervice of the 
Eledlor of Cologn, called RaafF, who lings 
like a feraph. I, who am the father of all 
doubters, hear her with pleafure, and fhould 
not know what more to with in her, if her ' 
flature, which is fo genteel and well propor- 
tioned, had a little more height, and her 
voice, with all its fweetnefs and agility, had 
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a very little more fullnefs. She has per- 
formed three years at Palermo, as firft wo- 
mon; at Naples, as fecond, with the Aftrua ; 
as firft at the court of Bareith, in the nomi- 
nal fervice of which fhe is at prefent ; and 
now fhe is fecond to the Tefi ; but will fmg 
no more as fecond, unlefs with a few of the 
moft celebrated profeflors'on the ftage ; as (he 
knows that the reft are not better than her- 
felf. The gentlemen who direct the opera, 
have already requefted her to remain here 
another feafon ; but fhe^ keeps them in fuf- 
penfe, having heard from fome Maeftro di 
Capella or other, before fhe quitted Naples, 
that (he would have an application from Ma- 
drid ; and it appears to me, that fhe is more 
partial to the Doubloons of Spain, than the 
Ungheri of Germany. I am not anxious 
that you fhould engage her ; but I very much 
wifh that the lady who patronifes her, fhould 
be convinced how implicitly ftie has been 
obeyed. So that if you do not want her, at 
leaft write me a letter that may preferve 
my credit. But if you fhould wifti to enter 
into a treaty with her, in order to fave time, 
at fo enormous a diftance, you might include 
in your letter to me, a Iketch of an article, 
fpecifying the lalary and the conditions by 
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which it is to be obtained ; and by this {ketch, 
1 {hall regulate my conduft, always fludying 
your intereil moll allured ly more than that 
that of any other. I mull tell you, that I 
make a great lacrifice, by entering into this 
theatrical negociation. Though if you were 
to lee from what beautiful lips the com- 
mands I execute came, you would approve 
niv condefcenfion. But let us have done 
with firens*. 

How am I to account for your profound 
filence about my loll place, which has fo 

* By this account of the opera fingers at Vienna, in 
1749, we may judge of Metaftafio’s opinions, candour, 
and good talle, in l'peaking of vocal talents. CaffortUi 
came young into England, to great disadvantage, as the 
immediate fuccelTor of Farimlli ; but afterwards mounted 
to the fummit of his art, not only in talents, but caprict. 
The Feji never was in England, nor a favourite of MetaA 
tafio ; but as an a&refs, as well as finger, in a grand, more 
than an amiable ftyle, lire acquired great reputation, par- 
ticularly in the German courts. His character of th* 
Mattel is exatft to the niceft degree of diferimination, as 
many perfons Hill living, who law and heard her after- 
wards in England, as fecoud woman with Afingotti, and 
firft with Potenza and E/izi, will allow. And the high 
praife he has bellowed on the celebrated Tenor, Raaf, was 
that of every feeling judge of vocal abilities who heard 
him. See characters of all thefe opera fingers : Alujlcal 
Four i, and Hji . of M<jic , vol. iv. 

long 
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long affliCled me? You have perhaps loft 
all courage at the firft repulfe ? Has a flight 
contrary wind then made you run into port? 
No, my dear Gcmello : fuch little fortitude 
would never characterize you. With a fair 
wind, no one would ever have recourfe to 
the powers of Farinelli. It is from the dif- 
ficulties of the enterprife, that it becomes 
worthy of his care. If the doors are not 
opened at the firft attempt, they may per- 
haps at the fecond. And it happens fre- 
quently, that he who refills the firft aflault, 
at the l'econd, is vanquilhed. Remember 
that you are combatting for your fellow twin, 
in a moft juft caufe. And if it fhould be 
gained, it would be no difgrace in the eyes 
of Europe, either to thofe who granted, or 
thole who folicited, the favour. 

You will, perhaps, be curious to know how 
CafFariello has been received ; and here fol- 
lows the true hiftory. The wonders related 
of him by his adherents, had excited expec- 
tations of fomething above humanity ; but 
the firft night, he abiolutely difpleafed every 
body, and was moft clearly and univerfally 
difapproved. He laid that he was fo op- 
prefled and difconcerted by the prefence of 
. their Imperial Majefties, that he could not 
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recover himfelf; and indeed, in the fubfe- 
quent reprefentations, he regained his credit 
To much, that fome of the nobility and gen- 
try now exalt him to the firmament, and 
even go fo far as to make heretical com- 
panions. There are, however, innumerable 
critics, who find his voice ftrong, but falle, 
/creaming, and dilobedient ; fo that he can 
do nothing confiderable without forcing it, 
and when forced, it becomes harih and dis- 
agreeable. They fay that he has no judg- 
ment, and by frequently attempting what he 
is unable to execute, leaves it half finilhed ; 
that he has an old falhioned and bad tafle, 
and pretend, that they can difeover in his 
graces, the antique and ftale flourilhes of 
Niccolini and Mateuccio. They cry out, that 
no one ever trod the fiage worfe ; that in 
the recitatives he is an old nun ; and in all 
he lings, there conflantly reigns a whim- 
pering tone of lamentation, fufficient to four 
the gaiefi: allegro*. They allow that he 
can fometimes pleafe, even to excefs; but 
fay, that thefe happy moments are uncertain, 
and depend on the caprice of his voice and 

* This, with refpeet to the tone of his voice, is ex- 
actly the effed which Marc heft's firft performance on the 
Englilh ftage, had on the writer of thefe memoirs. 

dilpofition, 
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difpofition, and do not make amends for 
what his imperfe&ions oblige them to differ. 
You will be pleated to oblerv;e, that 1 only 
cite, but do not decide : on the contrary, I 
proted to you, that l have all the edeem for 
this performer, which he merits. 

The dilgrace of the tird night, the. diver- 
(ity of opinions, and the little appearance 
there is of his having acquired the favour of 
our mod: augud patronefs, a princefs whom 
you know to be an cxquilite judge of mufic, 
have humbled him lb extremely, that from 
his prelent modedy and refignation, you 
would not know him. If he continues in 
this dilpodtion, 1 hope lie will acquire many 
of thofe lliffrages which were at firft refufed 
to him. 

Our Countefs of Althan, who during thefe 
occurrences, has a mod lively remembrance 
of you, fends you a thoufand habitations. 
And I, fulpending my choler, embrace you 
with my ufual, but ill returned affedlion. 

Vienna, May 28, 1749. 



Metadafio more frequently complains of 
the tention of his nerves, and of hypochon- 
driac afFe&ions, this year (1749) than at any 
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other period of his life ; and yet, in his let* 
ters, he has given frequent proofs of hilarity, 
particularly in writing- to his firft and con- 
ftant patronefs, the Princefs di Belmonte. 
Two of thefe letters, not in the colle£tion 
publifhed at Nice, have been inlerted in Sig. 
Saverio Mattel’s Memoirs of the poet. 

The firfl: contains an account of an earth- 
quake that happened in Germany, in June 
1749, which he deferibes in the following 
manner. 

“ On Monday was fevennight, at 3 o’clock 
in the afternoon, we were favoured with 
the unexpe&ed vifit of an earthquake, an 
animal hardly known in thefe regions. The 
effedls of this vifit were certainly not flight, 
as there is fcarcely a fingle perfon here who 
did not perceive it ; and if the city has 
el'caped from damage, the environs and the 
country have fuffered conliderably, by the 
appearance of great bodies of water, without 
knowing whence they came, and which 
have inundated confiderable tradls of land. 
The motion was not, as ufual, undulatory, 
from fide to fide, but upwards and down- 
wards, which will perhaps account for 
the little damage which the buildings l'ufi- 
tained. The principal fhock was preceded 
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and followed by others, but much lels vio- 
lent. Your excellency will eafily believe, 
that we are full of terrors ; as indeed we 
well may, as this is one of the leaft amuf- 
ing of all nature’s Iports ; and as it has hap- 
pened in a country not at all ufed to com- 
pliments of this kind, it is natural that, befides 
the ufual fear on fuch occafions, it fhould 
have produced all the fymptoms of a terrible 
furprife. You will take it for granted, that 
our churches are full, and our theatres 
empty ; our muficians idle, and our preach- 
ers fatigued ; that we are covered with fack- 
cloth and alhes, and, in fhort, that Vienna 
refembles Nineveh in penitence. But your 
excellence will now be pleafed to oblerve, 
how podible it is, from good reafoning, to 
draw falfe conclufions. Nothing of all this 
has happened. The theatres were never 
more frequented ; the inhabitants more ie- 
rene ; or aflembiies more chearful. We did 
indeed, for about two days, talk of this un- 
expefled gueft ; but not more than we Ihould 
have done of a Rhinoceros, an Elephant, or 
any other ftrange animal. At the time I 
am writing this letter, it is no longer fpoken 
of : and the journey of Madamoifelle c TagUa~ 
•uini, the dancer, through this city, from 
x Italy 
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Italy to Drefden, has inllantly fuperfedecl 
all kind of mention of the earthquake in our 
converfation. Your Excellence will con- 
clude, from this moft faithful account, how 
much more quiet our confciences are here, 
than elfewhere : and that nature has benign- 
ly furnilhed us with that fortitude and equa- 
nimity, without trouble, which, in other 
countries, is only to be acquired by a long 
and painful ftudy of philofophy. Nor is your 
Excellency to believe, that this heroilm is 
granted here to none but the Germans : this 
hofpitable climate communicates its privi- 
leges, even to foreigners : for I have obler- 
ved the lame firmnels in all the Italians refi- 
dcnt in this city. So true it is, that coward- 
i(e is a diforder which is caught by the mind, 
as the fmall-pox or meazles by the body.” 

In a fecond letter to the lame princcls, 
dated July the 5th, we have a very plcalant 
and lively relation of a T weedie-dum and 
Twesdle-dee quarrel, which had juft hap- 
pened in the Opera-houfe at Vienna. 

“ In exchange for the mufical news with 
which your Excellence has honoured me, 
concerning our amiable friend, Monticellt, I 
lhall give you fomc military tidings of our 
valiant Caffarelli, who a few days ago, gave 
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public proofs of his being no lefs a votary of 
Mars, than of Apollo. For my misfortune, 

I was not prefent at thefe military feats : 
but the following is a moft faithful narrative. 

The Poet of this theatre, is a Milanefe 
young man, defcended from very worthy 
parents ; but incbnfidcrate, a great admirer 
of the fair fex, defpifing money, and not 
more rich in abilities, than deficient in judg- 
ment. To this young author, mana- 
gers of this theatre have confided, not only 
the fettling the books of the words, but all 
the arrangements of the ftage. 1 know not 
whether it proceeded from rivalry of talents, 
or perfonal beauty, but the poet and the 
finger, from the beginning, have been upon 
the qui vive, and treated each other with 
fneers and (arcafms. At length, Migliavacca 
(the poet) iffued out orders for a rehcarfal 
of the opera that was preparing. All the 
performers obeyed the fummons, except 
Caffarelli ; whofe abfence was occafioned, 
either by a mutinous fipirit, or an innate 
averfion to every fpecies of obedience. 
However, at the end of the rehearfal, he 
appeared ; and to the falutations of the 
company, in a very contemptuous and dif- 
dainful manner, alkcd, IV Lot was tbe ufc of 
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thefe rehearfah ? The Coryphaeus anfwered, 
in a voice of authority, that “ No one was 
obliged to be accountable to him for what 
was doing ; that he ought to be glad that 
his own failure of attendance had been ftif- 
fered : that his prelence or his abfence would 
be of little utility to the luccefs of the opera ; 
and though he did what he pleafed himfelf, 
he ought, at leaft, to let others do their 
duty.” Cajf'arelli violently irritated at the 
air of authority which Migliavacca had a ft- 
fumed, politely interrupted him by laying, 
that “ he who had ordered ftich a rehearfal 
was a folemn coxcomb.” — Here all the pa- 
tience and dignity of the direftor left him ; 
and fuffering himfelf to be blindly trans- 
ported from a poetical fury, to a more igno- 
ble rage, he honoured the chanter with all 
thofe glorious titles which Caffarelli had 
merited in different parts of Europe ; and 
llightly touched, but in very lively colours. 
Some of the mod memorable tranfa&ions of 
his life ; nor was he likely foon to come to 
a clofe ; but the hero of his panegyric, cut- 
ting the thread of his own praife, boldly 
cried out to the panegyrift ; “ follow me, if 
thou haft courage, to a place where there is 
no one to aflift thee then moving: towards 

O 
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the door, beckoned him to come out. The 
perplexed and threatened poet remained a 
moment in doubt : then fmiling, he fays ; 
f* truly luch a rival as thee makes me blulh ; 
but come along ! fince the chaftiting mad- 
men and fools is always a chriftian work.” 
And then advanced in order to take the 
field. But Caffarelli having either thought 
that the Mufes would not be fo valiant, or 
that, #according to the rules of the criminal 
law, a delinquent ought to be punilhed in 
loco patrati delifli, changed his firft refolu- 
tion of feeking another field of battle, and 
intrenching himfelf behind the door, drew 
Ips bright blade, and prefented the point to 
the enemy. Nor did the other refufe the 
conteft : 

JVfa fiero anch'egli it riluctnte acciaro 
Libera dtlla placida guarina. 

But freeing from its peaceful fcabbard, he 
Fiercely the fhining ft eel difplays. 

The fpe£lators tremble : each calling on 
his titular laint ; expefling every moment to 
fee poetical and vocal blood Irnoke upon 
the harpfichords and double-bafes. Till, at 
length, the Signofln Te/i, riling from under 

her canopy, where, till now, (he had re- 
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malned a moft tranquil lpeCtator, walked 
gently, and in a {lately ftep, towards the 
combatants. When (Oh ! fovereign power 
of beauty !) the mad Caff'arclli, in the moft 
violent ebullition of his wrath, captivated 
and appealed, by this unexpected tendernefs, 
meets her with rapture; throws away his 
{'word, or rather lays it at her feet ; begs 
pardon for his error, generoufly facrificing 
to her his vengeance, and fealing repeated 
protcflations of obedience, refpeCt, and hu- 
miliation, with a thoufand kilTes impreflecL 
on the hand of the arbitrels of Iris fury. The 
nymph fignihcd forgivenefs by a nod ; the. 
poet fheathed his fword ; the fpeCtators b%- 
-gan to breathe ; and to the joyous found of 
horle-laughs, the tumultuous aflembly was 
diffolved. In collecting the numbers of the 
wounded and the {lain, none was found but 
the poor copyift, who contracted, in trying 
to l'eparate the combatants, a fmall contu- 
lion in the clavicula of the foot, from an 
involuntary kick of Migliavacca s Pegafus. 
The next day the battle was recorded in an 
anonymous lonnet ; and loon after, an an- 
f.ver was produced by the belligerant poet. 
1 hope to procure a copy of both, to indole 
in this letter.* To day the German com- 
• i medians 
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medians will reprefent this extraordinary 
event on the llage. They fay, that already 
not a place is to be had for love or money, 
and it is not yet twelve o’clock. 1 lhould be 
very glad to be one of the audience, if I 
were polfelfed of an invilible ring. 



LETTER III. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

I was meditating a fatire in your praife, 
to revenge my fufferings from your barba- 
rous iilence, when the Venetian ambalTador 
•lent me your mod affecVionate letter of the 
6th of May, written at Aranjues. I ought 
to conceal from you the afcendant you have 
over my foul, and the rapidity with which 
your hand writing not only appeafcd my 
wrath, but reprefented to my mind the molt 
minute circumftances of your merit, againll 
which I have no defence. Pray make no 
bad ufe of this confeffion ; be more humane 
in future ; and do not rely too much on the 
fweetnefs of my temper. There is no bitter 
fo infupportable, as that which arifes from 
corrupted fweetnefs. You remember the 
Neapolitan puhipkins, called winter melons : 
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while they are found, how neflareous ! But 
the inftant they begin to decay, how poi- 
lonous ! Suppofe your Mctaftafio to be one 
of them, take care that he is not fpoiled, if 
you wilh not to be poifoned. Thank hea- 
ven ! my piblure has at length reached you. 
Oh how I envy its good fortune to be al- 
ways in the company of my dear Gemello, 
while I am feparated from him by half 
Europe ! I confefs great obligations to the 
portrait, as it has procured to the original 
the approbation of thole mod clement mo- 
narchs. The account you have given me, is 
iufficient to turn the heads of all the hermits 
of the Thebaid ; confider then what effect 
it mull have had upon the mind of a poor 
grafshopper of ParnafTus, naturally vain, like 
the reft of the poetical tribe. I never ceale, 
from morning to night, repeating to myfelf 
Sd le conofce en la cara, &c. (f). What a pro- 
digious fatigue is it not to believe all this, 
and tell it to the whole world ! This glory 
I owe to you, confider therefore how much 
I think myfelf obliged to you. 

I am certain that Migliavacca is perfe6lly 
contented with the magnificent prefent 

(]) A Neapolitan olJ ballad. 
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which you procured him, and believe he 
will never have fuch another as long as he 
lives, nor one acquired with lefs fatigue. 
Indeed he only fpoiled what I had lketched 
out; and obliged me, for the credit of my 
interpofition, and for your fake, to new 
write the principal fcenes ; to help the feet 
of the limping longs, and, in Ihort, to give 
myfelf more trouble than if he had not 
written a fingle verfe. It is, however, fuf- 
ficient, that, by dint of fcolding and fretting, 
the piece is likely to have a good effeft, if 
the perfon who performs the part of Armida 
is a good Aflrice. I am unacquainted with 
the firft woman, and therefore can form no 
prognoses. All I am certain of is, that 
the fuperb prefent made to Migliavacca has 
afforded me much more pleafure than I 
fhould have experienced if you had procured 
me a Cardinal’s cap. It afforded me a fine 
text to preach on through the court and 
city ; and an opportunity of acquainting 
every body with the noble and generous way 
of thinking of fcy^dear Farinelli, for which 
I love him ftill more than for that excel- 
lence which fets him at the head of all the 
tuneful hierarchy. 

T 3 Would 
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Would to heaven 1 could boafl, my dear 
friend, that the nerves of my poor head 
correfponded with the placid countenance 
which the painter has been pleafed to give 
to my portrait. This letter was begun the 
1 9th, will be finifhed, God willing, to-dav, the 
25th. When I apply with a little attention, 
the nerves of my fenforium are put into a 
violent tumult. I grow as red as a drunk- 
ard ; and am obliged to quit my work, or 
heaven knows what might be the conle- 
quence. Moft people are deceived by ap- 
pearances, which they do not believe ; and 
my Imperial Miftrefs has been, and perhaps 
is now, in the lame error as yourfelf. How- 
ever, in revenge for my not having written 
any thing during the laft five years, though 
it was very much wifhed, lhe has increaled 
my falary, a few weeks ago, 500 florins, an- 
nually, for which I never had the leaf: idea 
of loliciting. Think how much I muff 
blulh at finding myfelf fo unable to manifeffc 
my gratitude for this Imperial bounty, which 
being lpontaneous during fuch an adverle 
period as the prefent, is of infinitely more 
value, than much greater gifts, granted to 
felicitation in prolperous times. I have 
therefore determined to trv the ftrength 
' of 
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of my head this fummer (if we are to have 
• any, for vve dill wear cloth clothes), and 
give a teftimony to my i'overeign of my in- 
clination, at lead:, by fome produttion, long, 
diort, good or bad, as it may happen. 

From this too faithful account, my dear 
Gemello may judge what promile I am able 
to make, to furnilh the opera you wilh for 
your court. If there is an individual in the 
world whom I wifh to pleafe, be allured 
that it is yourfelf. But how can I attempt 
it, while I am fo deep in my fovereign’s 
debt for pad indolence ? If my complaints 
lhou Id abate fufficiently to enable me to write 
the compofition 1 meditate, after duty is 
fulfilled, you will be my fir ft thought. I 
fw^ar it to you on the altar of friendfhip : 
a divinity invoked by all, though very little 
refpe&ed ; yet I hope to convince you that 
my devotion is free from hypocrily. 

What a magnificent air is that which 
you have lent me ! If you had not confided 
to me, who was the author of it, I Ihould 
have difcovered him by thofe Portamenti di 
• voce , which at prefent are no longer it* 
falhion among the bunglers of modern 
times. We have enjoyed this air many times, 
reafonably well executed, in Althan IIoulc ; 
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but this balm is poifoned, by refledling upon 
the almoft utter impoffibility of our ever 
hearing it in its perfe&ion, from the mouth 
of the mafter of mafters. Oh how much 
have the Countefs Althan and all the com- 
pany talked of you ! Ayd with how many 
commiffions am I charged ! Imagine to 
yourfelf expreffions worthy of your merit ; 
as the writing them would require a volume 
inftead of a letter. 

I perceive by your laft, that you have not 
forgotten my Neapolitan affair ; I am grate- 
ful to you for it. But our operations go cu 
fo {lowly, that I cannot prefage much good 
I forefaw the difficulties we were likely tc- 
encounter, through all the juftice of rrjfy 
caufe ; and if you were not the pilot of x^y 
veffel, I ffiould give her over for loft. But 
of this, enough at prelent ; be not dtfcou- 
raged by the difficulties, and remember that 
you toil for your moft faithful friend. 

Vienna, June 19, 1749. 

1 * 
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LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Though I wrote you a long letter but a 
few days ago, I cannot refrain from em- 
bracing you again, in confequencc of letters 
which I have juft received from Naples. 
Thefe letters inform me, that the difficulties 
concerning the reftitution of my place are 
^very great, on account of its having been 
fold ; but at the fame time affine me, that 
the applications in my favour come from 
crowned heads . Hence I difcover with what 
integrity of heart, and ardour of true friend- 
fhip, you have worked for me. So that 
though no advantage fhould ever be derived 
from it, I ffiall remember it during my whole 
life ; and you will always remain the deareft 
objeX of my reflexions. In fhort, my dear 
and admirable Charles, is not only the pa- 
triarch of the whole tuneful hierarchy, but 
the king of honeft men, and model of true 
friends. God preferve you, for the confola- 
tion of thole who love you, and the confu- 
fion of all thofe who want the goodnefs of 
heart to imitate you ! 

That 
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That the court of Naples fhould difburfe 
the money to indemnify the purchafer of 
the Precettoria , js a difficulty firft coufin to 
impoffibility ; but in order to fecond the be- 
nevolent zeal of your court, a compenfation 
might eafily be found for the purchafer, or 
for me. To me, for example, why, in a 
defperate cafe, could not an ecclejiajlical be- 
nefice be given, which cofts nothing ? And 
if any one fhouid be vacant, and you think- 
this expedient feafible, pray make ule of it 
according to your own diferetion. If I Ihould 
strain recommend this affair to vou, I fhouid 
be the moll ungrateful of mortals. You 

O 

not only arc no dealer in fmoke, but work 
for me, even without taking to yourfelf the 
merit of informing me of it ; and I hear 
from every one of your activity, except 
from yourfelf. Thofe great perlonages who 
favour you, and think you fo worthy of their 
attention, have good reafon for what they do. 
Adieu, dear Gemello. If you were near 
me, you would read better in my face, than 
in mv letter, the tranfport of afFeflion and 
gratitude which this new teftimony of your 
kindnefs has imprelfed on my mind; a tranf- 
port, however, which does not depend on the 

fuccefs 
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fuccefs of the enterprife, but on your fincere, 
friendly, and generous adlivity. 

Vienna, June 27, 1749. 



LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME. 

The rapturous gratitude and affection 
which overflowed in my laft letter, con- 
cerning the news which I had received from 
Naples, did notallow me tranquillity to tran- 
feribe the Cantata which I now indole. 
Your manner of adling appeared to me fo 
generous and uncommon, that I could think 
of nothing elfe. The general pradtice is to 
promife much, and do very little ; but you 
do a great deal, and lay nothing. So that 
my intelligence of the kind offices which 
you perform for me in Spain, comes from 
Naples. In Ihort, there is but one Farinelli. 
I am proud to find that the irr/fillible in- 
clination which I always felt to attach my- 
felf to you, is fo reafonable. 1 with you to 
believe, that whatever may be the termina- 
tion of this bufinefs, my gratitude will ever 
remain the fame : for you have convinced 
me, that if it were in your power to elcdl 
me Pope, I might already begin to grant 

.Indulgences : 
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Indulgences : and this is fufficient to bind 
the heart and afFeflion of an honeft man. 
Succefs does not depend on ourfelves. 

I inclofe two Cantatas : the firft for two 
voices, confifting of recitative, with two 
airs for graceful mufic, and a very tender 
duet. The interlocutors are an affedlionate 
nymph, and a fhepherd naturally jealous ; 
and I fliould hope, that fealoned by your 
notes, and executed to your latisfadftion, it 
might have an effetft. The other is a Can- 
tata for a Angle voice, in a more chearful 
ftyle. An ingenuous man {peaks in it to a 
little nymph of the bird kind, who wilhes 
to entangle him ; which he docs not per- 
ceive. If you knew the original, the copy 
would not dilpleafe you. But fuch originals 
abound every where ; and you will find lome 
of them at Madrid. The recitative is very 
long ; but the force of the cantata lies only 
in the recitative. If it will ferve you for 
no other purpofe, divert yourfelf with read- 
ing it. As neither this nor the other has 
yet been publifiied, that circum fiance will, 
perhaps, give them fome value, if they can 
boaft of no other. 

I mu ft inform you, that I fing your air 
‘like a feraph : Count Anthony of Althan 

plays 
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plays the fir ft violin ; the other performers 
are unknown to you. But, my good mafter, 
you muft not laugh at us, as, by the con- 
feflion of many, we do you very great ho- 
nour : fo fpare your ridicule, I entreat you. 

But a propos to ridicule, I believe I com- 
mitted a great blunder in my laft letter. It 
feems as if I faid, that in a dcfperate cafe, 
if the place could not be reftored, an equi- 
valent might be folicited in an ecclefiajiical 
benejice , which would cojl the royal treafury 
nothing: now I ought to have faid, an 
ecclejiajlical penjion, and not a benefice. As, 
I believe, to be qualified for a benefice, the 
candidate fhould be a native, though not for 
a penfion. But thefe are only hints for a 
defpcrate cafe, to which, with your fupport, 
t hope we ihall never be driven. For by- 
accounts from Naples, as I find the tree was 
fhook by the firft blow it received from you, 
it is to be hoped that, by another little 
ftroke, it will fall. But I have already 
teazed you too much on this fubjedt. Adieu. 

Vienna, July 9, 17^9. 



The next letter to Farinelli dwells on a 






and now unintereftin? 



difcuflion of 
his 
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his Neapolitan claims, and is ended in the 
following manner. 



LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAME. 

I began a little drama, to pleafe my au- 
guff Miftrefs, but have been obliged to dif- 
continue it. My head fuffers cruelly from, 
the (lighteft exercife of intelledl. It is a 
barbarous thing, my dear friend, and ftill 
more barbarous, as it is difficult to be be- 
lieved. However, I ffiall try again, as I am 
afhamed of my inactivity, though involun- 
tary. I beg you to believe firmly that, next 
to my patronefs, to whom my firft duty is 
due, I fhall place my dear Gemello befofe 
all the monarchs upon earth. From the 
courts of Turin and Drefden, befides many 
other places of lefs confequence, I have been 
aflailed W'ith offers innumerable ; but life is 
a fardle , number one. And we muft preferve 
it as long as God pleafes. The fum tqjal of 
all this is, that if I am able to work for any- 
one except my patronefs, it will be for you. 
Though you have not promifed to take care 
of my Neapolitan bufinefs, I know it will 

not 
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not be forgotton, and I am already as much 
indebted to you as if it was happily finifhed. 
I know that twins only labour with fuch 
zeal and efficacy as you have done. 

I fhould not difcontinue writing, but it is 
late, and I am tired. All falutations are 
returned to you, and I embrace you with my 
accuftomed affection. 

Vienna, Aujuft 16, 1749. 



LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I was juft in the a£t of pulling on my 
boots for my ufual journey into Moravia, at 
this time of the year, when your moft de- 
lightful letter from Madrid, of the 29th of 
July, was brought to me; but the poftilion* 
waits, and I cannot let him depart with- 
out an anfvver for my deareft Charles. 

I fhould feem to travel with a fting in my 
confidence, w r hich would let me have no 
peace during the w'hole journey ; and with 
fuch a fin on my back, God knows how 
many fpokes may be broken, how often I 
may be overturned, how many horfes may 
become reft iff, or how many drunken pof- 

tilions 
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tilions may rob me of all patience. No, no, 
let us avoid all danger. 

I feel at this very time, that a chefl of 
Vanilla chocolate, fluff, and bark, tributes 
which India furnifhes to Spain, and your 
great heart to me, are under fail. By the 
gift I judge of the donor. My palate flat- 
tered with l'uch delicious beverage, my nole 
fo delightfully tickled, my veins furnifhed 
with fuch guards againft all irregular effer- 
vefcence of the blood, and every other mem- 
ber of my very frail little frame, through 
envy or plcafure, are all in fuch a tumult of 
gratitude, as to protefl: that all their motions 
lhall be regulated in future by the nod of 
their generous benefadlor. You who are a 
great algebraift, calculate yourfelf, in the 
firft place, how much I love and efteem 
you ; then how dear every thing is that 
comes from you, though in itfelf indifferent ; 
afterwards, find out how much I am de- 
lighted with every new teftimony of your 
affedfion ; and, finally, the intrinfic value of 
the gift; fum up all thefe together, and 
then, if arithmetic can go fo far, give me 
the produdh 

But alas! my very fhort acknowledge- 
ments appear already too prolix to your vir- 
4 gin 
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gin modefty; you already blufh, grow im- 
patient and angry, but I laugh at all this; 
and lee you are already appealed. 

What is the beautiful Caftellini doing; and 
is it true that, Ihe is fo pleafed with my falu- 
tations ? that Ihe means to honour me with 
her correlpondence ? Ah ! if you love me, 
let not my friendlhip be put to lo great a 
trial. After the alluring defcription which 
you have given of this amiable perfon, the 
violent temptation of a letter would precipi- 
tate me into the commiffion of fome mental 
infidejity, for which I Ihould be inconfolable. 
Tell her, however, that, as a twin, I can only 
receive the emotions of your heart at the 
rebound ; that when I hear your name, I 
feel a certain tingling fenlation which in- 
commodes me, and yet I have no wilh that 
it Ihould be dilicontinued ; that if the Man- 
zanare was not fo diftant from the Danube, 
I Ihould have come to try whether Ihe would 
receive me with open arms, as Ihe does my 

falutations; and tell her No Sir, tell 

her nothing. The road is too flippery, and 
it is eafier to keep out of it, than, when en- 
tered, to avoid falling. 

I would not have you imagine, that my 
journey into the country will occaiion the 
vol. i. u leaft 
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leaft prejudice to the affairs of Sig. Rodolfo. 
I leave them in the hands of a zealous agent, 
and mod amiable friend, who is on the 
watch, and ready to write to me, if any ma- 
terial occurrence lhould happen. It is un- 
lucky that the Emperor is continually mov- 
ing about from place to place : now in 
Hungary, now in Moravia, how in the 
chace, now encamped, or at the Baths, 
During thefe laft two months, he has not 
been four days in his palace in this neigh- 
bourhood. When he is ftationary there, at 
this time of the year, he is three mil^ dif- 
tant from the city, and the poor agents are 
forced to run many times after him, before 
they can catch him flying. 

I thank you for your categorical anfwer 
to Mademoifelle Mattei, I have had it read 
to the perlon who gave me the commiifion, 
and that’s all I wanted. 

The poftilion founds his horn, and I mu ft 
conclude. All who know that I am writing 
to you, beg to be repaembered ; but I am 
not in a humour to write all their names. 
Our dear Countefs of Althan mull, how- 
ever, not be omitted, who is as partial to 
you as ever. 

Vienna, September 6, 1749. 

4 bET» 
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LETTER VIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Behold me again at Vienna; where I 
have to anfwer your two letters of the 23d, 
and 30th of September. But the chapters 
are different, and rauft be feparated ; let us 
begin with the moft eafy. 

I ordered, even from the country, Mig- 
liavacca to have the Licenza ready for you, 
whenever it might be wanted. On my re- 
turn hither, I immediately fent for him, 
and on Saturday morning made him read, 
corredl what he had done, and inclofe the 
Licenza you requefted in a letter, with my 
affectionate falutations, and an alfurance 
that I only poftponed writing myfelf, till 
Wednefday, when I hoped to have it 
in my power to fay lomething pofitive 
to you concerning Cavalli. Yefterday I 
was informed that Migliavacca, in com- 
ing from the opera, was fuddenly attack- 
ed in his way home ; received two vio- 
lent wounds in his head, by perlons un- 
known, and that, as yet, there was no de- 
termining what would be the coufequence, 
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Not being the mod exa£l commidary in the 
world, God knows whether he had written 
the letter and fent away the Licenza , as 1 
had defired him, previous to this event. In 
his prefent date, it would feem devoid of all 
chridian charity to difturb him about this 
bufmefs : I have therefore tried to recoiled 
the Licenza, have read it over and over 
again, chewed it, and really believe that I 
have recovered every line. I have tran- 
fcribed and encloled it, that it may arrive in 
time. — But behold ! Here comes a perfon 
who informs me, that lad night Migliavacca 
was at the theatre! A proof that the 
wounds were not very ferious ; they will I 
hope however ferve as correftives. 

Now 1 have room, and have written fo 
little, I fhall add a few words, as an adver- 
tifement, not a recommendation. Know 
then, that a Neapolitan Maedro di Capella 
of the name of Jomelli, has fet two of my 
operas here. He is about thirty-five years 
of age, of a fpherical figure (g), pacific dif- 
pofition, with, ai\ engaging countenance, 
mod pleafing manners, and excellent mo- 
rals. He has iiirprifed me. I have found in 
him all the harmony of Hade, with all the 
(gj Jomelli was remarkably corpulent. 
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grace, expreffion, and invention of Vinci. 
At prelent he is gone to Venice, to bring on 
the ftage my Ciro, and returns immediately 
to Vienna, to do the fame piece of fervice 
to D 'tdone. Belides this, he is engaged to 
compofe two operas for our theatre, next 
year. You will certainly hear of him from 
other quarters ; but I wilh you to know my 
^ opinion of him. It appears to me, as if he 
•wijhed to be heard in Spain ; if that fhould 
ever happen, I am certain he would do you 
honour. You will conlider whether it will 
be expedient to engage him for one year or 
two. Befides the operas which he entirely 
new fets, he will make no difficulty of ac- 
commodating whatever old operas youpleafe; 
and if you thought it more convenient that 
he Ihould compofe at home, and lend you his 
produftions, as was done by Leo, he will be 
equally ready to join ilfue with you. In Ihort, 
he is made of a pafte to which you may give 
whatever form you pleafe. Make ufe of this 
information, which, however, is no recom- 
mendation, and requires no oftenlible anfwer. 

Adieu my dear Gemello ; I can write no 
jnore to day. Love me, and believe me 
•bftinately yours, 

Vienna^ November 12, 1749. 
u 3 The 
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The Licenza mentioned by Metaftafio in 
this letter, is printed at the end of it, though 
not in his works. It is a kind of compli- 
mentary Epilogue to the Opera of Armida, 
performed before the king and queen of 
Spain, at the court of Madrid. The inter- 
locutors are, Apollo, and the Mules. The 
God chides his daughters for trifling away 
their time in talking about Armida, while 
the virtues of their beft friends, the Sove- 
reigns of Manzanare, remain unlung. 



LETTER IX. 

TO farinelli. 

You were fo angry with the monaltic rc- 
fidence, called a country feat, where you 
had caught your fore throat, when you 
wrote your lall letter to me, that you neither 
named the year, day, nor place, in which it 
was written. God fend the fame thing may 
not happen in dire ding your next letter to 
me ; as I may then exped it till the day of 
judgment, without its ever coming to my 
hands. 

I am extremely impatient to hear, that 
your throat is in prijtinum ; and hope you will 

not 
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hot retard the news, but relieve my mind 
from its folicitude on that account, as foon 
as polTible. But my dear Gemello, though 
I own it to be a very troublefome com- 
plaint, and pity you fmcerely ; yet, to con- 
fefs the truth, funder favour) it is but fair 
that per qua quis peccat , per hac & puniatur , 
that the peccant part fhould fuffer. God 
knows how many fins the witchcraft of your 
throat has occafioned ; therefore a little caf- 
tigation of that part may not be amifs. 

By to day’s port, I have advice, that the 
cheft of fnuff is arrived at Triejle. My nofe 
is in the greateft impatience. 

The wax-faced Tefi wifhes to haye a 
certain Ranieri Collin fecretary to the Abate 
Vernaccini, recommended to you, and 
wants me to do the bufinels. It is fufficient 
that you acknowledge I have written to you 
about him ; however, I am very little ac- 
quainted with him. 

Count Nicolas Efterhafi, who will be out 
Ambaifador at your court, calls himfelf your 
friend, and wiihes me to (end compliments 
to you in his nime ; and to fay, among other 
things, that he is very impatient to embrace 
you, 
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If I had more room, I would fend you' a 
lon:> Litany of falutations, but that not 
being the cafe, content yourfelf with thofe 
of the Countefs d’Althan. 

Vienna, December 3, 1749. 



LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

By working for you in verfe, I fhall have 
no time to-day, for writing to you in profe. 
Here is the poem you wifhed, with the fup- 
plement. I ihould have attempted this for 
none but my dear Gemello. The thing is 
not io eafy as you imagine. It is not fuf- 
ficient that an additional part fhould be good 
in itfelf, it fhould be ib adapted as to fit the 
place, otherwife it is a wen upon a produc- 
tion that was conceived without it. Be that 
as it may, the bufinefs is done, and if well 
reprefented, may have an effect. I have not 
had time even to tranfcribe it. God knows 
whether you will be able to decipher my 
original fketch. With more leifure it might 
perhaps have been better; but, at prefent, 
you muft content yourfelf, however deficient 
you may find it.* « 

The 
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The pleafure I felt at your recovering 
from the terrible fore throat with which you 
were afflicted, made me fwallow the pill 
without making faces. It is 4 great confb- 
lation to me to perceive, by your letter, the 
tranquil ftate of your mind ; a proof that 
the machine is in order, which I w'ifh indif- 
loluble. I have made a good ufe of the in- 
formation you gave me, concerning the flat- 
tering remembrance of your moft gracious 
fovereign. I have fpread it about the court, 
and it is talked of every where ! Good God ! 
why has not it been always the fame ! 

The fnuff is not yet arrived ; but accord- 
ing to the advice I have received, it cannot 
be far from Vienna. You lhali be informed 
the inftant I get fccnt of it. 

I wifh you joy of the mufic of Buranello, 
who, according to what I have heard, will 
be a'good compofer for violins, violoncellos, 
and for fingers ; but a very bad workman 
for poets. He thinks as much about the 
words when he is fetting them, as you of 
being eledled Pope ; and if he did think of 
them, I am not fure he would do better. 
He abounds in ideas, though not always his 
own, nor well connefted together. In Ihort, 
he is not my ApofUe. I fpeak with fin- 

cerity 
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fcerity to my dear Gemello, but in public, f 
leave him in that ftate of credit in which he 
is held by thofe who judge with the ear, and 
not the undefftanding. 

Vienna, December 27, 1749. 



This is a very fevere cenfure of that fpi- 
rited and fanciful compofer, Galuppi detta 
Buranello. But though Buranello’s Pegafus, 
in the year 1749, was wild and ungoverna- 
ble, he lived long enough to break and bring 
him into order. This compofer, in his 
younger days, wrote with a rapidity which 
allowed him little leil'ure for attending to 
words, or indeed to the ftrift rules of coun- 
terpoint ; but continuing to compofe up- 
wards of thirty years after this period, he 
produced works both for the church and 
flage, which, in fpite of the tranfient ftate of 
muiical fame, will long be admired by true 
judges of the art. Galuppi died at Venice, 
1782, at 85. See Hijl. Mujic , vol iv. 



END OF THE SIXTH SECTION. 
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SECTION VII. 

PIaving prefentcd the reader with all the 
letters which the poet wrote to his friend 
Farinelli during the year 1 749, a retrolpe< 9 : 
muft be taken of thofe to his other corres- 
pondents during the fame year. And the 
firft which has been hitherto unnoticed, is 
addreffed to an author of an oratorio, to 
which a Bolognefe printer had affixed the 
name ofMetaftafio. 



LETTER I. 

TO SIG. 0. LUIGI LOCATELLI, AT GEtfOA. 

There is no refentment, Sir, more juft, 
than that which you feem to feel at finding 
yourfelf defrauded of the glory juftly due to 
your own labours, nor undertaking more 
laudable, than that of reclaiming it. It is 
not only mine, but the common intereft of 
every writer, to take an adtive part in your 
• favour. 
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favour. I therefore am molt ready to pub- 
lic as often as you pleafe, that I had no 
kind of fhare in the writing, or conception 
of the drama called La Via della croce , to 
which as you have been pleafed to inform 
me, my name has been fet by the Bolognefe 
printer. I am lo little to blame for this 
robbery, that having been totally ignorant 
of it till now, I am wholly exempt even 
from the complacence into which the mif- 
take that does me honour, might have indu- 
ced me. I am, however, obliged to him 
who has thus procured me your friendlhip, 
though by an oblique road. And beg of you 
to furnifh me with frequent occafions of 
meriting that honour, and to believe me to 
be, &c. 

Vienna, March ao, 1749. 



Metaftafio, in for ting his papers many years 
after, found a copy of this letter ; and in 
order to authenticate it, gave teftimony on 
the back with his own hand, that it was 
genuine, figning it Pietro Metastasio. 

Vienna, June a6, 1755. 

The next letters, written in 1749, of 
which the notice has been hitherto poft- 

poned. 
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poncd, in order to avoid breaking the chain 
of his correfpondence with Farinelli, are the 
following. 



LETTER II. 

TO THE PRINCESS DI BELMONTE, AT 
NAPLES. 

I perceive, by your moft refpe&ed letter 
of the 14th of July, that you regard the 
flow arrival at ratiocination among the peo- 
ple who refide within the Ar&ic Circle, as 
a difadvantage. But I, (begging your p*ar- 
don) regard it as one of the greateft bleflings 
which providence can grant to us poor mor- 
tals, and am unable to fay what I would 
not give to be poflefled of a luperior degree 
of ftupidity. Of what ufe is this perfpica- 
cious celerity of combination ? Perhaps to 
forefee the future ? Oh what vanity ! In 
fo many years painful experience, I have 
difcovered, to my Ihame, that in reafbning 
upon the events of this world in the moft 
accurate manner I was able, I have deduced 
the moft falfe confequences. For fo nu- 
merous and uncertain are the poflible con- 
tingences, that it is utterly impoffible for the 

human 
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human mind to fee them all : and one finglc 
circumftance omitted, in laying the foun- 
dation of our reafoning, ruins the whole 
edifice. .You know that if a line deviates 
one fingle point from its parallel, it be- 
comes more diftant the further it is extended. 
Hence I feern much more inclined to laugh 
at the prediffions deduced from the reafon- 
ing of our modern Ariftotles, than at the 
dreams of the Abate Joachim (/6) or the 
vifiohs of Noftradamus (/). 

A fhort apologue of a Greek poet, feem- 
icgly.^pucrile, but of very ferious uie in 
reality, exhibits clearly to our view, both the 
fallacy and milchief of our reafoning faculty. 
And being very (hort, ifc««may help to fill 
up the vacuity of this letter. 

He fays, that human fouls, when con- 
demned to animate our bodies, come forth 
from their tranquil habitation at a door 
which has a vafe on each fide ; in the one is 

( 4 ) A vifionary Theologian of the twelfth century, 
whofe reveries were condemned by fubfequent councils. 

(/) A celebrated Afhologer and Fortune-teller of the 
fixteenth century, whofe wild predictions were not only 
believed by the credulous multitude, but fought and ref- 
pedted by mod of die princes of his time. It was the 
younger brother of this Charlatan who wrote the lives of 
the ancient Provencal bards, publilhed at Lyons, 1575- 

continued 
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contained the fweet, and in the other the 
bitter, which renders life happy or miferable. 
The new traveller is obliged, by the laws of 
fate, to flop at going out, and tafte of both 
thel'e vafes, without knowing their contents; 
but may drink much or little, juft as he 
pleafes. Now as all are pofleffed with a pef- 
tilent rage for divining by the force of rea- 
fon, fee what are the confequences. 

The foul which ftops firft to tafte of the 
fweet vafe, conje&ures that the contents of 
the other muft be the fame, and eager to 
double his pleafure, takes a greater gulp of 
the bitter, but finds himfelf deceived. The 
foul that ftops firft at the bitter vafe, by the 
fame falfe reafo#ing, fuppofing he fhall di- 
minifh difguft, takes the fmallcft quantity 4 
poftible of the fweet, and is equally deceived. 
Hence it is, fays the poet, that in the whole 
courfe of our lives, the fweet is fo much 
}efs than the bitter (£). 

But fhould the reafoning faculty be grant- 
ed to human pride, if the power of directing 
the courfe of events is not likewife granted, 
it would be of no other ufe than to make us 
wretched. No axiom is morp demonftrable 

(*) See flomcr’s Iliad, Book xxiv. 

thqn 
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than that in this valley of tears our pains arc 
far more numerous than our pleafiires. And 
that our imaginary evils are infinitely more 
terrible than the real. A poet with whom 
I have fome flight acquaintance, among his 
papers, not yet publifhed, illuflrates the truth 
of this fentimcnt, in the following maimer. 

Scrr.pre e maggior del vero 
L' Idea della Jventura , 

Al crcdulo penjtert 
Depinta dal timor 
Chi Jlolta il mal figura 

Affretta il propria affamo , 

Ed ajjtcura un dame. 

£>uando e' dubbiofo ancor (l). 

Ideal evil, when defign’d, 

And colour’d by the artift fear, 

Can more than real, rack mankind. 

And gen’rate fufferings more feverc. 

Mortals who fancied woes explore 
Misfortune but anticipate, 

And render certain, what before 
Was doubtful and unfixt by fate. 

And if your excellence tells me, that by 
forefeeing misfortunes, and making a good 
ufc of free-will, we may avoid them ; I fhall 
anfwcr, that this power is limited to our own 

(/) Attilio Regolo, atto !»">• fc. It. not publifhed 
when this letter was written. 

I little 
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Jittle frames, and does not extend beyond 
them. Whatever free-agency 1 may boaft, 
it is not in my power to prevent the ruin of 
a kingdom which I may wifh profperous, 
the diigrace of a friend whom I may wifh 
happy, or the infidelity of a nymph whom I 
lhould wifh to be conftant. So that after 
the moft fubtle arguments, reafoning, com- 
binations, and fyftems ; after having ex- 
tradled from the brain, the memory of things 
part ; after totally forgetting the prefent in 
purf'uing the future, we at length, in fpite 
of the ridiculous privilege of tormenting our- 
felves, find that we are plunged into the 
lame inconvenience in which we Ihould have 
been, if we had remained quiet, and let 
things take their courle. What then re- 
mains for us, but to have recourfe to that 
enviable indolence which is produced by 
ftoical arrogance ? And what, except tho 
Syllogifms of Seneca and Epidtetus, have 
thefe fortunate people to fupport them in 
their placid apathy ? — Softly, foftly, good 
Sig. Abate, you gallop without a bridle ; 
your argument proves too much, and preci- 
pitates you into abfurdity without your per- 
ceiving it. For, according to you, the life 
of an oyfter or a tortoife would be infinitely 
vol. I. ,x preferable 



Digitized by Googlt 



( 3 ^ ) 

preferable to ours. — 1 beg my life at you* 
Excellency’s fair hands. You deftroy my 
arguments without mercy. If I fhould for 
a moment, lofe my hold, you would draw 
me into herefy whether I would or no. Let 
us go on fair and loftly. In the firft place, 
I^wifh you to be convinced, that I have 
n^'er forgot the dii’advantage the tortoife 
and oyfler lie under, from not having been 
baptized, and that this misfortune alone 
renders all thele advantages unworthy of the 
leaft confideration. In the next place, I 
mud beg of you to remember, that our dif- 
pute is not whether brutes are more happy 
than reafonable creatures, but whether thofe 
of the laft mentioned clals are moft happy 
who think but little, or thofe who tltink too 
much. Therefore I muft beg of your Ex- 
cellency not to turn the tables upon me, un- 
fairly ; and I ihall own that this abfurdity 
has not appeared equally flrong in all, par- 
ticularly among thofe who had the difgrace 
to be born before the Temple of Janus was 
ihut by Oftavius Auguftus ; for then it 
would not have been difficult to prove, that 
the tranquil ffupidity of an oyftcr or tortoife 
would be preferable to the tormenting viva- 
city of Pythagoras or Plato. But 1 Ihall not 
3 peremptorily 
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peremptorily aflert this from my own imagi- 
nation, but give you chapter and verle. 

A celebrated Florentine writer, called 
Giovanni Battifta Gelli, who did great 
honour to his countr-y two centuries ago, 
printed annals of the court of Circe, which 
are very much to our purpofe. This illuf- 
trious inveftigator of remote antiquity, re- 
lates, that Ulyffes, after the deftruftion of 
Troy, having remained fometime at the court 
of Circe, both as her lover and her prifon- 
er; in fpite of all the allurements of that 
enchanting abode, could not refrain from 
perpetually meditating his efcape to his little 
kingdom of Ithaca, in a miferable Ifland of 
the Ionia Sea, but to which he was extreme- 
ly partial from its being his native country; 
and finding from the caution and vigilance 
of his jealous guardian, that all his wiles and 
ftratagems were vainly pra&ifed in trying to 
procure his liberty, he determined to van- 
quifh her by open force. But while he was 
waiting for a favourable opportunity to put 
this defign in execution, I know not in 
what circumftances it happened, but he 
, one day fo well availed himfelf of moments 
of exceflive tendcrnefs, that the fond en- 
chantrefs unable to refill him, promifed by 
x 2 one 
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one of thofe oaths fo terrible to the gods of 
Homer, to grant him leave of abfence for a 
limited time ; and the artful Ulyfles taking 
advantage of her weaknefs, while off her 
guard, pulhed his viftory fo far as to alk 
pcrmilfion to take with him into Greece at 
leaft two of his numerous companions, who 
bein<r transformed into brutes of various 
kinds wandered about the country ; and not 
only two were conceded to him, but all 
thole who were willing to follow him and 
refume the human form. The fubtle Greek 
certain that nothing would be denied to him, 
went on requeuing that the loft faculty of 
fpecch Ihould be reftored to his companions, 
that he might explain to them her pro- 
portion, and obtained it. Oh how fertile, 
for our dilsjrace, did that fcandalous exam- 
pie become of allowing brutes to fpeak ! 
But we ftiall not interrupt our narrative, 
with reflexions. Ulyfles continues the Au- 
thor, proud of his triumph, and more than 
certain of not leaving one of his companions 
With the cnchantrels, impatient to perfeX 
his great work, tore himfelf as foon as poffl- 
ble from her arms. The firft he happened 
to meet with, in quitting the enchanted, 
palace, was one of thofe elegant animals fi> 
4 unjuftly 
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unjuftly abhorred by the eleft people, whofe 
chief delight was to wallow in the mire, 
neither afleep nor awake. 

Ulyfles -i«. fpying him at a diftance, called 
out to him, and enquired whether he was 
one of his companions. He (lowly lifted up 
his Inout, but not at the firfl: found of the 
voice, and as if impatient to get rid of im- 
portunity, irt a mod dry Spartan dyle, ar- 
’ ticulated, or rather grunted, in no very dif- 
tin£l manner, his name and country. 

Oh my dear friend, exclaimed Ulyfles, -in- 
difcovering who he was, return thanks to 
the Gods : thy miferies are at an end, to 
day we (haH both fet fail together for Greece. 
What ! why mud we fet (ail ? cries the 
frightened brute ; to whom Ulyfles briefly 
difcovered the favour he had obtained from 
Circe for himfelf and for fome of his com- 
panions who were willing to follow him. 
The transformed Greek, comforted to hear 
that the going or (laying. depended upon his 
own choice, civilly wilhed his leader a good 
voyage. But he, not believing that his 
countryman was in earned, a(ked him if he 
joked ? I (hould joke indeed, cries the other, 
if I laid that I confented to return with thee; 
andcaijd thou believe Ulyfles, that I would 

x 3 voluntarily 
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voluntarily abandon fo fweet and tranquil 
an abode, and the peaceful company of my 
innocent peers, to plunge myfelf a-new into 
the wretchednefs of humanity, in order to 
live conftantly in fear of fuch cunning and 
mifchievous beings as thyfelf ? Try to de- 
ceive fomebody ell'e, I am not fuch a fool. 
Then rolling on the other fide, politely 
turned his back on the deftroyer of Troy, 
and without honouring him with any other 
anfwer, left him to prate at his leilure. 
Figure to yourfelf the furprile and fury of 
Ulyfles; he poured on him a torrent of the 
mod eloquent abule, not omitting one of 
Ariftophanes’s licentious expreffions, nor did 
he difcontinue railing, but to propofe the 
voyage in vain to a bear, whofe curiolity 
was excited by the noile of the debate. Not 
difcouraged by this fecond failure, his third 
trial was upon a horfe, and his fourth upon 
a flag, but with no better fuccefs. In (hort, 
to abridge our legend, after having in vain 
traverfed over and over again the whole 
neighbourhood ; after having finifhed his. 
fpeech with more art and vigour than that 
which he made when he had clandeftinely 
poiTefled himfelf of the arms of Achilles, 
hoarfe, breathlefs, fatigued, and enraged, 

he 



Digitized 



( 3 1 1 ) 

Ke at length returned to Circe, without 
having prevailed on any among all his com* 
panions to return with him, except oife, 
and that was an elephant. 

Now what will your Excellency fay to 
this fine fragment of hiflory ? It is no 
poetical fidlion, as you may perhaps fuppofe. 
The proofs of ancient monuments are in- 
difputable. It is an authentic volume of 
the Memoirs of Circe, excavated in digging; 
at the foot of the Circean mountain ; and, 
befides the medals and citations which the 
Marquis Maffei will foon publifh, we {hail 
ere long have the fadt amply detailed and 
communicated inTufcan charadlers. Hence 
the narrative is moll certain. 

What feems to me {till more certain, my 
dear Abate, you will fay, is, that you are a 
moll tirefbme creature, and fit only to prate 
with filly women. Oh that is but too true, 
and I plead guilty. The worfl is, that this 
new inclination for goffipping is one of the 
many painful fymptoms, which convince 
me that I grow old. I ought certainly to 
corredl myfelf to-day, and throw this letter 
into the fire inltead of fending if to the poll. 
But on refledlion, it appears to me, that if 
) am culpable, your Excellency is not quite 

X 4 innocent,. 
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innocent. The exceflive praifes bellowed 
by you upon my former letters, have not a 
little contributed to the length of this; 
therefore receive it as a flight, but juft 
punifhment, for the little charity with 
which you have inflamed the vanity of a 
poor poet. To-night will be reprelented, in 
this theatre, for the firft time, Acbilles in 
Sciros. The mulic of Jomelli, at the re- 
hearlal, has far exceeded the great expe£la-* 
tions that were formed of it. 

Vienna, AugulV 30, 1749. 



LETTER HI. 

TO THE SAME PRINCESS. 

Your moft refpefted letter of Sept. 2 ad, 
found me in Moravia, where, with a mili- 
tary air, I ramble about, exercifing the pa- 
tience of the hares and pheafants, of which 
the abundance will not indeed be much di- 
minifhed by my dexterity ; they being much 
more frightened than hurt by me (m). We 

(m) A noble Peer, who is ftill living, after firing at a 
Norfolk covey of eight or ten brace of partridges, on 
feeing none fall, ufed to cry out; “ yes, you may go, but 
you have it.” 

hav? 
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have hitherto had the moft finding feafon, 
both here and in the reft of Germany, that 
can be imagined ; but within thefe four 
days, the Teutonic winter has unexpectedly 
appeared with all his magnificent train, and 
without the leaft precurfor to announce his 
arrival. All is covered with i'now. The 
rivers as well as lakes were inftantly frozen 
in a moft folid manner ; and the cold blown 
from the feven neighbouring hills, is fo lubtil 
and penetrating, that we cannot exclude it 
from our vvarmeft apartments. But notwith- 
ftandingall this unforefeen and violent change 
of nature, I ftill find much amufement.hcre, 
having been more formed for Arcadian tran- 
quillity than the buftle and magnificence of 
courts. I am pleafed with the filent concord 
of all exiftence ; the roving about in fearch 
of well-known paths, fields, bufhes, paftoral 
bowers, and every known objetft of which, 
though the fall of fnow has changed the co- 
louring, yet the defign is ftill refpeftfully pre- 
ferved, I refleft, with fentiments of grati- 
tude, that the friendly foreft which, by its 
fhade, but lately defended me from the burn- 
ing rays of the fun, now affords me materials 
for combating the extreme fury of the fea- 
fon. I laugh at winter with all its horrors, 

whjqh 
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which I fee without feeling ; having it in 
our power to compoie an artificial ipring in 
our apartments at pleafure ; but by an im- 
pulfe of felf-lovc, what pleafes me raoft, is 
the finding out that, compared with other 
feafons, winter has ftill its conveniences, 
beauties, and advantages. 

In returning to Vienna, which will be 
very foon, I fhall take by the hand my 
poetics, in order to fee whether I had left 
them in a ftate fit to be leen, or whether I 
nauft have recourle to new carelles. 

Joflowitz, 0 £i. 2J, 1749. 



In the fummer of this year,, before he 
quitted Vienna in order to vifit theCpuntels 
D’Althan, at her country feat in Moravia, 
Metaftafio received a letter from the ad- 
mirable Halle, the compofer, requefting his 
inftru&ions in fetting to mufic his opera of 
Attilio Regoh , for the court of Drefden (k). 
And his Anfwer may ferve as a uleful leffon 
to future compofers of this drama, and in-. 

(») This was the opera that was written in 1740, for 
the Emperor Charles Vi’s, birth-day; but that Prince 
dying before it was brought on the ftage, no ufe was made 
of it, till the period mentioned in the following letter, 

deed 
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deed furnifh many valuable hints to compa- 
rers of operas in general. 



LETTER IV. 

To Sicj. Adolfo Hasse, the celebrated Pro. 
felfor of Mufic, detto il Sajfone (called the 
Saxon), concerning the Opera of Attilio 
Reoolo. 

My dear Monfieur Hafle has never been 
abfent from my heart fmee I quitted Vienna; 
but, hitherto, I have not been able to de- 
vote myielf to your fervice, becaufe in this 
raoft idle buftle I am hardly my own mailer 
when I fleep. So fully am I engaged in 
walking, Ihooting, mufic, cards, and con- 
verfation, that not a moment remains for 
private meditation, without defrauding io- 
ciety. Yet, in fpite of all thefe impedi- 
ments, I am penetrated with fuch remorle 
for having lo long negle£ted you, that I am 
now determined to obey your commands. 
But what can I poffibly fugged to you, 
which has not already occurred to your own 
mind ? After lo many illuftrious proofs of 
knowledge, judgment, grace, expreflion, in- 
vention,. 
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vention, and ingenuity, with which you 
only have been able to difpute the palm of 
harmonic primacy with our nation : after 
having bieathed with your feducing notes 
into fo many poetical compofitions that life 
and foul which the authors themlelves were 
unable to furnilh or imagine, what light, 
advertifement, or inftruCtion, can you ex- 
pert me to furnifh ? If I were only to 
mention things with which you are not ac- 
quainted, my letter would already be fi- 
nilhed ; but if you with me to' convcrfe 
with you, God knows when I thould have 
done. 

A lid now, as Attilio Rego/o is to be the 
fubjcCt of my letter, I lhall begin by de- 
veloping the characters, which, perhaps, are 
pot exprelTed in fo lively a manner in the 
piece, as I had conceived them in my mind. 

In Regulus, it has been my intention to 
delineate the character of a Roman hero of 
confummate virtue, according to the Pagan 
idea, not only in principle, but practice ; 
whole fortitude has been long tried, and is 
proof againft every caprice of fortune. A 
rigid and fcrupulous bbferver, as well of 
juftice and probity, as of the laws and cus- 
toms which time and the great authority of 

his 
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his anceftors have rendered facred to his 
country. Senfible to all the gentler paffions 
of humanity, but fuperior to each. A great 
commander, good citizen, and an affec- 
tionate father ; but never confidering thefe 
characters as diftinCt from his country, or 
otherwife among the blcffingS' or evils of 
life, than as they eventually contribute to 
the welfare or injury to that whole of which 
he confdered liimfelf as a part. A great 
friend to glory, but regarding it merely as a 
reward to which individuals fhould afpire, by 
facrificing their own intcreft and happinefs 
to public utility. 

With thefe internal qualities, I attribute 
to my prototype a ma^eftic exterior, with- 
out pomp ; reflecting, but lerene ; authorita- 
tive, but humane ; equal, confiderate, and 
compofed. I fhould not like that his voice 
or geftures fhould be violent, except in two 
or three fituations of the opera, in which a 
fenfible deviation from the conftant tenor of 
his fubfequent conduCt, would exalt his ruling 
paffions, which arc patriotifm and glory. 
You mull: not be alarmed, my dear Sir, I 
ffiall be much fhorter in the description of 
the other characters. 



In 
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In the perfonage of the Conful, Manlius 1 
I have tried to reprefent one of thofe great 
men, who, in the midft of every civil and 
military virtue, fuffer themfelves to be car- 
ried away by the rage of emulation, beyond 
all warrantable bounds* I wifh this rivality 
to be ftrongly marked, as well as his hoflile 
dil’pofition of mind towards Regulus. Thefe 
will appear in the firft feene with Attilia , as 
well as in the beginning of the next, in 
which the Senate hears Regulus, and the 
Carthaginian Ambafladors. His fubfequent 
change of ientiment into refpeft and tender- 
nefs for Regulus, will render his charafter 
more admirable, and more plealing ; it will 
exalt the virtue of Regulus, by demon- 
flrating its efficacy in producing fuch ftu- 
pendous effects, and will add to the fecond 
feene of the fecond aft, which is that for 
which I feel the greateft partiality.* The 
charafteriftic of Manlius is a natural pro- 
pcnfity to emulation, which when he difeo- 
vers, he correfts, but does not relinquiffi. 

Publius is the young lion that promifes 
all the force of the fire, but is not yet fur- 
niihed with tulks and claws ; and it may 
eafily be conjcftured through his impetuofity, 

paffion. 
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paflidn, and the inexperience of youth, what 
he will be, when arrived at maturity. 

Lycinius is a pleafing young man, valiant 
and refolute, but extremely impaffioned. 
Hence it is very difficult to convince him of 
the neceffity of facrificing the genius of 
his wife, and even the life of his benefadlor 
to glory, and the fervice of his country. 

Amilcar is an African, not accuftomed to 
the maxims of probity and juftice, which 
the Romans, at this time, profeffed, and 
much left to their praflice : hence, from the 
beginning, he remains in aftoniffiment, be- 
ing unable to comprehend a way of think- 
ing fo diametrically oppolite to that of his 
country. He is, however, ambitious of 
imitating what he fees ; but, for want of 
moderation, goes awkwardly to work. How- 
ever, during his ffiort refidence at Rome, 
if he'did not acquire the Roman virtue, he 
at lead: learned to envy thofe who pof- 
fefled it. 

The ruling paffion of Attilia is tenderneft 
and veneration for her father, whom fhe not 
only prefers to Rome itfelf, but to her 
lover. Convinced by authority and ex- 
ample, ffie, at length, adopts her father’s 
fentiments, but in the trial of that fortitude, 

which 
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which fKe wifhed to imitate, fhe manifeftly 
finks under the weaknefs of her fex. In 
Barces, I figured to myfelf a pleafing, beau- 
tiful and lively African. Her temperament, 
like that of her nation, is amourous, and 
her tendernefs for Amilcar extreme. In 
him, all her hopes, her fears, thoughts and 
cares, are centered. She is even more at- 
tached to her lover than the manners of her 
country ; and is not only more indifferent 
than him about the Roman pafiion for glory, 
but thanks the Gods for having preferved 
her from its contagion. 

Thefe are the general outlines of the 
portraits I meant to draw ; but you know 
that the pencil is not always faithful to the 
traces of the mind. It therefore depends 
upon you, who are not only an excellent 
artifir, but a perfedl friend to clothe my per- 
fonagres in fo mafterlv a manner, that if 
their features fhould not ftrike, they may be 
recognized, at leail:, bv their drefs and or- 
laments. 

And now, to come to particulars, accord- 
ing to your defire, I fhall {peak of the Reci- 
tatives, fome of which I fhould wifh to be 
animated by Inftruments ; but in pointing 
them out I do not pretend to limit your 

ideas ; 



zed b\ 



D 



( 321 ) 

Ideas : where mine meet your wifhes, adopt 
them ; but where we difagree, I beg of you 
not to change your opinion, in mere com- 
placency. 

In the firft atft, I find two fituations in 
which inftruments may afiift me. The firlt 
is the whole harangue of Attilio to Manlius, 
in the fecond fcene, beginning 

A cbe vengo ! Ab fina a quando. 

Wherefore do I come ! When, ah tell me when. 

After the words A che vengo, the inftruments 
fhould begin to be heard; and, afterwards, 
fometimes lilent, fometimes accompanying 
the voice, and fometimes by reinforcing, to 
give energy and fire to an oration in itfelf 
violent ; and I fhould like this accompani- 
ment to continue to the end of the verfe 

La barbara or qua l i. Car taro, o Roma ? 

Now which is the barbarian, Carthage, or Rdme ? 

But I believe that it will be neceflary, 
particularly in this fcene, to avoid the in- 
convenience of rhakins: the linger wait for 
the chord ; otherwife all the heat and ener- 
gy of the fpeech would be chilled, and the 
inftruments, inftead of animating, would 
vol i. y enervate 
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enervate the recitative, and render the pic-» 
lure disjointed, obfcure, and fuffbcated in 
the frame. So that it feems here, as if all 
ritornelli , or interftitial fymphonies, fhouldf 
be avoided. 

The other fituation is in the feventh fcene 
of the fame aft ; and is precifely one of thole 
little places in which I fhould wifh Regulus 
to quit his moderation, and think more of 
himfelf than ufual. There are only twelve 
verfes that I fhould with to have accompa- 
nied ; which begin at : 

la vcnijji a tradirvi - - - - 

Through fear I fhould bttray you - - - 

and end with : 

Came al name di Ram* Africa tremi. 

How Africa! trembles at the name of Rome. 

If you lhould think accompaniment neceA 
fary here, I recommend the fame oeconomy 
of time as before ; that the adtor may not 
be embarraffed or obliged to wait, by which 
that fire .would be diminifhed, which I wifH 
to have encreafed. 

And now we are fpeaking of the feventh 
fcene of the fir 11: a61, if you have no objec- 
tion, I lhould wifh to have a very fhort 

ftmphony 
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fymphony after this verfe of Manlius, 
T acbeta ; ei viene *, to give time for the 
Conful and Senators to take their places, 
and to allow Regulus leifure for advancing 
flowly, and in a penfive manner. The cha- 
ra&er of the fymphony fhould be majeftic, 
(low, and fometimes interrupted ; exprefling 
as it were the (late of Regulus’s mind, in 
refledting upon his now entering that place 
as a (lave, in which he formerly prefided as 
conful. I fhould like, that during one of 
thefe breaks in the fymphony, Amilcar 
fhould come in to fpeak ; when, during the 
filence of the inftruments, be fhould pro- 
nounce thefe verfes : 

Regolo a che Carrtjll f E ftrfe nutvt 
Per te quejio Stggitrne P 

Why doft thou ftop, O Regulus? Is it from thy 
being unaccuftomed to this afiembly ? 

And the fymphony fhould not be concluded, 
till after Regmlus’s anfwer : 

O 

Pen ft qua! ne partii, qual vi ritorno . 

I think of what I%as, and what I return. 

But after thefe words, I fhould not wifh 
the inftruments to perform apy thing more 
than a mere clofe. 

* Silence ; He comes. 

y 2 In 
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In the fecond aft, there feems to me nti 
other recitative which requires accompani- 
ment, than the foliloquy of Rcgulus, which 
begins thus, fc. 7th. 

Tit palpiti , 0 mio Cor /- - - - 
. Thou trembled, O my heart ! - - - - 

This ought to be recited fitting, till after 
the following words : 

Ah no. D'c vili 

Shutfto i il linguaggio. 

Ah no ! this is the language of Haves. 

The reft to be performed Handing ; for as 
the exit of Regulus happens at the change 
of feene, it would be difficult if he were 
fitting. But in order that he may have time 
and l'pace to move about flowly, Hopping 
from time to time, and manifefting himfelf 
to be immerfed in thought, it is neceffary 
that the inftruments ffiould introduce, affift, 
and fecond, his refle&ions. While the 
aftor is fitting, as his rejections confift of 
doubts and fufpenfions, they will afford an 
opportunity for extraneous modulation, and 
(hort ritornclli for the inftruments ; but the 
inftaait he riles, the reft of the l'cene requires 
4 relolution 
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refolution and energy : fo that I recur to 
my former ,wilh, for oecoiromy of time. 

And now we are fpeaking of this fcene, 
I mud beg of you to corredt the original, 
which I tranfmitted in the following man- 
ner. There is a meaning implied, which 
upon refledtion feems to want clearnel's in 
the expreflion. 

Ah no ! De vili 

£>ueJlo e il linguaggio. Inutilmcntc nacque 
Chi fol vive a fe JlcJJo : e fol da quejlo 
Nobili affetto cid obbliar s'impara 

Se per altrui . Quanto a di ben la terra , 

Alla gloria Jt dee. 

Ah no ! this is the language of the worthlefs. He- is 
born to no purpofe who lives but forhimfclf. It' is only 
from this noble affection of forgetting ourfelvcs, that we 
learn to be ufeful to others. Whatever the world can 
bellow that is moll valuable, is due to glory. 

Though there are places in the third adt, 
as well as in the other two, which I may 
have negledted to mention, where violins 
may be opportunely employed; yet I niufl: 
obferve, that this ornament fhould not be 
rendered too familiar ; and I Ihould be glad, 
if in this third adt, particularly, no accom- 
y 3 panicd 
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panied recitative occurred, till the iafi j'ctne . 
This is prevented by the noife and tumult of 
the people, who cry out, Regolo refit, “ flay 
with us Regulus. ” The noife of thefe cries 
ought to be great, to imitate reality, and ta 
manifeft what a refpeCtful lilence the mere 
prefence of Regulus could obtain, from a 
whole tumultuous people. The inftruments 
fhould be filent when the other perfonagcs 
fpeak ; and, if you approve of it, may be 
employed whenever the Prototype fpeaks in 
the lafi fcene ; varying, however, the move- 
ment and modulation, not merely to exprefs 
and enforce the words or fentimcnts, as is 
thought a great merit by other compofers, 
but to paint alfo the fituation of mind of him 
who pronounces thefe words and fentiments, 
at which fuch mailers as you always afpire. 
For you know, as well as I, that the fame 
words and fentiments may be uttered, accord- 
ing to the diverfity of fituation, in fuch a 
manner as to cxprefs cither joy, forrow, 
anger, or pity. I fhould hope from fuch 
hands as yours, that a recitative always ac- 
companied by inftruments, would not be 
fuch a tirefome thing as it ufually is, from 
others. In the firft place, becaufe you will 
preferve that ceconomy of time which I 

have 
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have lo much recommended; particularly, 
as you like wife fo well know how to perfett 
the art, by the judicious and alternate ufe of 
pianos and fortes , by rinforzandos , by flaccatos, 
Jlurs, accelerating and retarding the mea- 
fure, arpeggios, (hakes, foftenutos , and above 
all, by new modulation, of which you alone 
feem to know the whole arcana (o). But 
if, in defpight of fo many fubfidiaries, you 
(hould be of a different opinion, 1 (hall 
readily give way to your experience, and be 
perfectly contented, if the following vCrfes 
are accompanied by violins ; that is, the firft 
ten, from : 

Regolt refii ! Ed it P afeolto ! Ed it 

Stay Regulus 1 And do I hear tbit ! Can I - * - 

To the verfe : 

Mcritai l' edit Vtjlro f 

How have I deferred your hatred ? 

Then from the verfe : 

No : fojjibil non e, De' miei Romani 
No; ’tis impolfible. Of my Romani 

To: 

Eftrto cittadin : Padre commando, 

I exhort you as a citizen: as a Father, I command. 

(«) Thefe technical terms, and the refinements they cx- 
prefs, were but little known, at leaft in England, forty 
years ago. 

Y 4 and 
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and laftly from 

Romani, addio. Siano i congedi ejlremi 
to the end (j > ). 

(p) This being the celebrated piece of Recitative, whieh, 
as fet by Jomclli, was conftantly encored when performed 
in England, by Serafini, in 1754, I fhall give it here en- 
tire, with a literal tranflation. 



Romaniy addio. Siano i congest 
ejhrenu 

Degni di not. Lode agli Dei, .vi 
lafcto , 

E vi lafcio Romani. Ab conftrvate 

lUibalo il gran name : e voi far etc 

G/i axlitri dtlla terra ; e il mondo 
intero 

Roman diventerd. Numi cufiodi 

Di queft' almo terren\ Dec protetlrici 

Delta Jin pc d'Enea , confdo a voi 

Quefto popol eTEroi: ft an voftra 
cura 

Queft 0 Juoly queft c teiti f e queft e mar a. 

Fate cbe fempre in effe 
La coftnnza, la fe y la gloria al- 
bergbit 

La gi:ftizia y il valor e. E y Je giam- 

mai , 

Mtnaccia il Campidoglio 
Alcun' aftro malign* viftufti rei y 

Ecco Reg olo, O Dei : Regolofolo 

Si a la vittima voftra ; e ft confumi 

“Julia f ira del cielftd capo mio : 

%Zi Rt?ma i/ltfa - - - - Ab qui ft 
p:ange ! Addio. 



Romans, adieu. Let this our 
lift farewel 

Be worthy of us all. Thank 
heaven I leave you, 

And leave you Romans. Ahftrivc 
to keep 

Unfullicd that great name; and 
you will be 

The Earth’s foie arbiters. AH 
human kind 

Will Roman foon become. Ye 
guardian pow’rs 

Of this bleft land ! Divinities who 
watch 

Oe’r great ALneas* fons ! to you I 
truft 

This race of heros; O prote& 
with care 

This foftering foil, thefe man- 
fions, and thefe walls. 

May conftancy, and fortitude, 

With valour, juftice, glory, and 
good faith, 

Fix here their facrcd dwelling, 
and if 

Some evil and malignant ftar 

With influence dire the Capitol 
lhou.d threat, 

Behold eternal Gods, your Re- 
gulus : 

Let him your victim be, and, on 
his head 

Let all the wrath of hcav’n be 
fpent. But ah ! 

Let Rojne unhurt, remain - - - 
here — here 

I feel myfclf unman ’d ! - - - 
Adieu 1 

Yon 
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You imagine now, I Tuppofe, that this 
lirefome difcuflion is over. No, Sir, we 
have (till a fhort addendum to tack to it. 
I fhould wifh that the laft chorus were one 
of that kind, with which you have excited 
in the audience a defire of hearing it, un- 
known before ; and that there fhould be 
fuch a ftamp fet on the addio , with which 
the Romans take a final leave of Regulus, 
as fhall demonftrate, that this Chorus is not 
like moft others, a fuperfluity, but a moft 
effential part of the cataflrophe. 

I here quit the fubjeft, not indeed, for 
\vant of materials, or will to converfe with 
you longer; but becaufe I am really tired 
myfelf, and fearful of tiring you. 

Signor Annibali, is defirous that I (hould 
write fomething to him, concerning his 
part (a). But I muft entreat you to read 
to him fuch paffages of this letter, as you 
may think likely to afford him any fatisfac- 
tion. I have not time to perufe what I have 
written; think then, whether it is poffiblc 
for me to tranfcribe any part of it. 

(a) Annibali, whole voice was a contralto., and who 
performed the part of Attilio, was in England, and fung 
in Handel's Operas, at Covcnt Garden, in 1736-& 7. 
§ce his Character, Hijlory of Mufic , vol. iv. p. 398. 402. 

Preleut 
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Prcfent a thoufand affectionate compli- 
ments in my name, to the incomparable 
Signora Fauftina, and believe me, upon all 
occafions, yours moft truly ( i>). 

Vienna, 1749. 



LETTER V. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

I should rejoice, without bounds, at your 
happy arrival in your native country, if in 
the letter which you have been pleated to 
write to me on the fubjeCt, there tranfpired 
the leaft lign that you would rejoice your- 
felf. I with I may be miftaken in my con- 
jectures ; but it is certain, that in your 
Laconic epittle, there does not appear the 

(A ) Regarding thde memoirs as a kind of fupp^ent to 
my General H'jlcry of Mujic, I have inferted a tranfla- 
tion of this letter, at full length, however long and tech- 
nical it may appear to feme of my readers : as I cannot 
help regarding the inftrudtions of fuch a Poet, to fuch a 
Mufician, as precious relics, not only worthy of prefer- 
vation, but of being contemplated with reverence, by 
young Opera compofers, ambitious not only to embellifli, 
but enforce the imagery and (entiments of the Poetry 
yvhich they have to cloath with melody and harmony. 

linaUeft 
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fmallefl: fpark of that content which ufually 
inflames a mind, voti compos. I wilh you 
may enjoy that tranquility which you pro- 
pofe to yourfelf, and wi£h it from my heart; 
would to God .you may difcover the un- 
known fource of happincls. 

My Attilio Rego/o is preparing for the 
Theatre Royal at Drefden, with all con- 
venient difpatch. Annibali writes me 
word, that the mufic of the two firft a&s, 
has already been rehearled before their 
Majefties, and is molt excellent. I wilh, 
as you may imagine, that its fuccefs may 
anfwer expectation ; but of this, you will 
certainly have a more flncere account than 
myfelf ; however, if it Ihould fail, there is 
no likelihood that rumour will be filent. It 
is long fince my tranquility was at the 
mercy of popular breath. The public may 
determine how they pleafe on the prefent 
occafion; neither the excefs nor want of 
approbation, will furprife me. I am too well 
convinced, that theic rather depend on the 
fortuitous concourfe of a thoufand fepret and 
minute accidents, than on the apparent mo- 
tives to which they are afcribed. 

Viyin*, Dec. 37th, 1749, 

LET. 
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LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAME, AT SIENNA. 

Your letter of the 19th of January, 
changed the plea lure which I constantly 
ufed to receive from your correfpondence, 
into bitternefs, at your complaints of the ac- 
complishment of my prediction concerning 
your migration into Tulcany. Good God 1 
have you then read, thought, and perhaps 
written, fo much in vain about happinefe 
being the more difficult to attain, in propor- 
tion to the eagernefs with which it is pur- 
sued ! and have you then l'uffered your ima- 
gination to run away with you, fo far as 
to think you Shall come to beggary ? Oh, 
but fay you, I was not in earned:, and our 
old matters tell you that turpe cji dicere non 
putabam: and, particularly, when before you 
took this ftep, your friends with zeal has- 
tened to your affiftance, as you well know, 
upon the firft rumour, and did every thing 
in their power to enlighten you ; they tried 
to Jiold you by the fleeve, but you tore your-- 
felf from their hold. So true it is, that wile 

maxims 
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maxims can never enable the mind to refill 
the emotions of the heart, when, thanks to 
daily pra£tice, they are mechanically con- 
verted into habits. For our difgrace, the 
trade of a poet eonfifts more in laying what 
is right, than dt pra&ifing it. But all this 
fine homily is already out of fealon : confider 
it merely as a tranfport of grief, I Ihould 
pleafe you more, if I were lcfs interelled in 
your welfare. You regard me as Moliere’s 
old man, who difturbed at the news of his 
Ion’s captivity, cries out every moment, but 
•what the devil had he to do on fhtp- board ? 
You alk my help ; but when you have ob 
tained all that I can give, it will amount to 
but little. Yet, however convinced I mav be 
of my debility, 1 lhall not remain with my 
hands in my bofom, but lhall try, at leaft, to 
flimulate thofe who have more llren^th to 
help you on. I mull confefs, however, that 
I Ihould have had much more courage, if I 
were able to draw water from the fource : 
there it is limpid and open, qualities which it 
does not preferve in its canals. 

That the Princefs Royal occupies herfelf 
in tranilating my Attilio , is Hill a fecret to 
me. She has, however, communicated to me 
many of her poetical produdtions, and with- 
out 
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dut adulation, I declare, that I am always 
more and more furprifed to find, that in fpite 
of the delicacy of lex, and the weighty af- 
fairs incident to her rank, Ihe has been able 
to mount fo high on Parnaffus. 

All the letters from D re file n confirm the 
fortune of Attilio. But the moll flattering 
of all proofs, is the approbation of the King, 
who knows a great part of it by heart ; a 
circumftance of which he did not wifh me to 
remain ignorant. He has deigned to have 
it infinuated to me, that he Ihould have 
been highly plealed, if I could have been 
prefent at any one of the reprel'entations ; 
and in lpite of the impertinence of my nerves, 
and of the uncommonly horrid winter which 
this perverfe year has produced, I Ihould 
have given way to fuch an excuf'able vanity, 
if the whole medical faculty, and the outcries 
of my friends, had not prevented me. This, 
my dear Abate, is the moll illuftrious pre- 
mium that I can propofe to my labours, the 
reft is more an affair of others, than my 
own. 

The Neapolitan Envoy at Drefdeu, loads 
me with a mercantile care, little adapted to 
my profeflion. He never had written to me 
before; but now writes, only on this fubjedt, 

and 
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ind is determined that I (hall have enough 
of it, for he fpeaks of nothing elfe. This 
confidence does not more furprife, than hon- 
our me. You, according to him, are to 
fpeak to me on the fame chapter. Oh poor 
humanity ! Adieu, believe me without ex- 
aggeration, yours mod fincerely. 

Vienna, February 7, 1750. 



LETTER TIL 

TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI. 

I feel more pain than remorfe at not hav- 
ing been able to anfwer your letter of the 
25th of April, fooner. My health, (bme 
domeftic affairs, a world of commilfions for 
other people, and different maledi&ions, have 
phyfically prevented me from being with, 
you, but not at all from thinking of you. I 
have frequently fpoken of your affairs to 
Count Lofi, and have always found him 
full of benevolence towards you. It would 
not be amifs, if you were to join in teazing 
him, by thanking him for the partiality 
towards you which he has repeatedly men- 
tioned to me ; defcribing to him in the (hort- 
cfl manner poffible, the true (late of your 
3 affairs ; 
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affaiis; and magnifying the hope you place 
in his kind offices. 

1 read with pleafure the Canzonetta of 
Signora Livia Accarigi. It is poetical, happy, 
graceful, and harmonious : and coming from 
a lady, is, in fhort,- more than fufRcient to 
difgrace our whole fex. You may fafely 
and confcientioufly congratulate her upon it 
in my name. I know not whether our au- 
gufl: patron has yet feen it; but I know that 
I have laid fuch a train, that he certainly 
will fee it. 

Vienna, Jane 6, 1750. 



I 
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SECTION VIII. 



W e fhall now refume the correlpondence 
of our poet with his friend Farinelli, which 
feems to have been the moft cordial and 
conftant literaryintercourfehefuftained after 
the death of the Romanini. In a former letter 
to him that has been inlerted in thefe me- 
moirs (c), Metaftafio Ipcaks of his naft ir/ impa- 
tience for the arrival of a prelent of fnufF, 
which had beenfent to him from Spain by the 
vocal favourite of that court ; and now he 
gives an account of its being in his pofleffion. 

LETTER I. 

TO /THE CAVALIER FARINELLr. 

Notwithstanding a croud of letters 
that lie before me, and which will remain 

(f) See above, p. 295. 
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in peace, till the tortured nerves of my poor 
head will allow me to anfwcr them, 1 can- 
not poftpone embracing you, and giving you 
an account of the fnuff being arrived, and in 
my pofleffion, together with the vanilla, 
and bark. I received the cheft two days 
ago, proud of ever having had a fhare in 
the Spanilh Flota. It is impoflible to thank 
you in a more expreffive formula, than in 
faying aloud, that the gift is worthy of your 
heart. The whole city and court are al- 
ready informed of it ; and I take efpecial 
care, that juffice is done to my moft beloved 
twin. The bark and fluff, are arrived in the 
, higheft prefervation. The vanilla is a little 
dry, and, inl'ome of the extremities, it has con- 
tracted a kind of ruft, or mouldinefs, which 
made me fear it was fpoiled. But the learn- 
ed in fuch matters have cleaned it, and fay 
that it will be Hill ufeful. I lhould enter 
upon a long and formal acknowledgement, 
but we know one another too well: you 
would Ikip like a grafshopper ; and I lhould 
not fay half what I feel. You who are in 
my heart, or rather who have it with you, 
afk it how it feels. 

Laft week I fent you the drama of the 
„ Cbiefi, with the additional part you defired. 

* if 
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If the paflage which you propofed by a 
merchant fhip, is as fhort as it ought to be, 
you will have it twenty-three, or twenty-four 
days, before Eafter. But if not, the fault 
will be your correfpondent’s, not mine. The 
prefent letter will go through Paris direftly 
to Madrid. Obferve, when you receive it, 
the difference of time that it has been on 
the road, from that of former letters. 

Marefchal Count Pinos has been here, to 
thank me for the partiality which you have 
fhewn to his nephew. He is impatient to 
obey your commands in fomething or other, 
and extremely forry that the bufinefs of Sig. 
Rodolfo is abfolutely impracticable. He 
entreats you to put him to fbme other trial ; 
and, in the mean time, if it fhould be con- 
venient and defirable for his fon to try his 
fortune, and enter into his fervice, he will 
give him a company in his own regiment. 

Our Countefs d’Althan thanks you for 
the favourable notice you have taken of her 
nephew ; is much pleafed with your remem- 
brance; and having divided with her my 
fnuff, it will conftantly ftimulate gratitude, 
at leaft in the nafal fenfe. 

By your filence concerning feveral of my 
letters, 1 begin to apprehend that they are 

z 2 loft. 
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loft. Your laft is dated the 28th of No- 
vember. 

• Whenever an opportunity offers, I beg 
you will never fail to lay at the feet of your 
Deitv, the moft humble tributes of my pro- 
found refpeft : and fay, that authorifed by 
fuch an oracle, my vanity begins to become 
a virtue. Adieu my dear Gemello. Thanks 
again, and — No, no ; you begin to bounce. 
Love me as 1 do you, and I defire no 
more. 

Vienna, 3d of 1750 (J). 



In the next letter to his old and zealous 
friend, he refumes the unfortunate fubjeff 
of his Neapolitan place ; and fpeaks of the 
profecutions of fortune, in fpite of all the 
favour and partiality of the four principal 
fovereigns in Europe, with equal energy 
and indignation. And it does feem, as if 
princes were more negligent, or lefs able 
than is generally imagined, to reward fuch 
captivating talents as Metaftafio’s, even at 
the time when they were moft enchanted 

by them, and when they moft openly con- 

» 

(«) In none of Metaftafio’s Letters, written during the 
fiift month of the year, is January mentioned. 

felled 
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felled their obligations. That no one of 
thefe princes would encourage the feizure of 
a purchaied place, in order to reward his 
merit at another’s expence, was a virtuous 
forbearance ; but that no one of them, or 
that all together, would not indemnify the 
poet’s lols by an adequate penfion, is a moft 
marvellous inftance of the inefficacy of royal 
favour ! 



LETTER II. 

TO FARINELLI. 

All the newfpapers are full of the royal 
magnificence with which you have brought 
out my Demofoonte. In lhort Madrid, 
thanks to your care, occupies the firll; place 
among all the theatres in Europe. And 
this will always happen, where princes have 
good nofes, and can diftinguiffi a melon 
from a pumpkin ; in fhort, when they do 
not order the ffioe-maker to do the bufinels 
of a barber; or the barber to make boots. 
All this theatrical primacy on the banks of 
the Manzanare, except the fovereign lup- 
port, is your work: and whatever does you 
honour, fweetly excites my twin teudernels. 

z 3 You 
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You may cafily imagine whether I am flat- 
tered or not, by the generous nation in which 
you refide, honouring me with the title of 
the great Spanifh poet : I fhould be pleated 
if I were a hermit in a defert, or a mummy 
baked into a monk of La Trappe; confider 
then to what degree I mud be intoxicated, 
being a poet, and living in a court. But the , 
venerated oracle pronounced in my favour, 
by the fir ft ftar of this firmament, is fo great 
and fo enviable a premium for my poor 
labours, that I forget their inefficacy in pro- 
curing me fomc little favour from my ene- 
my fortune. I begin to wiffi that fome 
author would take it into his head to write 
my life, and without the leaft deviation 
from trtuh, would begin thus : In the eigh- 
teenth century , lived a certain Abate Metajla - 
Jio, a] tolerable poet among bad ones: neither 
handfome nor ugly ; more full of wants than 
avarice ; with the fair-fex tender , but refpeB- 
ful ; faithful to his friends, though ufelefs ; en- 
dowed with a defre to do good, but devoid of 
the means. He laboured during his whole life, 
at once to injlrutt and delight mankind ; but 
fortune was always fo much his foe , that in 
fpite of the reclitude, pity , and grandeur, of 
the mof jujl fovereigns in Europe, he bad been 

deprived. 
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deprived , •without a crime , of the miferable re- 
ward of his innumerable labours , and the means 
of fecuring the leaf provifion for old age ; but 
notwithfanding fg^tnany misfortunes, he died 
proud, and contented ; -in- remembring that one 
of the greateft, mof enlightened, and mofi 
amiable princejfes upon earth, had preferred 
him to all the poets who fourijhed during the 
age in which he lived. 

Jomelli is the beft compofer, of whom 
I have any knovvledge, for words. Be af- 
fured that I have no partiality for him. It 
is true, that he repeats too much ; but it is 
the prefent epidemical vice of Italy, of 
which he will foon be corrected. He has 
fometimes reftrained the caprice and am- 
bition of fingers. But there are no Fari- 
nellis, to whofe tafte and judgment a poet 
may fafely refign himfelf. 

A company of ladies, enlifted under the 
banner of the Countefs d’Althan, will have 
me fpeak of them, and tell you how much 
they love you, in fpite of the mifchief which 
you have done them, in rendering your imi- 
tators intolerable. But this would be a 
long bufinefs; and 1 have hardly time to 
mention the affedion with which I am, &c. 

z 4 T« 
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To relieve you from the tirefomenefs of 
of this letter, I fend you a Canzonetta on the 
departure of Nifa. You will find it very 
tender, but do not wrong me fo far as to 
fuppofe me in love. You know whether I 
am capable of luch imbecility. The mufic 
is common, and my own ; but whoever 
fings it with a little expreffion, will find it 
fufficient to vanquifh a Nifa. A better 
competition would acquire 'more applaufe to 
the mufician, but fewer advantages to the 
lover. 

Vienna, January 28, 175O; 



A letter which he wrote to the Princels 
of Belmonte, with his beautiful Canzonet, 
La Partenza, dated Feb. 21, 1750, has been 
preferred in the family, and the following 
tranfoript of it has been inferted in the me- 
moirs of the poet, by Sig. Mattei. 

“ I am fo pleafed and flattered by the 
correfpondence with which your excellency 
deigns to continue to honour me, that the 
flighted: pretext for keeping it a/ive, feems 
to me a mod weighty, reafon for writing. 
The excufc for the prefent letter, will be 
die inclofed canzonet, which makes me 

b^in 
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"begin to fancy it good for fomething. I 
wrote it more than a year ago, through 
mere complailance, and thought it lo little 
worthy of appearing in public, that I fup- 
pofed it would either die almod as i'oon as 
born, or lead a folitary and oblcure life in 
fome forgotten delk of the perfon for whom 
it was unwillingly produced. But I per- 
ceive, that I was midaken : it was not born 
for a monadic life : it has begun to fuffer it- 
felf to be feen by dealth : difficulty enhances 
the price of every thing. It has acquired 
fame (as often happens) by exaggerated 
accounts of its beauty. This fame has 
created an eager defire of poffeffion, in many 
who have been but too eafily gratified by the 
fird raviffier. And fearing, that my droll- 
ing Helen, palling from one of her pretended 
admirers to another, might poflibly be heard 
of by your Excellence, before her exidence 
was announced by myi’elf, I now fend her ; 
not from thinking her worthy of favour, 
but to preclude the accufation of negligence. 
Here die is. Sulpend mod venerated prin- 
cefs, your natural gentlenefs and candour: 
treat her with feverity ; make her do penance, 
and regard her as a difobedient daughter, 
who has had the ^tffront ery to elope from 

her 
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her father. Your Excellence has long known, 
that I am unable to write any thing that is 
to be fung, without imagining fome fort of 
mufic. What I now fend, was written to 
the mufic which accompanies it(e). It is in- 
deed a very fimple melody ; yet, if fung with 
that tender expreflion which I fuppofe, it 
will be fufficient to fecond the force of the 
words: and whatever mufic of a more re- 
fined and ftudied fpecies (hall be applied to 
them, may produce greater applaufe to the 
mufician, but will certainly be lefs advanta- 
gious to the poet. ” 

As no doubt remains that the Canzonet/a , 
La Partenza , was written to the fame air 
which the poet had fet to La Liber ta , I 
(hall here prefent my mufical readers with 
another copy of that air, with which I have 
been favoured by Doctor Haydn , who well 
remembers the having heard Metaftafio ling 
it. There is fome little difference between, 
this copy and that with which I was fur- 
nilhed by Coccbi ; and in order to enable the 

(e) This is almoft a proof that the air which Metaftafio 
himfelf had fet to his Liberia, had ferved during the time 
of infpiration, to regulate the metre of La Partenza, and 
probably of his Palinodia, as the verification of all thefe 
three poems, is the fame. 

Englifh 
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Englifh reader to form fome faint idea of the 
beautiful fentiments of the original poem, 
and to furnifh him with a fecond excufe for 
tinging Metaftafio’s own melody, a verfion 
in the fame fliort metre is attempted; in 
which, the difficulty will but too plainly ap- 
pear, of compreffing into our language, all 
the ideas of the original, in the lame num- 
ber of words. 

There was a ftory current in Vienna, in 
1772, concerning the occaiion of the fol- 
lowing Canzonet. The Nice, who had 
been the heroine of La Liberta, was not the 
heroine of La Partenza , nor was the diftrela 
which the poet defcribes, his own ; but that 
of a young nobleman of very high rank, 
who having been lo deeply enamoured of a 
beautiful young opera dancer, as to make 
his friends fear he would elope with her, and 
make her his wife, they entreated-Metafta- 
lio to reaion with the young lover, and try 
to prevail on him to let her be fent away to 
fome remote country, in order to facilitate 
his cure. The poet tells the Princefs di 
Belmonte, in the preceding letter, that he 
wrote the Canzonet unwillingly and through 
mere complaisance', and in a letter to Fari- 
nelli, written about the fame time, different 
• . from 
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from that in which the little poem was fent, 
we have the ftory, though confiderably dif- 
guifed. In {peaking of fuch performers of 
all kinds as were then employed in the Im- 
perial theatre, and who when their engage- 
ments were out, might be of ufe in that of 
Madrid, he fays : “ By the incloled memo- 

rial, you will perceive, that I reccommend 
to you a female dancer, who is much ap- 
plauded here. But you muft not judge of 
her haftily. I am not acquainted with her, 
nor have I ever {poken to her in my life. 
But every one knows how much I am yours, 
and all apply to me. I am, however, not 
exempt from intereft in this bufinefs, as I 
now perform an office which may be of 
fome utility in its confequences ; for by ferv- 
ing this lady, a very delirable work will be 
performed, which I fhall explain to you 
in two words. 

A young gentleman of my acquaintance, 
though married to a moll beautiful lady, is 
over head and ears in love with this nymph. 
By dint of preaching, I have prevailed 
on him to part from her ; but he pro- 
tcfts, that he is unable to refill her at- 
tradfions, if fhe remains here. If you could 
poffibly employ her, I really believe fhe 

would 
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would be approved. But at all events, let 
me have fuch a letter from you, as when 
Ihewn, fhall convince my friend that I did 
not deceive him, when 1 promil'ed to write 
to you.” 

Late editors tells us, that the canzonet in 
queftion, was written in 1 746 ; but it ap- 
pears from the author’s own account, that it 
was written in 1749 : we find, however, no 
mention made of it to his moll confidential 
correfpondents, till the year 1750. 

The haplefs lover feems to have impofcd 
on the poet, the defcription of his fufferings, 
as a penance for the facrifice which he had 
made to his eloquence ; and few, perhaps, 
who can afTume the defperate circumftances 
of a lover, relinquifhing the objefl of his 
paflion for ever, yet retaining his affedlion 
without the moll diflant hope of its gratifi- 
cation, will think that the bard was no 

A 

fuperficial judge of the mental difeafe of his 
patient. 
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La Partenza, or the Separation. 
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Soffri cbe in traeeia almeno 
Del mio perduta pace 
f'enga il penjirr jeguact 
Su C orme del tuo pie. 

Sempre nel tuo camino, 
Sempre m’awai vicino ; 
£ tu, chi fa fe mai 
Ti Jvwerrai di me ! 



Let me in volant thought 
Ideal bills renew, 

By reminifcence taught 
I’ll Hill thy fteps purfue. 

Full in my fight as now 
Thy image e’er will be : 

Yet, who can tell if thou 
Wilt ever think of me ! 

, b 
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Ie fra remote fponde 
Mtjfo volgtndoi pa ffi. 

An Jr 6 cbiedindo a i fajfi. 

La ninfa mia dov* e ! 

DalC una all' ultra aurora , 

Te ar.dri chiamando ognora : 
E tu , cbt fa Je mat 
Ti fowerrai di me ! 

Jo ri'vedro frvente 

Le amenr P'agge, o Nice, 
Dove vivea feLce 
Sfuando vntea ccrt te, 

A me far an termento 
Cert tome marie e cent o : 

E tu, cbt fa fe mat 
Ti fowerreu di me ! 

Ecco (dirb) quelfonte , 

Dove awamp6 di fdegno, 
Ma poi di pace in fegno 
La Sella man mi dil, 

Qfi Ji vivea di fpeme ; 

L* Ji languioia infieme ; 

«■ ■ 1 j 

• E tu, chi fa Je mat 
Ti Jowerrai di me! 

<5 uantivedrai giungendo 
Al nuovo tvo foggiorno, 
Quanti vemir/i iniomo , 

A ojjrirti amore e fe. 

Ob dio ! Cbi fa fra /anti 
Tencri omaggi, e pianti , 

Ob Dio \ Cbi fa fe mai 
Tt fovverrai di me ! 

Penfa qua l doke fir ale. 

Cm a mi lafii in feno : 
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In folitary ways, 

While forrowi ng I go, 

To rocks I’ll fing thy praife. 

To echo tell my woe. 

The woods fliall hear my vow. 
And Zephyr bring it thee : 

Yet, who can tell if thou 
Wilt ever think of me ! 

IV. 

To feenes my refUefs mind 
Will cvei hare the clue. 

When time and fate were kind. 
And Nifa was in view. 

And thefe regretting, how 
From pain can 1 be free: — 

Yet, who can tell if thou 
Wilt tree, think of me ! 

V. 

Sometimes the fountain viewing, 
Where Nifa once look’d grave ; 
Then kindnefs fweet renewing. 
Her beauteous hand ihc gave. 

Here hope fate on thy brow. 

There fear no hope could fee : 
Yet, who can tell if thou 
Wilt ever think of me ! 

VI. 

What votaries foon will croud 
Thy (brine both day and night. 
Declare their fuit aloud. 

When I am out of fight ? 

Oh hcav’n ! while thefe all bow 
And bend the fupple knee. 

Who, Nifa, knows if thou 
Wilt e'er remember me ! 

VII. 

Think of the fatal dart, 

I evermore fliall guard, 

Penfa 
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Penfa i -be arn FiUno 
Sana iperar mere ! : 

Pen/a, miaviia, ajuejta 
Barbaro addio funrfto ; 
Pen/ a Ah, chi Ja fe mai 
Ti hwtrrai di me I 



Deep rankling in my heart. 
Remote from all reward ! 
Think from my mifery now. 
How wretched I fhall be — 
But dare I hope that thou 
Wilt ever think of me ! 



LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. 

By the beginning of yours, dated the 
i 3th of the prefent year, I perceive that, 
deceived by the chearfulnefs of the ftyle of 
my letters, you think me in perfect health. 
But do not truft to that, my dear Gemello; 
you fhould remember, that fiction is the ca- 
pital of us Poets ; befides, you infpire me 
with good humour, whenever I take up the 
pen to write to you : for I find you the moft 
efficacious antidote to the acidities and fla- 
tulencies with which my poor ftomach and 
head are afflicted, and againft all the other 
moft genteel maledi&ions, that are lodged in 
my little fhattered machine ; which, how- 
ever, manifefts no outward fign of internal 
perfecution. My circumference is not di- 
minifhed ; or my countenance fallen ; and 
vol. I. A a very 
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very often, when I am engaged in the moll 
violent conflid with my fufferings, I am 
obliged to thank my friends for their con- 
gratulations upon my apparent enviable 
Hate of health. This would wear out my 
patience, did I not refled, that the fame 
mockery happens to mod of thole, whom 
the world from external appearances, thinks 
arrived at the fummit of human felicity, 
amidll the rank, riches, and honours, with 
which they are furrounded. How often, 
would thefe illuftrious wretches, gladly 
change their condition with the moll milera- 
ble of their adorers ! Your Gemello has at- 
tempted to defcribe this in his Gtufeppe 
riconofciuto. 

St a ciafcum l ’ interna affanno. 

Si legejjc in fronte fcritto i 
Quant! mat che invidia fann * 
a Ci jfaribbcro pitta ! 

If mental fufferings we could read 
-- • t Infcribed with truth upon each brow, 

1 . • . ' With pity then our hearts would bleed, 

For thofe whom moft we envy now! 

But what hypochondraic daemon has dip- 
ped me into morality ! What a peftiferous 
drug for low fpirits ! If we wilh for relief, 
let us have rccourfe to other means, as thele 
have been long tried in vain.- . 

.;.J You 
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You would 'have me pals for fuch a 
forcerer in Poetry, as you are in Mufic ; 
but, my dear Gemello, you will never have 
an accomplice in your crimes. If even my 
verfes fhould have the magical power which 
you afcribe to them, I am always infinitely 
lefs dangerous than you. Among all the in- 
habitants of the globe, the number of thofe 
who underftand the Italian language is very 
/mail ; and among thofe, few have a tafte 
for Poetry, and ftill fewer a critical know- 
ledge of its beauties and defedls. But every 
living creature has ears, and all feel them- 
lelves highly delighted by thofe fubtil and 
inlidious harmonical proportions, unknown 
to your predeceffors, with which you only 
have had the power to render prafticable, 
the fecret road by which the ear carries 
on an intercourfe with the heart. There- 
fore repent, my dear Wizard, repent of your 
crimes. 

Where is the wonder that there Ihould 
be difputes concerning the length or fhort- 
nefs of the Princefs of Phrygia ? Taftes have 
always differed. Some will have it long, 
and lome (hort j and in my opinion both 
are right ; becaufe, according to the hack- 
flied axiom, de gujiibus non ejl dijputandum. 

A a 2 lam 
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I am for the medium : and between the two 
extremes, for the fliort : yet, as a Poet, I 
muft adopt the long, whether I will or no; 
for the following reafon: That whimperer, 
vEneas, before he went to Carthage, to lead 
aftray the poor widow of your acquaintance, 
had a wife in Troy ; and the D — 1 would 
have it, that (he was called Creufa, like our 
Princefs. Virgil, in his dLneid, repeats 
the name of this good lady, at leaft ten 
times, and always places it at the end of a 
verfe, making it constantly con fill of three 
fyllables, of which the penultima is always 
hag. Now, if I had the temerity tq oppofe 
the authority of Virgil, I Ihould run the 
rilk of excommunication from the whole poe- 
tical hierarchy ; nor would a pilgrimage to 
Delphos or Helicon, be fufficient to reconcile 
me with Parnaflus. So that 1 muft, whe- 
ther I will or not, accqmmodate myfelf to 
the long name. But you, who for your 
comfort are not dipped in poetry, are under 
no neceffity to attend to thefe circumftances. 
I admire your temporifmg, like Fabiu* 
Maximus, and contenting both parties. You 
could not have done better, than by ordering, 
as you have wifely done, that one half of 
the fingers Ihould contract the name, and 

the 
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the other lengthen it. The expedient pleafes 
me fo much, that I fhall make ufe of it in 
Mufic ; and when there is any doubt, whe- 
ther a third fhould be fiat or iharp, I fhall 
play it flat with one hand, and Iharp with 
the other: thus the ears of every one will 
be gratified. 

The Countefs d’Althan, Marechal Vaf- 
quez, and Count Efterhafi, falute you cor- 
dially. I have already mentioned in my 
preceding letter, the inundation of fnuff ; 
I therefore fhall not fatigue you with re- 
fuming the fubjedl, but merely tell you, that 
every pinch I take, is a memento of the 
amiable donor. 

Let us now make peace about dates, be- 
caufe by the reply to my laft letter, you have 
well paid me for that which was forgotten ; 
but we fhall ftill difpute affection, as I fuf- 
tain that I love you more than I have a right- 
to expedt you to love me. 

Vienna, Feb. II, 175a 
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LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

What kind of cruelty is this, my mod 
inhuman, moft ungrateful, and, in Ipite of 
all this, moft beloved Gemellol Here, in 
order to obey your commands, am I up to 
the chin in mud : I have thirty horles to 
guide, and ten beafts who govern them : 
from morning to night am I belet with 
horle-lhoes, laddies, harnels, cloth-bags, 
coachmen, poftilions, farriers, and fadlers, 
who fpin my head like a top. I expedt 
every poft-day to be comforted with a letter 
from you, but none arrives. You have 
ibmethmg elfe to do : I know it, and pity 
you ; but could not you, at lcaft, order 
fomebody elie, merely to write me word 
how you do ? You have no conception, at l’uch 
a diftarice, how many melancholy thoughts 
your filence generates. I love you as much 
as you merit, that is without end ; and it is 
impollible for any one to love at that rate, 
and not be afraid. I never doubt of your 
heart, knowing it as I do. It is too great, 

and 
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and too worthy, not to coincide with one that 
is fo much yours as I am ; but the not hear- 
ing from you for fuch a length of time, is a 
fad too long and rigorous, for the Metadafian 
domach. Adieu ; I have no time to-day for 
a longer letter, having been occupied in your 
fervice another way. If I do not put the 
caravan in motion, I know not what would 
foon happen : I have no time to breathe.' 
I fent you a canzonetta. Have you re- 
ceived it ? Adieu once more. 

P. S. The letter already written is long • 
enough ; and yet I cannot help making a little 
addition to it, in favour of the agreeable Mada- 
moifelleCadellina ; to whom I advifed the fa- 
lubrious air of Aranjuez in company with her 
phyfician. I have always in my former let- 
ters begged of you to fay and do a thoufand 
kind things in my name ; but you have never 
given me the lead: aflurance of having exe- 
cuted my commiffion. Can you be jealous ? 
Oh what a vile infirmity ! I pity you ex- 
tremely, my dear Gem ello, particularly, when 
I refleft, that no one is cured of this malady 
in Spain. We good people of Germany 
know nothing of fuch a diforder, except in 
a moft moderate degree ; jud as a mere 
fauce to love. You fouthern folks, devoid 
a a 4 of 
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of all charity for your neighbours, want to 
keep the paffion of love wholly to your- 
felves, without affording the flighteft portion 
of its fweets to any one alfe. But enough 
of this you fhould thank heaven, that we 
are fo far afunder ; otherwife, in fpite of 
your numerous merits, and the paucity of 
mine, I fhould give way to all the rage I 
could mufter agaiuft you ; but thefe are 
caftles in the air. I threaten you with war 
from the Danube, and you laugh defiance 
on the Manzanare. E nee facice fa Jpotazellc. 
Ai ragione e no poco de ccbiu. 

I wrote to you a few weeks ago, concern- 
ing a young perfon, called Signora Colomba. 
Mattei', and I wrote you the truth, though L 
was commanded to make her panegyric. 
I hear that Madame Tefi has written to you 
about her likewife. Without the leaft myf- 
tery, fhe is a good moveable, and pleafes 
here very much. I beg you will write to 
me in fuch a manner that I may (hew my 
principal how obedient I have been. Aft, 
however, in fuch a manner as fhall fuit you 
beft. There is no harm in your being in- 
formed of the merchandife of this place, as 
you may probably have occafion for it in, 
vour future theatrical direftion. 

: , , My 
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My dear Gemello, your love is every 
thing to me, and wants to be fweetened by 
no prefents : fnuff, however, excepted, which 
cannot be refufed. There is fuch a mifera- 
ble fcarcity here at prefent of this drug, that 
the worft quality is fold by the dealers at an 
enormous price ; while the beft, which can 
only be brought in with the greateft diffi- 
culty, is but ordinary, and my nofe is an 
impertinent member, which will not be con- 
tent with every fort. If you will take pity on 
it, know thatitdiflikes dry fnuff, and has pofi- 
tively an infuperable averfion for that of a 
reddifh colour. Its favourite tint, is a pale 
yellow. I*have already fpoken to the dealer, 
who, in confidertion of my poetical faculty, 
will make me pay only three florins a pound, 
and will give me the earlieft intelligence of 
the arrival of the cheft that is directed to 
me. I beg you will not think me trouble- 
fome, becaufe, on the fubjed of fnuff, it is 
impoflible to be modeft . ‘ • 

Vienna, Ma j 2, 1750. 



Metallafio’s correfpondence with Sig. 
Fran, d' Argenvilliers, the banker, at Rome, 
began this year; and though thefe letters 

chiefly 
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chiefly turn on his money concern?, in that 
city, and at Naples, yet there are in them 
frequent traits of friendfhip, gratitude, and 
genius, which in the Italian language are 
interefting and beautiful. 

After acknowledging the kind manner in 
which he had honoured the draughts which 
his brother had prefented to him, he fays, 
“ I fhall not enter on the panegyrics due tt> 
your attentive, diligent, and friendly ex- 
aflitude. I feel, that the occafion which 
I have for it, far furpaffes my power of 
praile. I hope you think my heart well 
organized ; and that taken for granted, my 
mere acknowledgment is worth a. hundred 
orations of Demofthcnes. Continue to ho- 
nour me with the place which you have 
afligned me in your good heart, which I 
fhall always moft anxioufly endeavour to 
deferve.” 

In the next letter he fays: “ The eager- 
nefs which you manifefl for my coming to 
Rome, I can allure you, without poetical 
fidtion, adds many Jlimuli to my own paflion 
for fuch a vifit. But how many curfed flutes 
fhould I have to tune, before that could 
happen ! Yet who knows? 1 have not re- 
linquifhed hope. In the meantime, 1 beg to 

be 
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be honoured with your afFe&ion, in fpite of 
my involuntary Laconifm ; but pray believe 
me orientally, and with the moll fincere, 
grateful, and tender efteem, &c.” 

In another letter of the fame year, after 
thanking Sig. Argenvilliefs for his kind of- 
fices, he adds : “ I am proud of your friend- 
fhip, and correfpondence ; but I fhould be 
more fecure and tranquil, if you could fuggeft 
to me fome expedient in my power, of 
which I am ignorant, to be of a little ule 
to you in return, that I might flatter myfelf 
with not always fpunging upon you for my 
own advantage. Pray analyfe my abilities. 
It is true, for my mortification, that the 
herbs in my garden are ufelefs ; and yet, in 
the hands of an excellent botanift, who 
knows what virtues may be found in 
them ? ” 

Iu anfwer to this letter, his friend feems 
to have kept up the botanical metaphor, to 
which Metaftafio, on the point of fetting 
out for his annual excurfion into Moravia, 
replies : 

“ You fend me a botanical challenge ; 
but, thank heaven, my departure furnilhes 
me with a plaufible pretext for Ihunning 
fuch a trial. I hardly know a nettle from a 

thiftle 
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thilile, and you {peak to me of dittany and 
wound-wort. But the poftilion is impa- 
tient. Adieu.” 

We fhall return, chronologically, to this 
correfpondence ; but, at prefen t, it is net 
cellary to refume that with Farindli. 

By the irregularity of the port, Metaftafio 
had been deprived of letters from his friend 
at Madrid a conliderable time ; and when 
they arrived, after a long interval, he ad- 
drelfed him in the following manner. 



LETTER V. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARrNELLI. 

At length you have given way to re- 
morle, and your long, affectionate, and cor- 
dial letter, has made me ample amends for 
all my cruel fufferings, on account of your 
filence. ■ I thank you heartily, and fend you 
a legion of embraces. I fhall not exaggerate 
the pleafure which you have given me, as 
you, who have my heart in your poffeffion, 
may underftand me belt when I am lilent. 

Now I fhall reply to your letter, para- 
graph by paragraph ; but if it were poflible 

for 
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for me ever to be fhort xn writing to you, I 
Should be brief now ; as I am prefled for 
time. I hear, from the venerated Marquis 
Enfenada, the affectionate manner in which 
you fpeak of me, from the extreme good nefs 
of your heart. But you were bom to tafte 
the bleflings of fweetening humanity. The 
polfeflion of a friend of fuch a caliber, is 
not a fmall melioration of exiftence. 

Your mufic to my canzonet is expreflive, 
graceful, and the legitimate offspring of one 
arrived at fupremacy in the art. I thank 
you for communicating it to me, particu- 
larly as a teftimony of your love ; but if it 
was malicioufly fent, as a critique on mine, 
I (hall take care to revenge myfelf on the 
firft poetry that you fhall fend to the prefs. 
Yet, if the devil fhould tempt you to become 
a poet, who knows but you may unfheath 
fome other latent talent ? Oh nothing elfe 
is wanting to complete my ruin, but to have 
you for a rival. Sia ditto rifunno a to 
maro (/}. And fo my canzonet has ob- 
tained the approbation of the Deity of the 
Manzanare ? And the name of the Poet 

[f] This fentencc is Neapolitan, and implies : may the 
idea go to tit button of the fea, 
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Metaftafio has had the glory of being pro- 
nounced by royalty ? My beloved Gemello, 
you who have procured me an honour which 
conloles me for all the labours of my life, 
Support me in this elevation : and if you 
cannot in juft ice exaggerate my merit, make 
known at leaft my humble joy and gra- 
titude. 

I hope the duet which I inclofe will ma- 
nifeft mv cagernefs to be of fome ufe ; it 
certainly is not the worft of my productions. 
Read it w ith attention, and you will find, 
cxclufive of the tendernefs and charadter of 
the two interlocutors, an imitation of an 
anfwer made to Louis XIV. by the neice 
of Cardinal Mazarin, who feeing him died 
tears at her being feparated from him cries 
out : Are you a King , yet weep, and fuffer me 
to depart ? This corrcl'ponds very 'well 
with the incidents of the Opera. Believe 
me, my dear friend, that ever defirous of 
feconding your wifhes to the utmoft of my 
power, I would on all accounts do it in the 
Opera you defire, and what I will do for 
you, I will do for no other living creature ; 
but this is not invention, but a long mental 
fatigue, and violent application which I 
have never yet undergone without danger. 

I! 
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It i& true that life is (hort, and for this very 
reafon, I know that you would not wifti me 
to make it ftill (horter. If I find myfelf able 
to oblige you, moft certainly I (hall want 
no fpur. I am fo much yours, that I feem 
to partake of the favours and honours heap- 
ed on you with fo liberal a hand, by your 
moft clement fovereign ; fo, that it almoft 
leems necefiary for me to thank them not 
only in your name, but my own. And on 
account of this merit, I forgive fortune all 
the cruelty with which (he has treated, me 
in my own particular. You may judge 
whether (he is my enemy or no, by refleSt- 
ing, that with fuch a twin-brother as your- 
felf, with the protestors whom you procure 
me, the divinities whom you render bene- 
volent, and fuch numberlefs reafons of 
equity operating in my favour, I have been 
lb long unable, with fuch pains, recommen- 
dations, and humble prayers, to obtain any 
thing either from favour or juftice. I con- 
fole myfelf, that life, as you obferve, is 
(hort, and that Madame Fortune, will not 
long divert herfelf in perfecuting me. In- 
deed, my experience is fuch, as renders me 
lefs vulnerable, and lefs fenfible to the 
3 ftrpkcg 



Digitized by Google 







( 368 ) 

flrokes of this capricious enemy than for- 
merly. 

If you fhould employ Jomelli, I truft you 
will thank me for it; and if ever you 
fhould fee him, you will be attached to him, 
as he is certainly the moft amiable gourmand 
that ever exifted. At prefent, he is Maeftro 
di Capella of St. Peter’s at Rome, and is 
the darling of that city ; not only for his 
profeffional abilities, but complacence, do- 
cility, graceful deportment, and good morals. 
And all that are not prejudiced, fpeak of 
him in this manner. 

Oh, how delighted has the Countefs 
d’ Alihan been with the chapter which you 
Tfent me for her ! She, and all the ladies of 
her acquaintance, to whom I have read a 
part of your letter in the garden which you 
know of, have cried out, in chorus, what I 
fhould tell you, what I fhould do for you, 
and the .Lord knows what. A quire of 
paper would not contain all the congratula- 
tions, falutations, remembrances, and pa- 
negyrics, with which I am charged. And 
now I think it high time to finifh, that 
the Poflman might have this letter in time. 
Adieu, my moft beloved twin. Prefervc 
. . . yourfelf 
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yourfelf carefully, for your own fake, for 
that of your friends, and, particularly, for 
him who is moft conftantly and affe&ion- 
ately yours. 

Vienna, June 13th, 1750. 



LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Two of your moft dear letters, though 
of different dates, are arrived together : the 
one of the 18th of May, and the other of 
June 9th. They have travelled extremely 
flow ; but old as they are, coming from you, 
they have all the charms of youth. Let us 
anfwer them chronologically. You have 
celebrated St. Peter’s day, without knowing 
it. But let me thank you, and explain the 
myftery. Not being able to have your 
March executed in my own houfe, with a 
fufficient number of inftruments, I gave it 
to the obliging Count d’Althan, and he 
propofed having it performed in the ^reat 
Garden-hall. 

vol. I. b b On 
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On the evening of St. Peter, whofe name 
I bear, while the company was playing at 
cards, and thinking as little of Mulic as of a 
pilgrimage to Mecca ; they were all put 
into the utmoft aftoniihment, by a terrible 
clangor of inftruments, which threw both 
the card-players and by-ftanders, into atti- 
tudes ridiculous enough for a pidhire. The 
furprife loon degenerated into tumult ; they 
threw down their cards, overfet the tables, 
and ran againft each other to the field of 
battle. Here the fonorous March, and 
alternate graceful Minuet, tranquillized thefe 
feditious people, who were wholly Client, till 
the inftruments ceafed to play, and then 
burft into a general applaufe. I then, with 
a modeft air, returned thanks to the gentle- 
men and ladies for the honour they had done 
this bagatelle. What! they all cried out, is 
it your Muflc? No, faid I, but it is the fame 
a if it was mine, being compol'ed by my 
twin-brother. Here I was obliged to give 
a hiftory of our twin-lhip, and it was de- 
cided by acclamation, that there was but one 
Farinelli. Many fvmphoiiies were played, 
but nobody would go home till the March 
■'.ad been again performed. Now, my dear 

Gemello, 
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Genlello, 1 Was delighted to be in youf 
company, even during this applaufe. But 
as to the thoughts, conventions, and dreams 
which this night may have occafioned, I 
wafh my hands of them, and leave them to 
your confcience. 

I am proud to find, that my letter had the 
power to move two fillers of fuch differ- 
ent characters. I beg you will reverence 
in my name, not only the gentle, but the 
lcornful Lady. Tafles are various : hence 
each may have her merit, in a different 
way ; but, mixed together, they would con- 
flitute a dolce piccante, of the mofl pro- 
voking kind. Tell them, that they fhould 
not defpife the fondnefs of friends. Their 
fondnefs is different from that which we 
have for the fair fex : the firft is encreafed 
by abfence, the fecond by proximity. The 
lirfl occupies the mindj the fecond agitates 
the blood ; but that which does not diflurb 
die mind, can turn the brain. If all this is 
ineffectual, tell them, at leafl, for our 
Credit, that whoever can be an affectionate 
friend, would not make a contemptible 
lover. 

Our incomparable Countefs d’Althan fa- 
ltites you without end, and is much pleafed 
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by your favourable opinions of D. Gaetatio. 
I have made her laugh with the Macherone 
Pafticcio, and have no doubt but that it 
will be mentioned in her letters to Paris, 
where her nephew at prefent refides. 

The generous partiality with which, ac<* 
cording to your letter, I am honoured by 
the moft worthy Marquis Enfenada, is 
merely in confequence of our near relation- 
lhip. But now you have feduced him in 
my favour, 1 beg you will not undeceive 
him. Impofe upon him Hill further about 
my tranfcendent merit ; but, whenever you 
would fpeak to him, free from all danger of 
exaggeration, pray tell him of my venera- 
tion and gratitude : for I defy you to furpafs 
the truth on thofe fubje&s. 

I am glad to find that you remember our 
banker, who has treated us with fuch great 
courtefy, that gratitude is due to him. But 
you are miftaken in the perlbn. I never 
fpoke to you concerning Rezzani of Ham- 
bro, whom I do not know ; but of MelTrs. 
Scbmitmer of Vienna, with whom I have had 
dealings. Whenever you have an opportu- 
nity of ferving them, I beg you will not 
confound names. 

t . Signor 
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Sig. Amorevoli, who now Tings on the 
Vienna ftage for the fecond time, fays, that 
you formerly invited him to Madrid, but 
that he could not then leave his court : you 
however wrote, or employed fomebody elfe 
to write, to defire him to acquaint you 
when he would be at liberty ; with which 
requeft he complied, * but has received no 
anfwer. He knows not whether his letter 
has mifcarried, or whether fome good friend 
has not given an unfavourable account of 
him. He has begged of me to inclofe a let- 
ter addrelfed to you, that he may be fure of 
its being fafely tranfmitted to you, and duly 
anfwered. He would willingly prefer Ma- 
drid to London, but fhould be forry to lofe 
both *. So that he entreats you to favour 
him with a categorical anfwer. This per- 
former is fo well known, particularly by 
yourfelf, that I lhould do him an injury, in 
attempting to defcribe his merit. I lhall 
only lay, that I always hear him with the 
fame pleafure, and that no Tenor, not ex- 

* Amorevoli had been in England before : he arrived 
here in 1741, with Monticelli, and the Vifconti, and re- 
mained in this kingdom, till the year 1744. His know- 
ledge, tafte, and expreilion, well merited the praifes be- 
llowed on him by Metaftafio. 
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cepting even Paita, has fuch an effeff on 
my feelings : fo that if this man were heard 
in Spain, particularly being new to that 
country, my opinion is, that he would do 
you great honour. It appears to me by the 
account he gives of his engagements, which 
I do not very well underhand, that he be- 
lieves himielf at liberty from the Carnival 
of 1752, to that of 1 753. 

Well, for the prefent, I think you have 
had a good dofe ; another day I ffiall be ltill 
more dry and prolix. Continue to Jove me, 
if you would not be thought ungrateful : 
for I believe it would be difficult to find a 
fmgle perfon from Madagafcar to Nova 
Zenibla, who does not know with what 
efteem, fincerity, and affe&ion, I am yours, 

Vienna, July 18, 1750. 



, LETTER VII. 

» 

TO THE SAME. 

T o-day, it certainly is not any bufinefs that 
we have to tranfatt which exafts from me 
thefe few lines, but mere impatience to em- 
brace you ; my hypochondriac affeflions are 
infrequent want of a cordial draught of Fari-. 

4 nelli. 
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nelli, otherwife my humours would become 
infupportable. I know not whether this de- 
claration will pleafe the two lifters who 
are fuch enemies to friend (hip ; but, at all 
events, fome narcotic will be found in your 
difpenfary to appeafe them. 

Now I have the pen in my hand, I mull 
tell you that, according to advices which I 
received from the Duke di Salas>, your full 
cheft: ought now to be floating in the gulph 
of Lyons ; and that our cavalry being in the 
belt ftate, from the tenth of laft month, 
ought to be at this inftant in which I am 
writing, advanced far into France. So that 
our fleet and our caravan mull needs be 



approaching happily to their deftination. 1 
I wilh to both, not mine, but your luck, 
and am extremely impatient to fee whigh 
will get the better. 

Our good and admirable Jomelli, is out 
of his wits to execute vour commiftion well. 



He has written me a very long letter, in 
which he fpeaks of nothing elfe. I am very 
anxious that he Ihould pleafe the public of 
Spain. For your part, who judicioufly love 
harmony and exprej/lon, I have no doubt of 
your approbation : but in Italy, at prefent, ' 
there is a tafte for nothing but extrava- 
b b 4 gauge, 
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gance, and vocal fymphonies ; in which we 
lometimcs hear an excellent violin, flute, 
or hautbois ; but never the finging of a 
human creature. So that mufic is now to 
excite no other emotion than that of fur- 
prife. Things are carried to luch excefs, 
that if not foon reformed, we £ha 11 juftly 
become the buffoons of all other nations. 
Compolcrs and performers being only am- 
bitious of tickling the ear, without ever 
thinking of the hearts of the audience, are 
generally condemned in all theatres, to the 
difgraceful office of degrading the afls of an 
opera, into intermezzi for the dances, which 
occupy the attention of the people, and chief 
part of the fpeftators. And it is to you, 
my good mafter, that this degeneracy is 
chiefly owing. It is your happy and won- 
derful powers, which all are driving in vain 
to imitate. But even to limp after you, 
requires iuch legs as none are gifted with. 

Mercy on us ! I thought I had done, 
when here comes a letter from you, dated 
May 27th, which has been opened, and I 
am glad of it. I feal my letters from habit, 
not the defire of fecrefy. Nor fhall I, in 
future, ever write a word lefs than I fhould, 
if this had never happened. I ever had an 

averfion 
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averfion to fuch things as fear public exami- 
nation. 

If I do not inftantly finifK my letter, it 
cannot go this evening. Proftrate at the 
foot of the throne, not only the poor Attilio 
Regolo, but alfo the humble author. Love 
and believe me per omnia fcecula faculorum. 

Vienna, Auguft i, 1750. 



LETTER VIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I receive two of your letters, one of a 
date that was once known to God and your- 
felf ; at prefent, perhaps, to none but God 
alone. The other is of the 1 1 th of Auguft. 
I ought and fhould have anfwered them in an 
ample manner, the fubjedl required it ; but 
how could I ? Being in the country where 
the company is numerous, I am never fuf- 
fered to be alone, but to deep : fo that there 
is no poftibility for a polite man to obtain a 
rag of l'olitude, either to do good or evil. 
Content yourlelf, therefore, for the prefent, 
with a Laconic anfwer, which being written 
under fuch inconveniences, may reafonably 
afpire at the merit of a long letter. 

I muft 
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I muft confefs, my dear Gemello, that 
among all my poetical imaginations, I have 
never been able to find the mine of diamonds 
in the mountains of Moravia, which you 
talk of. Thefe are miracles referved for 
certain divinities of the firft order. Thefe 
are words of courl'e : fo that I iha.ll not at- 
tempt to reconcile their excels, with my too 
great want of merit. But while you are 
trying, with all the tendernefs of twinfhip, 
to render thefe divinities propitious to me, 
if you cannot boneftly exalt my merits, 
fpeak of my fubmiffion, Ipeak of my grati- 
tude, and allure yourfelf, that you run no 
rilk of deviating from truth, however lively 
and violent may be your expreflions. A c- 
cuftomed as you have long been to inhabit 
my heart, you know its moft fecret recefles, 
and are able to judge of the fincerity of its 
emotions. 

Now your royal oracle has pronounced in 
favour of my Attilio Regolo, I defy Sopho- 
cles, Euripides, and all the Athenian Parnaf- 
fus. The fublime fulrrage which I can boa ft, 
is worth that of all ancient Greece. But my 
dear Gemello, in our moft recondite confi- 
dence, let me dilclofe to you my wonder. 
Without injuring the angelic penetration 

of 
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of your divinity, I muft confefs, I never 
Ihould have flattered myfelf, that the au- 
fterity of my Regulus could ever have been 
fuffered in that fphere. The delicacy of 
lex, is naturally averfe to it, and royal in- 
dulgence and delights do not accuitom the 
palate to the harfhnefs of that rigid Roman 
virtue which I have endeavoured to deline- 
ate in my Attilio. A very uncommon loli- 
dity of charadter is necelfary to vanquilh in 
this manner, both fex, and education. Oh, 
my fortunate Gemello ! If I was capable of 
envy, you would be the objedl of it. I thank 
you for the defence which you have made 
of us poor modern Romans : but confcience 
focretly reproves me. Whoever places us 
below the ancients, has reafon on his fide ; 
and the refledtion is worthy of him who 
madfle it. 

But did any tyrant of Syracufe or Agri- 
gentum, ever torment a poor gentleman, as 
you torment me for an opera ? And have 
I not reafon to call you a marine monfter ! 
I begin to think you are breeding, as fuch a 
longing fit never appertained to the malcu- 
line gender. You then believe, that con- 
tinually tormenting my poor brains, is in- 
vention. Do you regard it as a fable, that I 

live 
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live in the fervice of a fovereign, who de- 
lights in poetry, and, luckily, from excefs 
of clemency, particularly of mine ; yet dur- 
ing five years, I have not been in a fituation 
to write a fingle verfe in compliance with 
her repeated infmuations ! Do you believe 
that I fhould not have been defirous of gra- 
tifying a twin brother, and of procuring the 
favour of fuch exalted patrons ? Rather, in 
charity, believe that I have thought and /fill 
think of it ; and that if it is not accomplifh- 
ed, it will not be from want of zeal, but 
from a mere phyfical and invincible impoffi- 
bility. The celTation of all amufements for 
a confiderable time, occafioned here by ail 
unhappy event, of which I fhall not fpeak 
through refpedl for my miftrefs’s moft juft 
and laudable affii&ion, permits me at pre- 
lent, to think of undertaking, leifurely, fome 
poetical compofition. I fhall attempt the 
ford ; heaven grant that I may not be left 
in the pallage. 

Jomelli wrote me word, fometime ago, 
that he received an a£l of Demetrio, with 
which he was extremely pleafed. And my 
brother at Rome tells me, that he had heard 
the duet : fo that he is at work. Jomelli, 
however, from mere complacence, is defi- 

rous 
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rous of pleafing every body, and every body 
wants to employ him. He muft, therefore, 
be ftimulated ; I doit, and you muft not fail 
to do it by means of your excellent fecretary 
Marchefini, whom I now feize the oppor- 
tunity of laluting. I beg you to prefent my 
invariable refpedts to the worthy Marquis of 
Enfanada, and tell him, that if a motion is 
not given to the waters of Parthenope in my 
favour, they will be quite ftagnant, to 
which they feem much inclined. 1 am un- 
worthy of fo much trouble, but the van- 
quilhing my evil fortune, is an enterprife to 
tempt Spanilh generofity. 

The moft excellent lady of the manfion, 
and all her numerous guefts, charge me 
with compliments to you. I would give 
you a lift of the candidates of both fexes, but 
neither time nor my head will (land by me ; 
lo I haften to conclude, with my ancient and 
moft conftant affedtion. 

Frain, September 15, 1750. 
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LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your letter of the 3d of Jail month, in 
which you tell me of the happy luccels of 
our little Pegafian expedition, is arrived* 
and gives me the greateft pleafure, in the 
midft of the moll cruel perfecutions of my 
nervous affe&ions; which, this year, are more 
obllinate, indiicrete, and intolerable than 
ufual. I lhall not delcribe to you my pre- 
fent bufferings, as it would too much excite 
your pity, and encreafe my own impatience. 
In Ihort, all I have for it, is heroically to 
tolerate the prefent, and force myfelf to 
hope for future good. I ligh to convince 
your glorious patrons, if not of my abilities, 
at leaft of my zeal and attention to obey 
them worthily. I am extremely impatient 
to hear what was the fate of the laft expe- 
dition in their opinion, and, afterwards, in 
that of the public. 

As foon as ever my complaints grant me «. 
truce, I lhall obtain great honour by the 
beautiful Arietta that you have fent me, 

which 
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which by merely mumbling it between the 
teeth, .reminds me of my incomparable Ge- 
mello. In the mean time I have had it 
-fung by Sig. Tedefchi detto Amadofi, a 
Soprano deferving of much efteem ; as, in 
a room, particularly, he is, in my opinion, 
fuperior to all thole who at prefent tread 
the ftage in the reft of Europe ; and here, 
at court, and among the nobility, he is 
juftly in very high favour. This performer 
comes to entertain and folace me in my 
doleful hypochondriacs : and when your 
mufic is to be fung, I affume the chara&er 
of Maeftro, and he has the patience to bear 
with me. ' 

I fhould write much more, but my head 
is difobedient. So that after afluring you of 
the moft partial falutations of yours, and my 
rneft worthy Counters d’Althan, I embrace 
you with my wonted affe&ion. 

Vienna, December 13, 1750. 

This was the laft letter of the year 1750 
to Farinelli, which appears in the colledion. 
Before we advance further, it will be necef- 
fary to return back a few months, in order 
to refume the poet’s correfpoudence with 
• * Sig. 
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Sig. Filipponi, to whom he generally writes 
with much vivacity and good humour. 



LETTER X. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Neitmer my long relidence in the cpun- 
try, the idle carnival, nor the troublefome 
and lying compliments of the feafon, have 
prevented me from writing fooner ; but the 
want of necefiary, uleful, or, at leaft, amu- 
fmg, materials, joined to the natural horror 
of a vacuum, which I feel in common with 
mankind, particularly in letters, and in the 
purfe. Think not that our friendfhip can 
fuffer diminution, from this interval of 
filence. Its roots are fo ftrong, fo ancient, 
and fo deep, that they can well bear a dry 
feafon or two, without injury. It is not the 
plane tree, the palm, or the oak, but the 
leek, the lettuce, and the radifh, that perilh, 
if not conflantly watered. 

It is very true, that there are many differ- 
ent propofals for reprinting my works ; but, 
to tell you the truth, I feel no temptation to 
encourage any of them, unlefs induced by 
the pleafure of foeing my children more 

magnificently 
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magnificently dr e (Ted. I know not, as yet, 
who is moft likely to excite this paternal 
frailty ; and I fhall not communicate the few 
inedited pieces I can find, nor engage myfelf 
in the painful tafk of an exaCt and general 
corre&ion, in order to enCreafe the number 
of bad or middling editions which are al- 
ready multiplied more than is neceffary. 

You have perhaps already peruled my At- 
tillio Regolo. Count Canale fometime ago, 
font a copy of it to Turin. I wi(h to have 
your opinion of it. If you want to know 
mine, here it is. * 

Though according to letters from Saxo- 
ny, the tranquillity of northern affections 
has been much difturbed by it at Drcfden,. 
and though they write me word, that the 
performers of S. Samuele at Venice, have 
reprefented it with great fuccefs, I am not 
certain that it will ever occupy the firft 
place among my molt popular dramas ; yet 
I think it the molt folid, the higheft finilhed, 
and abounding with the feweft defeCts of 
any of my operas ; and, in Ihort, regard it as 
that, which in preference to all the others, 
I would preferve, if only one could be faved 
from deftru&ion. 

"vol. i. cc You 
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You have fent back the Count and Counted 
Canale very thin ; though in common honel- 
ty you ought to have returned to us all that 
we coilfigned to you. We (hall there- 
fore not let you have them again in a hurry. 

I am glad that you are pleafed with the 
country moufe (g)\ but this kind of labour is 
not worth the pains it cofts. To do it well, 
requires genius ; and whoever has a capital 
of his own, is unwilling to reduce himfelf 
to the meagre prail'e of having brought to 
light the labours of others. 

Forget not to keep me alive in the 
memory of the moll worthy Count della 
Rocca, and the Marquis Ormea, whom I 
love and venerate as much as they deferve, 
that is, without end. I recommend myfelf, 
to the pious fervor of your amiable prieftels, 
and am &c. (6) 

Vienna, February 20, 1750. 

(?) This alludes to his tranflatiou of the fixth fatire of 
the fecond book of Horace, which did not appear in any 
edition of his works till after his deceafe. It is now gene- 
rally placed in the thirteenth or fourteenth volume, with 
his other pofthumous works. The tranflatiou is in Terze 
Rimfy the verfification of Dante, and is extremely clofe 
and happy. The original text is printed at the bottom of 
the page. 

(/>) This was a title which he always, in pleafantry, 
gave to Signora Filipponi. 
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LETTER XI. 

TO THE SAME. 

I owe you an anfwer to two charming 
letters, and wi(hed to pay you with intereft ; 
but have not had time to attempt it. And 
I now (hatch a moment that is hardly fuf- 
ficient for the acknowledgement of my debt, 
and prevent profcription. If I were to tell 
you all my impediments, you would be in- 
dulgent ; but their detail would occupy more 
room than a categorical anfwer ; and the 
excufe would be more tirefome than the 
fuppofed negligence. 

I thank you for your partial analyfis of my 
Regulus ; you gratify my pious prurience by 
it, as this opera is the Benjamin of all the 
reft. The German adlors here have repre- 
(ented it in their own language, with great 
applaufe ; but I have never yet had the cou- 
rage to go near it. The Teutonic air, in a 
Roman hero, feems to me like the boar in 
the fea, and the dolphin in the wood, which 
Horace laughs at. 

c c 2 You 
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You have procured me the good opinion 
of the moil worthy Marchionefs of Lenzi > 
take care to preferve it for me ; reprefent 
to her how highly I think myfelf honoured 
by her notice ; and how much for her lake 
I am grieved, at having fo little merited her 
favour, unlefs (he places to my account, the 
infinite refpeft I have for her. 

Vienna, June 16, 1750. 



LETTER XIE 

TO THE SAME. 

A most agreeable letter from yon was 
delivered to me in Moravia, at the fame 
time as a command from court to return to 
Vienna, in order to write and direft the 
reprelentation of a very (hort drama, which 
is to be fung by three Arch-dutchefles, in ce- 
lebration of their mod auguft mothers birth- 
day. This occupation, more indeed of body 
than mind, has obliged me to make a (hort 
parenthefis in the midft of all my civil, 
ceconomical, political, literary, and voluptu- 
ous affairs. You muft not, therefore, accule 
me of negligence, for not anfwering your 
letter fooner, nor for doing it now in fo fom- 

marv 
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mary a way ; as I am obliged to divide 
myfelf among a great number of creditors. 

The printer of Turia does my writings 
great honour, in fuppofing that an edition in 
i2mo, little different from innumerable 
others already published, would meet with 
purchafcrs. His plan does not tempt nay 
vanity. The inedited pieces which I have 
ftill by me, have occafion for the ax and 
the file ; therefore the time neceffary for 
preparing them, would vex him, and fatigue 
me. As to the order in which they fhould 
appear, I have nothing more to fay, than 
that I wifh all the writings of my early 
youth might be placed at the end of the 
work; but as the reft have no connexion 
with each other, they may be difpofed at 
pleafure. Tell him, if it is not too late for 
him to profit /rom the information, that I 
have lately received petitions of the fame 
kind from Leipfic, Paris, and Piacenza; 
and have made the fame anfwer- 

In order to be doing fomething to remind 
you of me, I fhall give directions for an 
excellent little picture of myfelf, which is 
now in my poffelfion, to be copied for you. 

Vienna, October 2j, 1750 
CC 3 LET- 
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LETTER XIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I should have anfwered your laft letter 
{boner, had I not waited till the pidhire was 
finifhed ; and now, it being Chriftmas Eve, 
I muft be fhort, as the feveral offices, active 
and pa {five, have abfbrbed the whole day. 

I fend you one picture of me in wax, 
which is moft excellently done. Another 
in miniature, which I have had copied three 
times; and, at length, with tolerable fuccefs. 
It is now in the hands of a moft tedious en- 
graver. When finifhed, you {hall have a 
print likewife from this. Adieu. I write in 
company, and therefore can add nothing 
more than ufual good wifhes. . 

Vienna, December 24, 1750. 

LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME 

During my filencc, I had to combat 
with my complaints, and with the mufes. 
I have written an opera, by command of 

my 
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my moll auguft Patron ; 1 finifhed it but 
yefterday, and you are to regard my writing 
to you to-day, as no fmall mark of my 
favour. 

In order to appeafe you, I enclofe half a 
dozen Metaftafios, upon whom you may 
fatiate your vengeance, and then refume 
your good humour. Adieu. Make my re- 
verences to the amiable prieftefs ; look upon 
this as a long letter, and try to fancy that it 
merits fuch complaifance. 

Vienna, April 19, 1751. 



L E T T E R , XV. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

Notwithstanding appearances are fb 
much againft me, my plagues and infirm- 
ities were fuch, as not to permit me to 
fend you even two lines by laft Saturday’s 
port, in anfwer to your moft agreeable let- 
ter of the 25th of November, which I receiv- 
ed in the ufual way ; and at prefent, I know 
not whether my eagernefs to write to you 
will be fufficient to fubdue my difficulties. 
But let us fpeak of pleafanter things, 
c c 4 
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The Minifter Plenipotentiary, Don Anto- 
nio di Azlor, from your court, is arrived, 
I have been twice at his door in vain ; and 
he has been once at mine, with the tame 
fuccefs. But at length we have met, and 
we now lee one another almoft every 
evening, at the alfemblies in Althan houfe. 
He has already had an audience of my moft 
Auguft Patrons, and I am told, has been 
moll gracioufly received. He pleales me 
extremely ; and fuch feems to have been his 
fate with the nobility, and corps diploma- 
tique. He has an agreeable leriou fuels in 
his afpecl, an opennefs in fpeaking, and fo 
noble, courteous, and judicious ap. addrefs, 
that I hope he will worthily and ufefully 
luftain- the character with which he is ho- 
noured. There is no averting any thing 
pofitive for the future ; but whoever begins 
well, has half performed his talk. I have 
interrogated him very much concerning 
yourfelf, as all are felicitous about what 
is moll dear to them, and 1 am extremely 
pleafed with his anfwers, He alfures me, 
that your profpeiity lias :iot in the leal! 
altered the fweetnefs and moderation of your, 
charafter. A rock, according to ancient 
and modern examples, extremely difficult 
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to avoid ; and much more amidft the favours, 
than the perfections of fortune, He has 
alfured me, that though mounted to fuch an 
enviable fituation, you have not an enemy. 
To obtain forgive neis for fuch profperity, I can 
eafily conceive how wife, how difmterefted, 
and how beneficent muft be your conduft, 

1 congratulate you on thefe ineftimable cha- 
raftenftics, which are your own, and not 
the gifts of fortune ; and I congratulate my- 
felf for having known and loved you, be- 
fore you had given fuch illuftrious proofs of 
your eftimable and amiable qualities. 

If you knew Jqmellj perfonally, you 
would not wonder at the indolence of which 
you complain. H? has a tranquil and fe- 
rene mind, and lovea to faunter at his eafe, 
and indulge the fatneis of bis well-fed body ; 
giving way to every Impulfe that can lave 
him the trouble of refinance ; fo that he is 
always influenced by thofe that are neareft 
him. Grieve at this on your own account, 
if you will, or rather deplore in him this 
moft troublefome dcfedi, but never believe 
that he ever meant tq deceive you. A fraud 
would involve hiS pacific dilpofition in too 
much trouble. 

I woul^ 
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I would fay a thoufand things more, but 
mv head has protefted againft it, for fome- 
time. Adieu. 

Vienna, January 9, 1751. 



LETTER XVI. 

1 

TO THE SAME. 

You began the world by performing 
miracles : and it is not one of a common 
fort, to make me write verles at this time of 
life, when I have more reafon to execrate 
my impertinent infirmities, which plague 
me more and more every day. And you 
will perform another miracle, if they fhould 
let me finifh this letter. 

Here is Didone for you, abridged, as much 
as polfiblc, without injuring it too much, 
and even correfted in fome place. In the 
firft aft, I have not been able to make much 
ufe of the Iheers ; in the fecond, but little; 
in the third, however, they have been very 
aftive. The number of airs is that pre- 
feribed by yourlelf. But in the third aft, 
as Jarbas, after the combat, would have 
come in without an air, and there is a 
change of feene, I have written two verfes 

which 
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which conned! with the fenfe and fituatiou 
of the recitative; but if fung, arcibreviffima, 
to a Cavatina , they will give fpirit to the 
entrance of the perfonage, and afford the 
inftruments an opportunity of feconding the 
mutation, without lengthening the opera a 
minute. The Licenza (i), if felf-love 
does not feduce me, feems not to partake of 
my fuffering ; which only fays, that it is all 
the little I fhould have been able to do, if 
I had not been fo tormented. . Pray let the 
machinift read over and over again the re- 
marks prefixed to the MS. that he may 
underftand and faithfully exprefs your ideas 
and mine. 

I have received by the favour of the wor- 
thy minifler plenipotentiary from your court, 
free even from the heavy expences and in- 
exorable demands of this cuflom-houfe, your 
magnificent prefen t of fnuff, porcelain, bark, 
vanilla, and other unknown articles. I re- 
turn thanks to the generous donor. And 
wifh I may ever polfefs the faculty of me- 
riting fuch enviable kindnefs. If my head 

(/) Epilogue, or Finale , generally a compliment to 
the fovereign for whofe court, and at whofe expence, the 
opera is performed ; like the prologues to the operas of 
Lulli, written by Quinault for Louis XIV. 
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would permit me to write much, this would 
be an cxcelfive long chapter. It will be fo 
Hill, when I am able. In the mean time, be 
allured, that I am unable to lay whether I 
am more glad or more confuted, I hope 
that the Marquis d’Enlenada, to whom I 
beg my moft humble relpe&s, will believe 
this truth; and that you will do the lame. 

You wrote me word fometime ago, that 
I Ihould find, in a flalk of earth, an herb that 
was good for the breaji , and a diuretic. Now 
inftead of this herb, I have found a white 
fubftance refembling loap, but what it is, no 
one in Vienna can tell. If you wilh that 
your prcfcnt Ihould not be ufelels, I beg yon 
will not forget, in your anfvver, to tell me its 
name, virtue, and the manner of uling it. 
However, if it has been Ipoiled on the road, 
I mull: beg you to fend me another flalk. 

The Countel's d’ Althan thanks you for 
the little canifter of fnuflf; but, luckily, it is 
too good for ladies ; fo that it will come to 
my ihare. Adieu; you have performed the 
fecond miracle, at which I rejoice, an<J am, 
&c. 

* 

' Vienna, January 30, 1751. 
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LETTER XVIt. 

TO THE SAME. 

You will wonder at my delay in anfwer- 
ing your letter; but when you know the 
caul'e, you will wonder ftill more, at my 
being able to fteal a moment to write thelc 
two lines. After my laft letter, I went into 
Moravia for the country air, which my 
health, more impaired than ufual, required. 
In the beginning of Autumn, we were 
aftailed among the mountains by a winter ex- 
traordinary ; fo furnifhed with ice, with wind, 
and all the ornaments of December, that in 
defpite of ftoves, chimneys, and pellices lined 
with fur, there was no one of the company 
who efcaped a cough, accompanied, more or 
lefs, with its ufual attendants ; and I, not lefs 
favoured than the reft, had a due (hare of 
thefe blefling9. But at laft, when the feafon 
began to grow milder, and I hoped to re- 
cover my ftrength, comes an exprefs with 
an Imperial mandate to transfer myfelf to 
Vienna, as it was determined that the opera 
for the ladies, which was to have come out 
in December, fliould be reprefented in Oflo- 
ber. So that, with the.blefled remains of 
‘ 3 m Y 
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mydcfluxion and other numerous complaints, 

I am here in the midft of a crowd of tu- 
multuous applications. For befides inftrudt- 
ing four young ladies, who are quite novices, 
both in the language and ufe of the ftage, 
the weight of the director of the mufic falls 
on my poor fhoulders, without my deriv- 
ing from it either honour or advantage. 
This isoneof the court phenomena, in which, 
without the leaft crime, I (hall fuffer all the 
penalty. Y ou know what it is to be a ftage 
rudder; it is therefore needlefs to deferibe 
to you my fituation. The opera will be 
brought on the ftage in eight or ten days. 
I fend you the words before they are pub- 
lished, not only , as my dear Gemello has the 
preference in this, as well as in the reft of 
my heart, but becaufe it feems very fit for 
his purpofe. Adieu. A crowd of people 
are waiting for me. 

Vienna, O&ober 18, 1751. 



LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

You muft imagine, that, till to-day, I 
could neither have the book, nor a moment 
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to finifli this letter; which is the exadl truth. 

I (hall not plague myfelf in trying to per- 
fuade you of this, becaufe you have been 
often in my cafe ; but with political and 
ceconomical circumftances, much more fa- 
vourable than mine! 

This evening the opera appears on the 
ftage for the firft time, therefore addio. 

A propos to the ftage, at Naples my bu- 
linels is pleafantly fung. They have told 
my agent, that when the archbifhop of 
Montreal is provided for, fometbing will be 
given to me. The archbiihopric of Mont- 
real becotnes vacant by the death of Cardi- 
nal Acquaviva, and God knows which of 
our nephews may live to lee him provided 
for- Then, my beloved Gemello, what are 
we to underftand by this precious fometbing ? 
But I have no time for declamation; and 
you may eafily conceive whether I have 
been able to write verfes. Adieu, once 
more ; they are all crucifying me at this 
moment. 

Vienna, October 27, 1751. 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Yours from the efcurial, of the 12th, of 
laft month, affii&s me with the news of the 
bad ftate of your dear health, and aggravates 
my own fufferings ; which amidft my plagues 
in attending the rehearfals of II Re Pajlore , 
Were more intolerable than ufual. One of 
the dilirgreeable effects of this tumult, is my 
not having been able to fecond the wilhes 
of my beloved Gemello, in writing fuch a 
feftival drama as he had fu ggefted to me. 
I had intended to devote myfelf to his fer- 
Vice in the country, but I was there attack- 
ed by a fever and defluxion, on my arrival ; 
and before I was recovered, comes an ex- 
prefs which obliged me to gallop to Vienna, 
where I alone was forced to practice every 
trade, or rather to be Jack of all Trades. 
And amidft my fatigues and the enormous 
coldnefs of the Theatre; my ill-cured de- 
fluxion has taken fuch deep root, and entered 
into an alliance with my other complaints 
fo clofely, that it affedls my Ipirits as well as 
my health. I comfort mylelf with the 
hope that II Re Pajlore , which 1 fent you 
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the inftant it came out of the prels, will an* 
fwer your purpofe extremely well. It is gay, 
tender, amorous, fhort ; and has, indeed, all 
the neceffary requifites for your wants. No 
reprefentation here is remembered to have 
extorted fuch univerlal applaufe. The la- 
dies who performed in it, did wonders, par- 
ticularly as to aftion. The mufic is fo 
graceful, fo well adapted and fo lively, that 
it enchants by its own merit, without in- 
juring the paffion of the perfonage ; and 
pleafes excelfively. I Ihould inftantly have 
had it copied and fent to you ; but as the 
four ladies are all fopranos , and there is no 
part for any other kind of voice, except 
that for Alefiandro, which is a tenor, I did 
not think it could be of ufe to you, without 
alterations. If ever you Ihould wilh to have 
it, read the drama with attention, caft the 
parts; and I will prevail on the compofer 
himfelf to adjuft it to your purpole, or new 
fet whatever you pleafe. The author is Sig. 
Giufeppe Bono: he was born at Vienna of 
Italian parents, and fent by Charles VI. to 
fludy mufic under Leo, with whom he pair- 
ed his firft youth*. I know two other Ger- 

■ man 

* This is the firft time that the name of this compofer 
has come to my knowledge; of his works I am ftill ignorant; 
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man compofers, Gluck, and Wagenfeil. 
The firft has furprifmg fire, but is mad ; and 
the other is a great harpfichord player. 
Gluck compofed an opera for Venice, which 
was very unfortunate. He has compofed 
others here with various fucceis. I am not 
a man to pretend to judge of him. 

My dear Gemello, I can write no more* 
mv head rebels. Adieu, if vou wilh me to 
be well, fhew me a good example ; and be- 
lieve that I am more vexed than you can be, 
at my inability to oblige you. You know 
fo well how fincercly I fpeak, that it is un- 
ncceflary to enforce this a/Icrtion. 

Vienna, November 16, 1751. 



Soon after the performance of Ottilia Re~ 
gob at Drefden, the Mingotti, who there 
firll diftinguifhed herfelf in the part of At- 
tilia , in that opera, being invited to the 
theatre royal at Naples, to fing in the lame 
drama, obtained a letter of recommendation 
to the Princels di Belmonte, from Metaflafio, 

however, the character given of him here by Metaflafio, 
on v/hofe probity and good tafte we may rely, affigns him 
an honourable ftation among compofers whofe abilities 
reft only on tradition, though his produ&ions may never 
have penetrated into this country. 
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Which has not been xnferted in the poet’s 
fcorrefpondence publifhed at Nice, but ap- 
pears in Sig. Saverio Mattel’s Memoirs * 
which, though (hort, contain many curious 
anecdotes relative to our Lyric Bard’s pri- 
vate life, that, previous to this pxiblication* 
were not to be found elfewhere (Jj). A 
fketch of the life of the celebrated linger 
and adtrefs, Mingotti, has already been given 
elfewhere, from her own mouth (r); but as 
this letter is not mentioned there, and is 
fuch an unequivocal teflimony of the favour 
in which fhe flood with the poet in this 
early period of her celebrity, it feems to be 
connedted with the preceding account of 
Attilio . 



LETTER XX. 

TO THE PRINCESS DI BELMONTE. 

“ Signora Regina Mingotti , one of the 
principal ornaments of the vocal band at 
Drefden, being engaged at Naples in the 

(b) Mtmorit per fervirc alia vita del Metajlafio raccolte 
da Saverio Mattei. Ediadone prima. in colie. 1785. 

(c) Prefent State of Mufic in Germany, See. vol x. Art. 
Mvnich. 
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fame rank, has not efcaped the epidemic 
defire of being fumi/hed with a letter from 
me to your excellence. This requed, how- 
ever, would have been fruitlcfs, had /he 
not mod wickedly, and malicioudy, hit 
upon the following expedient for vanquish- 
ing my well known repugnance to give way 
to fuch applications. When /he left the 
court of Drelden, what does (he do, but pod 
away to Vienna; and without giving me 
the lead: previous notice of my danger, ear- 
ly one fine morning, prefents herfelf in my 
room, and in a military habit, preceded only 
by her fame, and accompanied by all the 
graces of youth, vivacity, and talents, and 
what is dill worfe, entitled to the chief 
credit of the fuccefs of my Attilio in Dres- 
den. Now tell me, madam, with your 
ufual candour, if ever you heard of fo cun- 
ning a mufical trick ? It was like putting a 
knife to the throat of a poor chridian. I 
know not what Socrates, Cato, or Arif- 
tides would have done in luch a cafe ; but 
this I know, that I could not help writing 
the letter, and even devoutly thanking Hea- 
ven that Ihe had the moderation to limit her 
pretenfions to a letter only. 

This 






Digitized by Cr©©gle 




( 405 ) 

This letter has no date, but it mull have 
been written in 1751, when Attilio was firft 
reprefented at Naples : as a letter written 
that year by the poet, to the fame prjncefs, 
to reprefs the too fanguine expectations of 
his firft patronefs, for the fuccefs of this 
opera, appears in Sig. Mattei’s Memoirs, 
which is the more curious, as it contains 
Metaftafio’s opinion of the talents of the ad- 
mirable tenor linger, Raaff, then young, 
and whofe fame like that pf Mingotti, was 
Scarcely fledged. 



LETTER XXI. 

TO THE PRINCESS DI BELMONTE, 

Though my Regulus is an opera, of 
which I am the leaft afhamed ; and though 
my dear Raaff is.fuch a performer as cannot 
be paralleled ; I believe that they are not made 
for each other, and that, joined together, 
they will both be facrificed. That is to fay, 
the part of Regulus will ruin my poor Raaff, 
and Raaff will be the ruin of the part, and 
pf the opera. This drama cannot fucceed, 
unlefs the principal perfonage pleafes ex-r 
tjemely ; and our dear Raaff is phyfically 
d d 3 unable 
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unable to fupport this weight. The reafona 
are numerous, founded on experience ; and I 
hope that your excellence will believe a 
man who venerates you, and efteems Raajf 
as much as he merits, that is to fay, excef- 
fively. — Belides, that immenle fpace in the 
great theatre of San Carlo , will ablbrb all 
thofe inimitable graces, and that wonderful 
agility, which render this charming finger 
fo admirable in a room : indeed he has lplit 
upon this rock elfewhere, in theatres three 
times lefs fpacious than this ; lo that I can 
hardly hope that he will {hare a better fate 
in future. 

The event, however, to the great joy of 
Metaflafio, did not correfpond with his ex- 
pectations ; the incomparable Raaff having 
overcome every obftacle ; and the predictions 
of the Princels of Belmonte, were better 
verified than thofe of the poet ; who by the 
firm confidence which the princefs placed in 
the abilities of Raaff \ began to doubt of the 
reCtitude of his own judgment, before the 
op«ra was brought on the Neapolitan ftage : 
and anticipating his defence in another let- 
ter on the fubjeCt to the fame princefs, he 
fays, “wherever my matchlefs Raaff" can be 

hear4. 
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heard, he will doubtlefs ravifh the hearts of 
all the audience ; but if the fize of this 
theatre is fo enormous as it has been de- 
fcribed to me, it is impoffible to imagine 
that the exquifite delicacy of his tafte and 
expreffion will not be loft, and in fhort, all 
the wonderful and peculiar graces of his ftyle 
of finging. You, madam, will fay, that there 
is no reafoning againft fa£ts : and I fhall re- 
ply, that men are obliged to reafon, but not 
to prophefy ; particularly about theatrical 
matters, as they often elude all prudence 
and conjecture, and lefs frequently difgrace 
miftakes, than credit predictions, ” 
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